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The Beeches Grand Opening
Rev. Mike Banyard
dedicating a prayer

Ceremonial Opening
of The Beeches

S

aturday 2nd May. Not a terribly
significant date in history, but
one of great importance to all
users, patrons, supporters and staff
at The Beeches, and actually to all in
Isleham and the surrounding villages.
On this lovely Saturday we officially
opened the Centre, with the ceremonial
ribbon cut by two honoured denizens of
the village, Ruth Diver MBE and Vernon
Place, photographer. Over lunchtime
there were terrific speeches firstly from
Philip Aspland, the Chair of the ICA,
who spoke about the long journey from
inception to the day of opening, and
how grateful he was to everyone that
had been involved.
He was followed by Derrick Beckett,
IPC Chair and District Council member
for Isleham. Derrick also spoke of thanks

Top: Vernon Place
and Rith Diver
MBE unveil the
Beeches plaque
Above L to R:
Mrs Margaret
Cornell, Chair of
ECDC, Tony Cornell,
Mayor of Ely
and Councillor
Liz Every with
Derrick Beckett
and Phil Aspland

The Galaxy Big Band filled the dance floor all night

Brian and Janice Pope
looking perfectly the part

Main photos: Mike Rouse
Other photos: Zoë French

...continued on page 5

Also... Gala Royal Family • Footy girrls triumph again • Gala Competitions details inside
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KARMA FARM www.islehamfen.co.uk
8 Fen Bank, Isleham; Tel: 07900 961217

The Beautiful Eco-Campsite on Isleham Fen

Future of the Informer

Isleham Informer

I

n the last issue, I stated my intention to stand down from my
post of editor of the Isleham Informer. My situation has not
changed and I still intend to move on. I feel that 10 years at
the helm of this august tome, developing it into a publication
for which the village can (I hope) feel a great deal of pride, is
quite enough.
There was likelihood that this would be the very last issue:
it simply could not carry on with just two staff. Fortunately, we
have so far have two folk who have volunteered to step up to
help. The effervescently enthusiastic Emma Joy-Staines will be
attempting to undo the utter mess I have made of the advertising
role since Kelvin’s departure last year. Emma is a new arrival
in the village, having moved from London via Red Lodge and
Newmarket.
The indefatigable Paul Chaplin, who was instrumental in
getting the Informer up and running some dozen years ago, has
agreed to rejoin us in an editorial capacity. However, he has an
awfully busy summer ahead, so it unable to take up the post
until the autumn. Consequently, it seems I’m stuck here for a
while longer. Unless there’s anyone else who fancies a ‘career’
in publishing... Ed Mayall

The Isleham Informer is published six times a year, every
other month.
CONTACTS • Editor & advertising Ed Mayall T: 01638 780839
E: ed@islehaminformer.org.uk • Design & layout Zoë French
T: 01638 780007 E: zoefrench3@gmail.com Features Glenda
Preece T: 01638 780734 E: gjpreece@aol.com Distribution Fred
Preece T: 01638 780734 Published by Isleham Parish Council
Printed by Urban Design & Print Ltd www.urbanprinting.co.uk
NEXT ISSUE: Published 1st August 2015 (dependent on staffing).
The deadline for all editorial and advertising is 9th July 2015.

DISCLAIMER: The Informer would like to point out that we have neither tried
nor tested all of the products and services advertised in these pages and therefore
cannot accept responsibility for the veracity of any claims made.
Front page banner photograph ‘Cricket at Isleham Rec’ kindly supplied by
Mike Rouse.

Village Notes

St Andrew’s Church There will be a Wedding Dress & Christening
Robe Display at St Andrew’s Church on the Saturday and Sunday of
August Bank Holiday Weekend. If you would like to display a wedding
dress or christening robe, or if you have mannequins or dressmakers
dummies that we can borrow for the weekend please contact Kathy
Carver on 01638 781116 or Sheila Taylor on 01638 780701, or any
member of St. Andrew’s Church. All welcome! •
Classic Motors at The Gala If you are interested in displaying a classic
vehicle, car or motorcycle at Isleham Sports & Gala Day, Saturday
4th July at the Recreation Ground, do please contact Chris Allitt on
07790 969011, email: info@allittmotorservices.co.uk or Malcom
Spiers on 01638 780783 for more information. We would love to
expand on the excellent display we had last year •

Useful Information

Dates for Your Diary

Let us know if there is anything you would like included here
for future issues: contact Glenda Preece, see page 3.
Every Tues
Coffee Morning
Social Centre, 9am-noon
June
Mon 1st Parish Council
The Beeches, 7.15pm
Thur 4th Mobile Library
Church St. 2.15-3pm
		
Mill St. 3.05-5pm
Mon 8th Friends of Isleham Nature Reserve The Reserve,
		
7.30pm
Fri 12th Book Club
2pm The Beeches
Thur 16th Isleham Society
7.30pm The Beeches
Fri 17th Mobile Library
Church St. 9.30 –10.05am
Sat 27th The Summer Ball
The Beeches
July
Thurs 2nd Mobile Library
Church St. 2.15-3pm
		
Mill St. 3.05-5pm
Sat 4th
Sports & Gala Day
The Recreation Ground
Sat 4th
Gala Family Disco
The Beeches, 7pm
Mon 6th Parish Council
The Beeches, 7.15pm
Thur 9th W.I.
The Beeches, 7.30pm
Thurs 9th INFORMER DEADLINE
Fri 10th Book Club
2pm The Beeches
Thur 16th Isleham Society
The Beeches, 7.30pm
Fri 17th Mobile Library
Church St. 9.30 –10.05am
Tue 21st Gardeners Club
7.30pm The Beeches
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Mobile Library
1st Thursday of the month:
Arrive Depart
Church Street
14.15 15.00
Mill Street
15.05 17.00
3rd Friday of the month: Church St
09.30 10.10
Useful phone numbers
Emergency for Police, Fire, Ambulance . . . . . . . . . . . . . 999
Police (Non-emergency) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 101
Accident & Casualty (Addenbrooke’s) . . . 01223 217118
Addenbrooke’s Hospital (Cambridge) . . . 01223 245151
Newmarket Hospital . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 01638 564000
West Suffolk Hospital (Bury St Edmunds)01284 713000
Staploe Medical Centre (Soham)
- Appointments  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 01353 624121
- Prescriptions & Dispensary  . . . . . . . . . . . 01353 727695
- Enquiries, Home Visits, Emergencies . . 01353 624123
Minor Treatment Centre, Ely . . . . . . . . . . . . 01353 656675
NHS Direct (for advice)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0845 4647
GP Out-Of-Hours (non-emergency) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 111
Electricity Emergencies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0800 7838838
Gas Emergencies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  0800 111999
Anglian Water Leaks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  0800 771881
- 24 hour . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0845 7145145
Social Services - office hours . . . . . . . . . . . . 0345 0455202
- out of hours emergency . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 01733 561370
Refuse Collection . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 01353 665555
RSPCA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 07599 522716
- Cruelty line . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  0300 1234 999
Citizens Advice Bureau  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ely 0845 130 6442
Mildenhall 01638 712094
Newmarket 01638 665999
District Councillor: Derrick Beckett  . . . . . 01638 780476
Parish Council Clerk: Diane Bayliss . . . . . . 01638 781687
MP: Lucy Frazer  . . . . . . . . . lucy.frazer.mp@parliament.uk

Village clubs: information
Club

Contact 	day/Date	

Time	

Place

1st Isleham Beavers
Emily Yellop 01638 780637
Tuesday
5.15-6.15pm
The Beeches
(boys & girls 6-8 yrs)
Alison Oliver 01638 781232
1st Isleham Cubs
“
Tuesday
6.30–8pm
The Beeches
(boys & girls 8-10yrs)
“
1st Isleham Scouts
“
Tuesday
6.30–8pm
The Beeches
(boys & girls 10-14 yrs)
“
Angling Society
Ivan Houghton 01638 780333			
Ballet & Dance
Lisa Nixon 07512 717758
Tuesday
from 4.30pm		 The Beeches
Ballroom Dancing
Cynthia George 01954 202095
Friday
7pm
The Beeches
Book Club
Doreen Spiers 01638 780783
2nd Friday
2pm
The Beeches
Bowls Club
Terry Pinder 01638 720875
Bridge Classes
Barry Lowe 01353 658358
Wednesday
10am–noon
The Beeches
Brownies
Bridget Clements 01353 624103
Thursday
6–7.15pm
High St. Church
Busy Bees
Pre-School 01638 781212
Wednesday
9.30–11.30am
The Beeches
Craft Club
Hazel Thompson 01638 780633
Tuesday
1.30–4pm
Limestone Centre
Isleham Gardeners
Jenny Hodd 01638 780729
3rd Tuesday
7.30pm
The Beeches
Isleham Society
Vernon Place 01638 780449
3rd Thursday
7.45pm
The Beeches
New Age Kurling
Lisa Milne 01638 780186
Friday
2–3.30pm
The Beeches
Pilates
Jo Simcock-Simms 07974 653775
Monday
7–8pm, 8–9pm The Beeches
			
Wednesday
12 noon
Tania Fitness
Tania McQuilkin 07983 440187
Tuesday
9.30-11am
The Beeches
Powerhoops & kettlebells		
Twinning Association
Keith Woollard 01353 723010
Annual visits to and from Nesles
WI
Glenda Preece 01638 780734
2nd Thursday
7.30pm
The Beeches
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sonianorman62@gmail.com
BIRTHDAYS • ANNIVERSARIES
HEN PARTIES • BRIDAL SHOWERS
BABY SHOWERS • CHRISTENINGS
...OR JUST HAVE HAVE YOUR FRIENDS ROUND!



 



      

Isleham Cattery

Garden Barber
Does your lawn need a cut?
Do the shrubs want a trim or would
the borders like a bit of colour?
If so call the Garden Barber:

Cat Care by Cat Lovers
Built and managed to Feline Advisory Bureau standards

All family size chalets
Inspections always welcome
Opening hours

07500 967233 / 01638 781412

Mon–Sat: 10:00–12:00 and 2:00–6:00

or email gardenbarber@yahoo.com
40 years of experience in
commercial horticulture & private gardening.

Sun and Bank Hols: 11:00–3:00
57 Waterside, Isleham, Cambs CB7 5SH
www.isleham-cattery.co.uk
01638 781367 — lorraine@isleham-cattery.co.uk

4

Isleham Sports &
Gala Day, Saturday
4th July 2015

Continued from front page

and of his pride in the achievement and his belief that the
village and surrounding area was already benefiting beyond
expectations from what the centre offers.
Attended by more than 100 people including those from
the village, invited guests and representatives from the main
contractors and architects, it was a lovely and somewhat poignant event. It was also a terrific bonus to have two sponsors
for the day with Cheffins Estate Agents & Auctioneers and Mr
Colin Murfitt, of C.J. Murfiitt Builders Ltd of Soham.

G

ala is probably the
most important day
in the year for many
people, children and adults
alike and this is a reminder to
put this into your diary.
Don’t forget that the
Children’s Fancy Dress
Competition is now judged
BEFORE the Parade starts
out. Even if children are not
riding or walking with a float,
they can still take part but
must assemble with the floats
and walkers.
We started out in January
with a Committee reduced to six, and only four managing the
first meeting. Undaunted, we decided to carry on with plans to
go ahead with Gala this year and are delighted that we were
soon joined by three more Committee Members. Even more
would be good!
We are also delighted that the PTA have organised a Royal
Family competition; results of this can be found on page 18. It
was a great success, so perhaps in future years more volunteers
will come forward to organise the Baby Show etc.
We urgently need sponsorship this year and if anyone has
ideas on this, please contact Jack on 01638 780440 or Will on
01638 780701, they will be delighted to hear from you.
Likewise, draw prizes – we need these too. If you have anything
suitable that you would like to donate please contact Kat on
07884 582731 or Margaret on 01638 781175
If you would like to hire a pitch, stall or table in the Craft
Marquee then contact Barbara on 01638 780373 (leave a message
and she will get back to you).
HELP! We need volunteers on the day to help set up stalls
and a whole host of other jobs connected to running the Gala
Day. We do have a stalwart band who turn up year after year
without prompting and we are always delighted to see them
arrive and grateful for their help. Any extra help would also be
much appreciated - all we can offer in return is a bacon butty
and a cup of tea...
Please, if you can, help to make Saturday 4th July 2015 another
great Gala Day. Isleham Gala Committee

VE Day Anniversary Dinner & Dance

The opening ceremony only proved to be the hors d’oeuvres
for what was one of the best nights at The Beeches so far!
We celebrated the 70th anniversary of VE day in some
style:more than 140 guests, many in fancy dress from the
era, partied like it was 1945. The Galaxy Big Band put on
an amazing performance with its excellent musicians and
singers. There was a mixed degree of expertise on the dance
floor, from Lindy-hop super stars through to line-dancing
novices. Many commented that the night far surpassed
expectations and may well have to become a fixture in the
Beeches calendar for years to come!

Sports & Gala Day 2015

I would like to draw your attention to a huge week for the
village and the centre. On Saturday 27th June we are having
the first Summer Ball in The Beeches, after three hugely
successful Balls in the marquee, prior to building the centre.
There will be a three-course meal, table magician, charity
casino, and the amazing band ‘The Other Commitments’,
through to the early hours, for a night of great summer
party fun. A charity auction will also take place for holidays,
events and gifts. Tickets are selling already but tables are
still available for 10 or 12 guests; tickets are £40 each. Don’t
miss out on this, as numbers are limited and even with the
planned marquee extension to the building to accommodate
everything, tickets are first come first served. Best dresses for
ladies and lounge suits for men for a glamorous and special
occasion in our great village.
The following Saturday is Gala Day, and The Beeches
will be at the heart again this year. The marquee from the
Summer Ball will remain to form an additional indoor facility.
We particularly wish all those involved with the Gala every
success this year.
I hope to see you at one or all the events listed below and
thank you all again for your support for all that happens at
The Beeches, Isleham. Mark Goldsack

Upcoming Beeches events:
see posters for more details
27th June - Summer Ball
4th July - Gala Day and Family Disco
30th October - Sportsman’s Dinner
20th December - Family Christmas Disco
31st December - New Years Eve Party

BAR STAFF VOLUNTEERS FOR GALA DAY
The Beeches bar will be open all day and evening; if
you would like to help out for an hour or two please
contact Louise on 01638 780097. No experience
necessary, training will be given, and its a great fun way
to be part of Isleham’s biggest and best day of the year!
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Plumbing, Heating & Drain Services
BLOCKED DRAINS CLEARED
• Gas Boiler Service & Maintenance
• Power Flushing to Heating Systems
• Home Buyers’ CCTV Drain and
Plumbing Surveys
• All Plumbing & Heating Repairs
and Alterations
• All Work Guaranteed
TEL: 01638 742873
MOBILE: 07932 773515
7 Ness Road, Burwell
Cambridge, Cb25 0aa

Professional Building &
Landscaping Services
Are you proud of your driveway?
Does your house need some work?
Do you use your garden as an extra room?
We can make that dream come true.
Our expert services include:
• Driveways and Paving
• Patios and Paths
• Fencing, Trellis work and Decking
• Turfing and Seeding

• Garden design
• All Building work
• Property Maintenance
• Bathrooms and Tiling

Please call with any questions and to make an appointment:
Office: 01638 721893 Site: 07789 261266 Freephone: 0800 288 9110
Visit our website for examples of our work and references:
www.amsbuildingandlandscaping.co.uk
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Our very own Isleham Royal Family,
Football Festival and League Cup Winners,
and the Spurgeon Trundlers...
See back page for
colour photos.

Meet the 2015 Gala
Royal Family

Isleham Football
Festival 2015

• See colour picture on back page, middle left.
he Gala Royal Family Disco was well
supported and everyone had a great time.
The PTA brought the tradition back to the
village and had 17 applications for the Royal
Family. After a lengthy judging process the
King, Queen, Prince and Princess were chosen
by Dave Wright (the DJ for the night).
Queen – Mia Leverington
King – Alfie Anderson
Prince – Miles Leverington
Princess – Erin Turner
Congratulations to them all! The Royal Family will be leading
the Gala Day Parade on Saturday 4th July. Emma Downey

• See colour picture on back page, top left.
sleham United Youth Football Club
hosted its 7th Festival of Football over
the weekend of 16th and 17th May. This
year’s festival was the biggest ever, with 150
teams playing over the two days.
We had Under 5s having a fun kick around,
boys Under 6s, 7s, 8s, 9s, 10s, 11s, 12s, 13s,
14s, 15s, and 16s, and girls Under 10s and Under 14s. We also
had our ladies team playing as well.
We had three Isleham teams get to the finals; congratulations
to the Under 16s winners! Our boys Under 13s and girls Under
14s were beaten, but only on penalties.
It was such a great turnout with more than 2000 people each
day visiting our festival! We couldn’t host it without our sponsors
for all the trophies and goals, so thanks are due to: Hallmark
Event Hire, Rosewood Pavilion, Newmarket Electrical and Dale
Francis. Finally, a very big thank you to all our helpers – not bad
for a small village. Craig Boneham

I

T

The Spurgeon Trundle •
See colour picture on back page, bottom.

O

n a windy but pleasantly sunny Saturday afternoon, on
9th May 2015 at three o’ clock, some twenty-five men,
women, children and a dog called Abby set off from the
duck pond in East Fen Road, Isleham on the 2015 Spurgeon
Trundle.
For those who haven’t heard of the Trundle before, it consists
of a leisurely annual walk down East Fen Road, and then along
Ferry Drove, to the place at the River Lark where the great
Reverend Charles Haddon Spurgeon was baptised on the 3rd
May 1850. He had walked all the way from Newmarket to Pound
Lane Church, here in Isleham, especially for that occasion. One
of Isleham’s best-kept secrets is that someone – we are not
sure who – placed a memorial stone on the river bank over
forty years ago, to mark the occasion where such an eminent
Christian began his Baptised Ministry.
He was known as ‘The Prince of Preachers,’ because during his
lifetime, he preached to more than 10 million people – all that
long before the days of radio and television! It’s worth looking
him up on the Internet, you can find him on wikipedia.org, as
he had such an extraordinary career, which has been, and still
is, revered worldwide.
This Trundle has now become an annual Isleham event, and
is something like Chaucer’s ‘Canterbury Tales,’ in the way that
those who made the ‘pilgrimage’ made friends with each other,
chatted about all sorts of things on the way, and shared stories
with each other. At the monument itself, there was a short act
of worship, beginning with The Lord’s Prayer, and then the
singing of the hymn, ‘Jerusalem,’ and ‘The Grace,’ and finally
three cheers for Spurgeon!
Each ‘Trundler’ was given a brief souvenir, which included a
photo of last year’s ‘pilgrims,’ some facts about Spurgeon, and
an appropriate extract from one of his sermons that he had
specially addressed to the farming community.
Next year, the Trundle will take place on Saturday the 7th of
May starting at three o’clock, so put it in your diary now while you
think of it, and, if you’ve never joined us before, come and do the
2016 Spurgeon Trundle: you’ll love it! Christopher Goodwins

Girls Under 12s win
the League Cup

• See colour picture on back page, top right.
sleham, of the Under 12s South League
met Bluntisham Blasters, of the Under
12s North League in the 2015 League
Cup Final.
The first half was very even apart from a
piece of brilliance from Amy McLean as she
weaved through the Bluntisham defence to
give Isleham the lead at half time. Bluntisham came out battling
in the second half, but good defending from Libby Coleman and
Elli-Rai Quinn-Nicholls kept them out.
Amy Mclean then came close for Isleham as she hit the cross
bar from a distance. Chloe Boneham continued to work hard in
midfield for Isleham and was finally rewarded when she helped
set up Talia Irvine to score Isleham’s second goal to give them
victory and their first trophy, also keeping them in with of a
chance of achieving the league and cup double.
Amy McLean was awarded the S-Tech player of the match.
Tony Kirby-Cook

I

• If you would like your club, society or organisation’s
news and photos to appear in the Isleham Informer,
please contact any member of Informer staff - see page 3
for contact details. Please supply your article and photos
by July 9th for our August issue (but we may be able to
accommodate copy after that date, do check with Zoë). We
also need the photographer’s name where necessary and
details of photos for captions: please do ask subjects to
give their permission to appear in the Informer - children
should have parents permission.
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Ronnie Harnick

P.J.Carrington

Gas Heating and
Plumbing Services

Carpet Fitter
All Types of Flooring

Servicing and Installation
Bathrooms, Wet Rooms
Domestic Natural Gas L.P.G.
Kitchens
Boilers and Appliances
Fully Certified
Part ‘L’ Heating Efficiency
Fully Insured
Gas Fires
Landlords Certification
Underfloor Heating
No Job Too Small!
Mobile Park Homes, Leisure Vehicles, Boats
Unvented Domestic Hot Water Systems
Oil fired boiler service and repair

11 Church Lane, Isleham

T: 01638 781790
M: 07533 172539
E: carringtonpj@live.com
W: www.pjcarringtonheatingandplumbing.co.uk
207905

ronaldpaul@hotmail.co.uk
07972 720935
01638 780958
Free Quotations

INSTALLER

68 Isleham Marina
Fen Bank
Isleham
Cambs CB7 5SL

Rural Cambs – Ely
70 Market Street
ELY
Cambridgeshire
CB7 4LS
www.adviceguide.org.uk
Tel: 0344 245 1292
Ely Citizens Advice Bureau holds a dropin at the library in Soham, from 10am til
12 noon on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of
each month. The next is 11th February.
For free, confidential, and impartial
advice for a range of problems – housing,
employment, relationships, benefits, debt,
consumer – drop in and talk to a trained
adviser.
Wednesday June 10th and 24th
Wednesday July 8th and 22nd
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Friends of Isleham
Nature Reserves

Isleham WI

A

t our meeting in April we welcomed
Angela and David Knock who brought
with them an enormous collection of
traditional toys, many of which were familiar
to our members. There was a large selection
that we all remembered as the toys our children
played with and also toys we played with ourselves. However, the
oldest toy in the room was a teddy belonging to one of our members,
in our competition ‘My Favourite Toy’.
In May our speaker was Lucy Lewis who came to tell us about her
life in the army. She served for 10 years, rising to the rank of Major, and
was the first female member of the bomb disposal squad. Lucy gave a
very amusing insight into officer training at Sandhurst and being the
only woman in her unit. She also married ‘beneath her’ – a Captain,
which was definitely not the done thing! She served in lots of places
and said that her time in Northern Ireland was where she felt that you
were always under pressure and aware of the danger. She is still in
the Territorials and has to spend one month a year training. Lucy was
a very interesting speaker.
On 18th May we held our Group meeting in Millbrook House in
Soham. This is a yearly event when members of Chippenham, Fordham,
Isleham and Soham WIs meet together. This year our speaker was Ruth
Diver MBE who talked about her life as a teacher in a special needs
school in Norfolk, and also about her day at Buckingham Palace when
she was presented with her MBE, an award for her services to education, by the Duke of Cambridge; lovely memories to add to those she
has from her life as a teacher. This was followed by refreshments and
an excellent quiz presented by Gaynor Ryan of Chippenham WI.
There is no meeting in June, as we are going on our summer outing,
but in July we will be hearing about ‘Life as a Film Extra’.
• If you would like to join the WI or simply come to a meeting to
see what it is like, please do come along. We meet on the second
Thursday of each month in the Beeches, 7.30pm for 7.45pm, and
new members are always welcome. For further information contact:
Glenda Preece on 01638 780734 or email gjpreece@aol.com

B

irdsong is at its peak on the
railway Nature Reserve just
now, and you can hear the
rattle of lesser whitethroat, the
descant of willow warbler, and the
clear notes of blackcap, all summer
visitors that use the scrubby areas
in the reserve as nesting sites,
alongside yellowhammers and
skylarks singing in the adjacent
fields. The first butterflies are active
– speckled wood, brimstone and orange tips can be found just
now, whilst common lizards bask in the more open areas on
sunny days.
We held our AGM at The Beeches on 13th April. Louise
Bacon, who is one of the County biological recorders, gave a
talk on butterflies in Cambridgeshire. Whilst some species have
become much less common in recent years, there have been
some really encouraging new arrivals in the County, with the
spectacular Purple Emperor now found in the County as well as
two of the Fritillary butterflies. We hope to be able to organise
a field identification session with Louise, and will be carrying
out our own butterfly counts on the Reserve later in the year.
Other events we are planning this summer are a children’s bughunting day, an evening bat detecting and a look at the sky at
night, all on the Reserve.
All are very welcome to join us at any of our events, and at
our evening meetings. We hold these at The Beeches every two
months, with talks on alternate occasions. Our next meeting is
on 8th June at 7.30 pm. On that occasion we will be meeting on
the Nature Reserve to look at the results of our management over
the past few years and to plan the further management needed
this winter, with the main aim of encouraging the right sort of
habitat for the range of wildlife that uses the reserve. Please
come along if you’d like to make suggestions or to hear about
how you might get involved in the management work or other
events. At our following meeting, at The Beeches on 10th August
at 7.30pm, we will hear a talk by Phil Clarke, the Greenspaces
Officer for Cambridgeshire County Council, about the range of
wildlife and nature conservation work that the Council helps
to promote. Again, all are welcome (no charge, and we have no
membership fee). If you would like to know more, get involved,
help shape our future events or help plan the management of
the sites which we look after, please get in touch: Alastair Burn:
Chair, tel: 01638 780553; Avi Stacey: Management Organiser, tel:
01638 780023. We can also be found on Facebook at ‘ Friends
Of Isleham Nature Reserves’. •

IUFA AGM

T

he Isleham Under Fives Association is pleased to announce that
its next AGM will be held in the Preschool Building on Thursday
1st October 2015 at 1930. We’d love to welcome you there.
We will be recruiting for/re-electing the following IUFA committee
positions: Chairperson (or chairperson and co-chairperson), Vice
Chairperson, Treasurer, Secretary, Fundraising coordinator, and
Busy Bees coordinator. Without a committee in place we are unable
to run the Preschool – so your support is of huge value. Thank you,
on behalf of the current IUFA Committee •

HIS ‘N’ HERS

SCHOOL OF MOTORING
David Eavis A.D.I. Grade 6
& Sarah Eavis A.D.I. Grade 6
• Highest grade instructors both
with 22 years’ experience
• Patient, reliable, D.S.A. qualified
		
instructors
• Student and block booking 		
discounts
• Competitive prices
www.hisnhersdrivingschool.co.uk
Tel: 01638 781214
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The Rising Sun

Kid’s play
area

Sun Street, Isleham.
Tel: 01638 780471

Food served

Friday 12 noon to 2pm and 7pm to 9pm
Saturday 12 noon to 9pm
Sunday 12 noon to 2pm

ENTERTAINMENT

Saturda y 6th June:
d)
Regardless (ban
he
Saturda y 4th Jul y: T
)
Revival (rock ba nd
Saturda y 11th Jul y:
R ace Night

Opening times
Monday: 7pm to Close
Tuesday to Thursday:
12 noon to 3pm, 7pm to Close
Friday, Saturday: 12 noon to Close
Sunday: 12 noon to 10.30pm
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Isleham Bowls Club report

T

he 2014–15 carpet bowls season has now concluded and in
the East Cambs league, Team A retained their division one
status but Team B struggled in the top division and finished
bottom of the league.
In our internal competitions, the winners were as follows:
Winner
Runner-up
Singles Darren Dunbavin
Margaret Marsh
Pairs
Sue Thompson and
Margaret Marsh &
Robert Burling
Celia Clarke
Fours
Pat Houghton, Eddie
Glenda Preece, Ann Cant,
Sheppard, Peter Doe
Barry Grimwood and Sue
and Jeff Marsh
Thompson
Triples Carol Doe, Sylvia Powell
and Robert Burling
Now the summer months have arrived, attention turns to lawn bowls
on the outside green. It hasn’t been the warmest of starts, not the
perfect outdoor leisure activity but hopefully by the time this goes
to print, warmer days and evenings are in good supply.
Results have been mixed at the start of the season, the afternoon
league are suffering from a lack of players to call upon, but those
that play are hopefully enjoying their matches despite the results.
The ladies have started very well in the Ely & District league and are
sitting top after a couple of matches, the men having won one and
lost one are in mid table in their league. In the mixed Cambridge &
District league we have won all four so are looking good, long may
it continue.
Isleham primary school asked us to lay on a five week after-school
activity session playing both carpet bowls and also venturing outside
on the green. These have been enjoyed by both the pupils and our
members who have helped to offer advice. Who knows what budding
young talent may emerge from these sessions?
We have matches on various evenings, mainly during the week
rather than weekends, and would welcome anyone to come along
and have a look at what is on offer at the club. Matches usually run
from 6.30 until 8.30pm.
Sadly we had to say goodbye to Keith Munns from Burwell who
passed away recently. Keith was a member for a number of years
and served on the committee as well as enjoying playing the game.
Barry Grimwood, Club Captain

Cambs Fire & Rescue Service:
Think twice before jumping into
water this summer

W

ould you jump into a river, lake or any other open waterway
on a hot sunny day? Do you know what hazards lie beneath
the water? Or how cold the water is? Your fire service
has pledged to deliver water safety education to every school in
Cambridgeshire following the tragic death of a teenage boy last
summer.
But there is only so much we can do and we’re calling on parents,
carers and peers to talk each other about water safety.
Some things to remember:
• You do not know what hazards lie beneath the surface of rivers,
lakes, canals, etc.
• Strong undercurrents can be tough to conquer, even if you know
how to swim
• Cambridgeshire’s waterways are cold – even on the hottest days
of the year – and this has a dramatic effect on your body’s ability
to swim and get yourself out of trouble, should you get stuck.
• If someone is in trouble, call 999 immediately. Do not hesitate
to call the emergency services and give clear details of your
location.
For the latest news, incidents and safety advice, or to contact us, log
on to www.cambsfire.gov.uk . Find us on Twitter, Instagram and
Facebook. Call 01480 444500 for enquiries •
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June & July 2015
Mondays
Tuesdays

7–9pm Pilates
9.30–11am PowerHoops & KettleBells
4pm–9.30pm Ballet/Beavers/Cubs/Scouts/
Your Body Class
Wednesdays 9am–12 Busy Bees
9am Bridge
10–11.30am Needles & Natter
12–1pm Pilates 		
6–7pm Hour of Power
Thursdays 7.15–8.15pm Hour of Power
7.45-8.45pm Your Body Class
Fridays
2–3.30pm New Age Kurling
7-8.30pm Ballroom Dancing
Saturdays
9–10am Hour of Power
11.15-12.15am Your Body Class
10am–1pm Breakfast
9am–close Café & bar open
Sundays
10am –1pm Breakfast
9am–close Café & bar open

Open for breakfast every
Saturday & Sunday 10am to 1pm
Contact Louise Hounsome
Tel: 01638 780097 • Mobile: 07742 832300

Amended rates for hire and conditions of use at The Beeches will be
published on the website, at the Centre and on local noticeboards in the
near future, and also in the next edition of the Informer.

Carpentry Services
Established 1970
For all General Carpentry
and Building Work
No Job Too Small
Grant Hounsome
34 Sun Street
Tel: 01638 780 358
Mob: 07801 950 627
merrymonk@tiscali.co.uk
carpentryservicesisleham.webs.com

Sue Hart

BSc (Hons), S.R.CH, M.Ch.S

Podiatrist
Chiropodist

HPC Registered 12573

Home visits
Daytime and evening appointments
Home 01638 555187
Mobile 07710155409
susie.harty@googlemail.com
• 20 years’ experience • Corns/callus
• Ingrown toenails
• Nails & thickened nails
• Gait analysis/biomechanics/orthotics
• Footwear advice
• Verruccas
• Fungal infections
• Diabetic advice and treatments

Kitchens/Bathrooms
Doors/Windows
Interior. Exterior
Maintenance
Lodge Gables over
Boarded

Hair Studio

53 Pound Lane, Isleham
Ample parking
Run by Gavin Baxter of Rascals unisex hair
salon in Newmarket for the last 34 years.
Gents, ladies and children:
cutting, colouring, perming etc.
Monday 9.15am–2.15pm
Wednesday 3pm–8pm
Saturday 2pm–6pm
By appointment only
07957708255 or Rascals 01638 664658
Everyone is welcome.
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Letters to the Editor

•

advertorial

•

From Emma Joy-Staines: I am the proud owner of my own health,
wellness and nutrition business, working from home. I help lots of
people with a natural product range under the umbrella of Forever
Living Products, a 37 year old American company.
The range includes nutritional health drinks, personal care,
skincare – beauty & skin defence, supplements, sports performance & mobility, weight management, animal & home, cosmetic
& beauty products.
I would very much like to share these exceptional products
with my neighbours, and would love the opportunity to meet
with you to show you what I can offer. I also have a great sample
box of products that I would be delighted to drop around for you
to enjoy for free for a few days. Your feedback and support would
be very much appreciated!
Underpinning these fantastic products is an outstanding business opportunity that I can share with you – I help many people
set up their own home based businesses, giving them the freedom
to be their own boss, working from home around their family and
choosing the hours that suit them.
If you are interested to find out how you could make an additional
income, I would be happy to send you some information or show
you more about the business opportunity. I’m looking for positive,
motivated people in the UK and worldwide, so even if you think
it is not for you please make your friends/family aware because
you might just be offering them exactly what they’re looking for!
Finally, I’m a big believer in supporting local businesses, so
don’t hesitate to let me know if you also provide any services or
have your own business, I would love to hear about it! I often run
many events across the county and would love to be out there
promoting everything wonderful happening in Isleham.
Contact: Mobile: 07809244895; Email: prosperityinternationalgroup@gmail.com; Facebook: Emma Joy-Staines

From Margaret Davies, in praise of the NHS
There is so much negative comment about our NHS that I feel driven
to write about my own experiences. I am elderly and can remember
life before the NHS and, believe me, it was not easy. Over many years
of needing numerous operations and other medical help I have had
nothing but good experiences.
Quite recently I became quite seriously ill and spent two weeks in
West Suffolk Hospital where, from the time I woke up in A & E until
discharge, I have nothing but positive comments to make. Doctors
were tireless in their efforts to diagnose and then ensure that I had the
right treatment. At one point I needed a scan and the department told
the Doctor if he wanted it that day it had to be that very moment – that
Doctor put me into a wheelchair and ran all the way to the scanner on
the other side of the hospital. The nurses were dedicated and caring.
The Ward Clerk went out of her way to do things way beyond her remit
and even the Cleaning Staff were kind and caring.
On arrival home my GP was called and within hours of his visit,
equipment for my recuperation was delivered. I had antibiotics in less
than an hour. Not only this, but he organised NHS Carers to come in
three times a day for two weeks.
The care overall was absolutely wonderful and so I say yes, complain
if it is totally justified but otherwise be hugely grateful for what we
have – I certainly am, and furthermore happy to be here and able to
write this. Thank you NHS! Margaret Davies
From Emma Joy-Staines, in praise of our village
We firstly want to thank everyone in the village who has made us feel
so very welcome. We have never before lived in such a friendly place,
and would like particularly to thank Val and John, David, Diane and
everyone at the Co-op who have been so very kind to us. Isleham is
a very special place and we are so thankful to have found it. Emma,
Leigh, Teddy and Sally, dogs Ozzie and Stella and cat Basil

Peter’s Bridal
Warehouse
Peter Bullman
(Formally of Heart Brides)

Wedding dress
factory outlet
Unit 21 Northfield Business Park
SOHAM
Just off A142 Soham By Pass

Stunning Dresses,
Size 8 to 36 always in stock
Priced from £299 to £899
Call 07917757862
www.petersbridalwarehouse.com
Facebook Peter Bridal Warehouse
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Isleham Parish Council Update
The Parish Council meets on the first Monday of
every month at 7.15pm. Meetings are held in the
main meeting room of The Beeches. Members of
the public are invited to attend the meetings and
15 minutes is set aside each month for public question time. (No food or drink to be brought into the
meeting room, please.)
Full copies of the minutes are available on the Parish Council
website, the Notice Board and from the Parish Clerk, Diane
Bayliss: tel: 01638 781687, email: islehampc@btinternet.
com

ADVANCE NOTICE
• T he Parish Council elections took place on 7th May.
Lionel Neal and Hazel Thompson did not stand for
election therefore there are currently two vacancies
on the Council which may be filled by co-option at the
June meeting.
• Derrick Beckett was elected as Chairman of the Parish
Council.
• Richard Radcliffe was elected as Vice-Chairman of the
Parish Council.
Police Matters
• Non- Emergency Contact No for Police: 101
• The Council are to consider CCTV cameras to cover the skate
park and MUGA following two arrests on the Recreation
Ground for carrying drugs and the break in on the MUGA
which has damaged the magnetic closer.

Parish Conference
• The Parish Conference entitled ‘Safer, Stronger, Sustainable,’
was held on 2nd April, and attended by JM and GP. The
focus of East Cambs Policing was the Constabulary and
Community Safety Partnership priorities. It was stressed
how Parish Councillors can act as ‘eyes and ears of the
community’ in helping to identify the most vulnerable.
Other topics covered were building and growing facilities
for Parish Communities – meeting demand for burial
spaces in old and new cemeteries, and grant funding
opportunities. The Parish Council’s role in Community
Led Planning; a talk was given on the importance of
Neighbourhood Plans.
Recreation Ground Report
• T here are a few slots available on the MUGA in the
evenings and it is also available at weekends and during
the day. Please contact the Parish Clerk for further
details.
• Please remember no dogs are allowed on the Recreation
Ground or on The Beeches car park and footpaths.
• The Beavers will be using part of the Recreation Ground
for an archery session on June 30th.
Play Area Report
• The Play Area continues to be well used and maintained.

Skate Park Report
• The Skate Park is complete and is being well used. The
Grant for £20,000 from Amey Cespa has been received by
the Council.
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Financial Matters
• The internal audit has taken place and no matters have
been raised for review.

The Beeches
• The Official Opening of the Centre took place on Saturday
2nd May 2015. The plaque, kindly donated by Mildenhall
Monumentals, was unveiled by Vernon Place and Ruth
Diver.

Planning Matters
Planning Applications have been received for:
• 15/00121/FUL Conversion of domestic garage first floor and
ground floor store, to self contained annex (retrospective)
at 4 Priory Gardens for Mr David Fitchett (Noted)
• 15/00248/OUT Outline Planning Application for the erection
of two dwellings at site to North East of 1 Ellwoods Close,
Isleham for Mr Ellwood – no objection
• 15/00260/FUL Construction of despatch building for root
vegetables at White Hall Farm, Temple Road, Isleham for
Tompsett Holdings Ltd – no objection
• 1 5/00214/FUL Enlarge approved application under
14/01344/FUL at 10 Little London, Isleham for Mr & Mrs
Flynn – no objection
• 1 5/00215/LBC Enlarge approved application under
14/01344/FUL at 10 Little London, Isleham for Mr & Mrs
Flynn – no objection
• 1 5/00202/FUL River moorings (10 residential,
10 leisure) and ancillary works including storage
units, car parking and landscaping at River View, 26
Prickwillow Road, Isleham – RR requested that DB
call this application in at ECDC. The Council object on
the grounds that the survey is incorrect – in particular
there are kingfishers/marsh harriers and there are
otters in the river. The Council therefore question
the credibility of the other surveys. Very rural area –
large development encroaching on open country side.
Don’t know what waste or environmental facilities.
Ecologically and environmentally unsustainable. (several
of the councillors are familiar with this area of the river).
The Council will ask Mr Alistair Burn if he would be
prepared to do a survey of wildlife in the area.
• 15/00325/FUL New garage adjacent to dwelling at land
to rear of 18 Little London, Isleham for Mr & Mrs Drayton
– no objection
• 15/00156/FUL Single storey extension to rear and demolition
of existing timber garage and replacement with double
timber garage at Wigors Cottage, 4 Church Lane, Isleham
for Mr William Thompson – no objection
• 14/01399/FUL Camp site Karma Farm, 8 Fen Bank, Isleham
for Mr Will Taylor – no objection
Planning Approvals have been received for:
• 15/00127/FUL Two storey side extension, single storey rear
extension. Re-location of front door to front elevation at 2
Goodchilds Gardens, Isleham for Mrs Emily Rutterford
• 14/01383/LBC Internal alterations The Griffin, 11 Church
Street, Isleham for Mr & Mrs Missing
• 15/00117/FUL Single storey rear extension at 2 Croft Road,
Isleham for Mr Clint Grove
• 15/00142/FUL Single storey extension to rear and covering
garage to form annex 48 East Fen Road, Isleham for Mr &

Mrs S Petts
• 14/01244/FUL Single storey side extension to replace
existing conservatory, alterations to main roof and external
insulation at 6 The Pits for Mr Acheson
Other Planning Matters
• 15/00046/TRE& Trees/Isleham/CA Tree Work Approval
at 22 The Pits
• East Cambridgeshire District Council formally adopted the
East Cambridgeshire Local Plan on April 21st.

Andrew Farr

Highways Matters
• F ollowing a visit from James Rigney from the County
Council Highways team it has been agreed that a sign
will be placed on Fordham Road showing that there
is a concealed entrance over the hill by the Nature
Reserve. The ‘slow’ signs on the road are also to be
refreshed.
• The Parish Council have agreed to pursue the possibility of
a footpath/cycleway from Isleham to Fordham.
• If your street light is not working please contact the Parish
Clerk with the light number, she will then report it to the
County Council.

14 East Fen Road,
Isleham CB7 5SW
Tel: 01638 780375
Mob: 07768 328387

Interior and exterior
Painting and decorating
Paper hanging
Commercial and
domestic
Over 30 years’
experience

Allotment Matters
• Please note that organic waste only may be burnt on the
allotment sites
• There are still a number of plots available on the Dunstall
Allotment site. Please contact the Parish Clerk for details.
Orchard Matters
• There are two trees available to be sponsored in the Orchard.
For further information contact Mrs Malkin on 01638
780283.

Karen’s
Grooming

Other Matters
• The Dial-a-Ride Service is no longer in service. An alternative
service is being offered by EFACT (Fenland) however anyone
wishing to use the service must be a member. For further
information ring the March office on 01354 661234.

All your pet’s
grooming requirements
on your doorstep

Dog Fouling
PLEASE REMEMBER TO CLEAR UP AFTER YOUR DOG!
• A number of dog bins have been installed around the village
although there are still a number of incidents of dog fouling.
The dog warden can be contacted on 01353 665555 or you
can file a report on the website www.eastcambs.gov.uk •

01638 781791
07803 548573

Parish Councillors address list
Derrick Beckett (Chairman)
Vanessa Bruyneel-Smith
Paul Chaplin
Jeannette Malkin
Bob Mitchell
Clive Patterson
Glenda Preece
Richard Radcliffe
Pauline Wilkes
Les Wightman
Louise Harrison
Diane Bayliss (Parish Clerk)

Appleyard Farm, 1 Houghtons Lane, Isleham Tel: 01638 780476
115 The Causeway, Isleham Tel: 01638 781708
Jay Jay Lodge, Waterside, Isleham Tel: 01638 781745
17 Little London, Isleham Tel: 01638 780283
10 Sparkes Close, Isleham Tel: 01638 780707
21 West Street, Isleham Tel: 01638 780669
94 The Causeway, Isleham Tel: 01638 780734
45 Sun Street, Isleham Tel: 01638 780831
6 Limestone Close, Isleham Tel: 01638 780640
3 Sun Street, Isleham Tel: 01638 781022
8 West Street, Isleham Tel: 01638 781465
32 Mill Street, Isleham, CB7 5RY Tel: 01638 781676
Email: islehampc@btinternet.com Website: www.isleham-village.co.uk
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Churches
Choir Director: Mark Liversidge 01638 781696 mark.liversidge@
islehamchurch.org.uk
Webmaster: Andrew Stephens 01638 781468/780229. For
more information about the Three Rivers Group and St Andrew’s,
please visit our website at www.islehamchurch.org.uk •

Three Rivers Group

St Andrew’s
Parish Church

Welcome to St Andrew’s, the Parish Church here in Isleham.
All are welcome in this community of faith in Jesus Christ.
St Andrew’s is part of the Three Rivers Group, including the
villages of Chippenham, Fordham, Kennett, Snailwell & Isleham.
Do join us for worship and fellowship on Sundays and during
the week.
Rector: The Rev’d Mike Banyard, The Vicarage, 24 Mildenhall
Road, Fordham CB7 5NR Tel: 01638 721616 email: banyardmg1@
yahoo.co.uk
Associate Priest: The Rev’s Dr Jenny Gage email 3rivers.
jenny@gmail.com
Curate: The Rev’s Sue Potts, The Vicarage, Chippenham CB7
5PP
Licensed Lay Minister: Mrs Helen Banyard
WORSHIP
Sundays: The main service is at 9.30 am. Junior Church meets
in the Social Centre. On the third Sunday of every month we
worship together at an All Age Holy Communion service.
Monday: 9.15 Morning Prayer at 7 The Close, Kennett
Tuesday: 8.15 Morning Prayer, Social Centre Isleham
Wednesday: 8.15 Morning Prayer, Chippenham;4.15 Evening
Prayer Snailwell
Thursday: 8.15 Morning Prayer, Fordham
Friday: 8.30 Holy Communion (BCP) Fordham
Tuesday Coffee Morning 9am – 12 noon Social Centre
Fridays 6.30pm Choir practice. All welcome. Contact Mark
Liversidge 01638 781696. 7.30pm Bell Ringing, beginners
especially welcome. Contact Ruth Ogden 01638 780646.
Churchwardens: Ruth Ogden 01638 780646, ruth.ogden@
islehamchurch.org.uk; Rob Savage 01638 780218 robert.savage@
islehamchurch.org.uk
Tower Captain: Ruth Ogden 01638 780646 ruth.ogden@
islehamchurch.org.uk

www.ljbroofingservices.co.uk
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Pound Lane
Free Church

Pastor: Mr Dave Hall (01638 781343 or 01638 780636, email
pastor@plfc.org.uk)
Sunday worship: 11am and 6.30pm.
Celebration of the Lord’s Supper: First Sunday following
evening service and third Sunday following morning service. A
crèche is available for babies to Year 3 during the morning service.
Refreshments are served after the evening services, except the
first Sunday of the month. Fellowship Lunches are served after
the morning service on the third Sunday of the month.
Kingdom Kids (3 years–Year 3): 10–11.15am (Mrs Sue Thompson
01638 780030).
All Stars (Years 4–6): 10–11.15am (Mrs Suzanne Hall 01638
781805).
Covies (Year 7–18 years): 9.30–10.30am (Mr Steve Neale 01638
780717).
There is a hearing loop installed and signing for the deaf is
available as well as Braille songbooks. We have a comprehensive
Child Protection Policy and a CRB check has been carried out
on all children’s and young people’s workers.
Monday: Music Mayhem: 9.30–10.30am (Mrs Sue Thompson
01638 780030) Preschool children during school terms. A
fun time for your pre-school children – action songs, musical
instruments and the ever-popular ‘Sockeroo’, followed by
refreshments and a time to relax with friends whilst the children
play. New members always welcome.
Tuesday: 18–30s: 7pm. (Suzanne Hall 01638 781805) Meeting
at PLFC with monthly social events.
Wednesday: Fellowship (fortnightly) 2.30–3.30pm. (Church
01638 781343) Meeting on alternate Wednesdays and catering
for the more mature in age. They
enjoy meeting together for a Bible
talk, spiritual songs and prayer.
Various fun events and meals are
also organized during the year.
New members are always welcome.
Church Night: 7.40–9pm. Bible
study, prayer and fellowship. Age
from mid-teens upwards.
Thursday: Coffee Morning:
10–11.30am.Turn up any time
between 10 and 11.30am for free tea,
coffee and cakes. Chat with friends
and make new friends. Open to any
age. Includes an eight minute ‘In the
News this Week’ slot in the middle.
Covies Club Night: 7–9pm
Friday: Women’s Meeting
(fortnightly) 10.30–11.45am (Sue
Hall 01638 780636).
Saturday: Men’s Fellowship (2nd
Sat of month) 8am (Paul Rogerson
01638 781343).
Christianity Explored courses are
run regularly – please ask for dates
of next course.

For further information on any of the above, or if you would like to
speak to Pastor Dave phone: 01638 781343 (Church Office) 01638
780636 (Pastor’s Home) Email: pastor@plfc.org.uk; secretary@
plfc.org.uk Web sites: www.plfc.org.uk; www.isleham.com
On Sunday 21st June at 10.30am we will be celebrating
Father’s Day in our morning service, thanking God for
fathers and praying for those who have none. The service will
be followed by refreshments and a barbecue lunch to which
everyone is warmly invited.
The Men’s Fellowship is holding a Men’s Breakfast on
Saturday 11th July from 8.00am – all men are very welcome
– just give Paul a call to let him know you are coming or email
mensfellowship@plfc.org.uk •

High Street Church

We have lots going on in the week from book clubs to youth
groups, groups discussing parenting teenagers to learning to
drum or working with migrant workers, you could come along
to little lambs toddler group or enjoy Rendezvous, our group
for those who are retired – there is too much to list. We also
do great Sunday get-togethers at 10.30am and 6.30pm – the
door is open.
• Catch us on Facebook – High street church Isleham – or our
web site www.highst.org.uk
SUNDAY SERVICES: All are welcome to our Sunday services
throughout the year.
Morning worship: 10.30am All ages are very welcome from
the very young to the very old. The children have their own
activities.
Evening fellowship: 6.30pm A less formal service usually with
opportunity for individual sharing. Come and hear about God’s
goodness! Tea, coffee and good conversation are available after
both the morning and evening services •
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Gala Day
Competitions
Open Competitions

All categories qualify for rosettes for 1st,
2nd and 3rd places, and for Best in Show.
1. A Bird Feeder
2. A decorated garden tool
Fruit and vegetable category
1. Three potatoes
2. Three broad beans (in pods)
3. Three peas(in pods)
4. Three Carrots
5. Three runner beans
6. Three beetroot
7. Three sticks of rhubarb
8. Six Gooseberries
9. A container (basket,tray or box) of
produce from my garden or allotment
10. A bowl of soft fruit (single or mixed)
from my garden or allotment
11. Six matched hens eggs*
12. Six eggs from mixed poultry (please
specify): must be free range and fresh laid
(garden or allotment)
Indoor grown category (greenhouse,
polytunnel, etc)
1. Six radishes
2. Four Spring Onions
3. A cucumber
4. Four courgettes
5. Three tomatoes
6. Lettuce (several types may be entered)
7. A bowl of mixed leaves
Floral category
If used, staging should be a maximum of
2’6” high. Accessories may be used but
no artificial flowers or foliage permitted.
Fresh foliage acceptable.
1. An arrangement to depict Victory in
1945 (VE & VJ days)
2. A vase or bowl of flowers from your
garden or allotment (foliage may be used)
3. A vase of fresh mixed herbs
4. A bouquet of dried mixed herbs
5. 3 or 5 stems of sweet peas – single or
mixed colours
6. 3 or 5 pansies – single or assorted
colours)
7. A single rose
8. 3 or 5 roses – single or mixed colours
9. A hanging basket or container
10. A garden or allotment plot on a tray
The Great Isleham Bake-Off
Breadmakers may be used
1. Six White rolls
2. Six Wholemeal rolls
3. Loaf of white bread
4. Loaf of Wholemeal bread
5. Focaccia bread
6. Loaf of flavoured bread
7. 4 scones – fruit, cheese or plain
8. Carrot cake
9. Fruit pie – double crust plate pie
10. A plate of shortbread
11. A Coffee walnut cake (nuts may be
omitted) See recipe after notes.
Jams, pickles and chutneys – a jar of:
1. Jam – fruit of choice – please label
2. Marmalade

5. Any baked product – bread, cake or
3. Pickled onions or shallots
biscuits
4. Mixed pickles
5. Tomato chutney
Notes
Entries for all categories will be accepted
6. Mint Jelly
from 9.30a.m. to 12 noon on Gala Day (4th
7. Redcurrant jelly
July 2015). In special circumstances entries
8. Onion marmalade
may be accepted outside these times if a prior
Miscellany category
arrangement is made by calling 01638 781175
1. A photograph of my garden
before 8a.m. Entries may not be removed from
marquees until after 3.30p.m. but must be
2. A photograph of my allotment
taken no later than 4.45p.m.
3. My best gardening tip
Disclaimer: whilst every possible effort is
Arts and crafts section
made to avoid damage or removal of items by
Open to all ages including children.
unauthorised persons, the Gala Association
cannot accept liability for loss or damage.
Entries from children to be clearly
marked with age.
Recipe for Coffee walnut cake
1. A quilted item (if you are exhibiting a
Ingredients
quilt please provide your own stand)
115g self raising flour
2. An item of tapestry work
l level tspn. Baking powder
3. A piece of embroidery
115g spreadable butter (i.e. well softened)
4. A knitted item
2 large eggs
5. A piece of crochet work
115g golden caster sugar
6. A painting – any medium
1 rounded tablespoon STRONG instant
7. A drawing – any medium
coffee (espresso if possible);
8. An item of woodwork
50g very finely chopped walnuts
9. A pottery item
10. An item modelled in clay or other
For the filling and topping
material
250g mascarpone
11. Photographic art
1 rounded dessert spoon STRONG instant
12. A piece of handmade jewellery
coffee powder (espresso
13. A hand or machine finished
if possible).
home-made garment
1 tablespon golden caster sugar
14. An item of feltwork
1–2 tablespoons milk
15. A handmade card
8 walnut halves
16. An upholstered item
You will also need two 18 x 4 cm sponge
tins, lightly buttered and bases lined.
Competitions for children
Method
This category is open to children who will
Set oven to 170 degrees – gas mark 3.
be under 16 on 31st August 2015 and
Sift flour and baking powder into a large
will be judged in two sections, i.e. up to
bowl. Hold the sieve quite high to give a good
12 years on specified date and 12 to 16.
Children may enter into adult sections but ‘airing’. Then add butter, eggs, sugar and
coffee powder and using an electric hand
must clearly mark entry with age.
whisk mix for about one minute to a smooth
Gardening competitions
creamy consistency. Using a tablespoon fold
1. Wild flowers in a decorated jar
the chopped nuts into the mixture. Divide the
2. Garden flowers in a hand decorated
mixture between the prepared tins and level
container
off with spoon or palate knife.
3. A garden on a plate
Bake near the centre of oven for about 25
4. An item of produce from my own plot
minutes. The sponges are cooked when you
5. Pasta art on a plate
press lightly with your little finger and the
6. A container of home grown cress
centre springs back. Remove from the oven
7. A hand decorated container of mixed
and after 30 seconds loosen the edges by
produce
sliding a palette knife all round, then turn
Creations
the cakes onto a wire cooling tray. Gently
1. A toy in 1940s style dress., civilian or
peel back the lining and using another wire
military
cooling tray, turn the cakes over to avoid
2. A potato hedgehog
them sticking to tray. Whilst cakes are
3. A scarecrow
cooling, make up the filling: in a small bowl
Children’s baking section
combine the mascarpone, coffee powder and
1. Three decorated cup cakes
caster sugar with one tablespoon of milk to
2. Three biscuits of choice – please
achieve a smooth spreadable consistency
specifiy
(some mascarpone is wetter/drier than
3. Gingerbread figures
others so add more milk if necessary. Once
4. Three muffins – flavour of choice
the cakes are cold, Spread half the filling
5. Any type of bread product
over one, then sandwich together and
spread remaining filling on top,
Pre-school age section
using a palette knife to make a
1. Cress or other salad
swirling pattern. Finish off by
item
placing the walnuts in a circle
2. Selection of
The
winners
of
the
fastest
on top – near the edge. Note:
anything grown on the
pool player competition
if preferred buttercream
pre-school plot
ongoing at The Rising Sun and icing may be used instead of
3. A collage of
The Griffin will play the final mascarpone. Judging will be
photographs of the
on Gala Day. The winner’s on the cake alone •
allotment
purse will be £100.
4. A box of produce

Speed Pool
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Designfor

business
logos • stationery
• flyers • leaflets •
posters • magazines
• advertising •
illustration

•••Zoë•French•••
0 7 8 0 3 • 9 5 0 4 3 3
zoefrench3@gmail•com
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Our very own Isleham
Royal Family, Football
Festival and League Cup
Winners, and the Spurgeon
Trundlers...
See inside, page 7 for stories.
Photos: Above L and R: Isleham Youth Football; L: Emma Downey;
below: Vernon Place
• If you would like your club, society or organisation’s news and
photos to appear in the Isleham Informer, please contact any
member of Informer staff - see page 3 for contact details.
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