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They shall grow not old, 
as we that are left grow 
old:
Age shall not weary them, 
nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun 
and in the morning,
We will remember them.

Laurence Binyon

Left: Scouts, Cubs 
and Brownies of 
Isleham on parade 
for the Centenary 
Remembrance Service 
Left: The Last Post.

Centenary Remembrance Day

Village Co-Op and new bakery

While there can be no doubt that the availability of freshly-baked bread 
from our new look Co-Op is to be applauded, your editor feels that 
the inclusion of maple-pecan plaits will only lead to further apparent 

shrinkage of garments. Ah, well: the diet can start again next month! •
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W.I. Centenarians celebrate... see back page!

All photos: Vernon Place

Left: Pauline Wilkes, village baker 
and right: Ray the Manager. 

STOP PRESS!
LEFT: Ruth Diver, MBE  
at a party held in her 
honour at The Beeches, 
Wednesday 26th November, 
the day she collected her 
award from Prince William 
at Buckingham Palace. 
More details and pictures 
next issue...



KARMA FARM www.islehamfen.co.uk
8 Fen Bank, Isleham; Tel: 07900 961217

The Beautiful Eco-Campsite on Isleham Fen

KARMA FARM www.islehamfen.co.uk
8 Fen Bank, Isleham; Tel: 07900 961217

The Beautiful Eco-Campsite on Isleham Fen

P.J.Carrington
Gas Heating and 

Plumbing Services

Servicing and Installation	 Bathrooms, Wet Rooms
Domestic Natural Gas L.P.G.	 Kitchens
Boilers and Appliances	 Fully Certified
Part ‘L’ Heating Efficiency	 Fully Insured
Gas Fires	 Landlords Certification 
Underfloor Heating	 No Job Too Small!

Mobile Park Homes, Leisure Vehicles, Boats
Unvented Domestic Hot Water Systems

Oil fired boiler service and repair

T: 01638 781790
M: 07533 172539

E: carringtonpj@live.com
W: www.pjcarringtonheatingandplumbing.co.uk

68 Isleham Marina
Fen Bank
Isleham

Cambs CB7 5SL

207905 INSTALLER
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For a friendly and professional approach

•	 Domestic & Commercial Property
•	 Family & Matrimonial Matters
•	 Wills, Probate, Trusts & Tax
•	 Company & Employment Law

2 Three Cups Walk, Fore Hill, Ely Cambs CB7 4AN
Tel: (01353) 666075   Fax: (01353) 666162  

Email: info@pbw.uk.com

Also at: 4b Church Street, Isleham, Cambs CB7 5RX
Tel: (01638) 780170   Fax: (01638) 780190

P B & W Solicitors LLP is a Limited Liability Partnership, trading as  
Pooley Bendall & Watson Solicitors. 

Priory Garage

Used car sales
H

Renault Authorised repairs
H

Mot testing
H

Service & repair ~  
all makes & models

H
Tyres

H
Exhausts

H
Batteries

H
Air-conditioning service & 

repair
H

Priory Garage 
Church Street, Isleham,  

Cambs CB7 5RX
01638 780352/780625

H

Open Monday–Friday 07.30–17.30
Saturday 07.30–13.00

www.manchetts.co.uk
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Club		  Contact 	 Tel	da y/Date	 Time	 Place
Angling Society	 Ivan Houghton	 01638 780333			 
Ballet & Dance	 Lisa Nixon	 07512 717758	 Tuesday	 from 4.30pm	 The Beeches
Ballroom Dancing	 Cynthia George	 01954 202095	 Friday	 7pm	 The Beeches
Board Games	 Alison Young	 01638 780351	 Last Thursday	 2–5pm	 High St. Church 
					     Sept–June
Book Club	 Doreen Spiers	 01638 780783	 2nd Friday 	 2pm	 The Beeches
Bowls Club	 Terry Pinder	 01638 720875
Bridge Classes	 Barry Lowe	 01353 658358	 Wednesday	 10am–noon	 The Beeches
Brownies	 Bridget Clements	 01353 624103	 Thursday	 6–7.15pm	 High St. Church
Busy Bees	 Pre-School	 01638 781212	 Wednesday	 9.30–11.30am	 The Beeches	
Craft Club	 Hazel Thompson	 01638 780633	 Tuesday 	 1.30–4pm	 Limestone Centre
Cubs		  Emily Yellop	 01638 780637	 Tuesday	 6.15–7.45pm	 The Beeches
French 		  Francine	 francine@the	 Monday	 6–7.15pm	 1 Mill St	  
Conversation (all levels)			   waytofrance.com
Isleham Gardeners	 Jenny Hodd	 01638 780729	 3rd Tuesday	 7.30pm	 The Beeches
Isleham Society	 Vernon Place	 01638 780449	 3rd Thursday	 7.45pm	 The Beeches
New Age Kurling	 Lisa Milne	 01638 780186	 Friday	 2–3.30pm	 The Beeches
Paper, Patch & Sew 	 Victoria Rattle	 01638 781301	 Saturday	 10–4pm	 High St Church			  
		  Julie Porter	 01638 781390	 Bi-monthly
Pilates		  Jo Simcock-Simms	 07974 653775	 Monday	 7–8pm, 8–9pm	 The Beeches
					     Wednesday	 12 noon
Tania Fitness	 Tania McQuilkin	 07983 440187	 Tue: Powerhoops	 9.30-10.15am	 The Beeches
					     Thur: Kettlebells	 9.30-10.15am
Twinning Association	 Keith Woollard	 01353 723010	 Annual visits to and from Nesles
WI		  Glenda Preece	 01638 780734	 2nd Thursday	 7.30pm	 The Beeches

Village clubs: information
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Garden Barber
Does your lawn need a cut?  

Do the shrubs want a trim or would 
the borders like a bit of colour?  

If so call the Garden Barber:
07500 967233 / 01638 781412  

or email gardenbarber@yahoo.com
40 years of experience in  

commercial horticulture & private gardening.

Isleham Cattery

Cat Care by Cat Lovers
Built and managed to Feline Advisory Bureau standards

All family size chalets

Inspections always welcome
Opening hours

Mon–Sat: 10:00–12:00 and 2:00–6:00

Sun and Bank Hols: 11:00–3:00

57 Waterside, Isleham, Cambs CB7 5SH

www.isleham-cattery.co.uk

01638 781367 — lorraine@isleham-cattery.co.uk
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From the Editor Useful Information
Thursday bus from Isleham to Ely Market Circular route: 
9.15am Limestone Close – Malting Lane – Beck Road – 
The Causeway – East Road – Sun Street – Church Street 
– West Street – Hall Barn Road – Fordham Road – arrive 
Ely 10.00am; Return 12.00noon. Fares: Adult Bus Pass 
Holders £2.75 return, Adults £5.50 return. 
Our buses are accessible to all; however, to improve cus-
tomer service, wheelchair users and those with small 
children requiring booster seats are advised to contact 
Ely/Soham Dial-a-Ride in advance: Ely Soham Dial-a-Ride 
01353 661161
This service is financially supported by Isleham Parish 
Council. 

Mobile Library
1st Thursday of the month:	  Arrive	Depart
Church Street	 14.15	 15.00	
Mill Street	 15.05	 17.00
3rd Friday of the month: Church St      	 09.30	 10.10 	

Useful phone numbers
Emergency for Police, Fire, Ambulance . . . . . . . . . . . . .             999
Police (Non-emergency) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           101
Accident & Casualty (Addenbrooke’s) . . .   01223 217118
Addenbrooke’s Hospital (Cambridge) . . .   01223 245151
Newmarket Hospital . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    01638 564000
West Suffolk Hospital (Bury St Edmunds) 01284 713000
Staploe Medical Centre (Soham) 
 - Appointments  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        01353 624121
 - Prescriptions & Dispensary  . . . . . . . . . . .           01353 727695
 - Enquiries, Home Visits, Emergencies . .  01353 624123
Minor Treatment Centre, Ely . . . . . . . . . . . .            01353 656675
NHS Direct (for advice)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     0845 4647
GP Out-Of-Hours (non-emergency) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                111
Electricity Emergencies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 0800 7838838
Gas Emergencies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         0800 111999
Anglian Water Leaks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     0800 771881
 - 24 hour . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               0845 7145145
Social Services - office hours . . . . . . . . . . . .            0345 0455202
 - out of hours emergency . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               01733 561370
Refuse Collection . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       01353 665555
RSPCA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                  07599 522716
 - Cruelty line . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           0300 1234 999 
Citizens Advice Bureau  . . . . . . . . . . . . .             Ely 0845 130 6442

Mildenhall 01638 712094  
Newmarket 01638 665999

District Councillor (Derrick Beckett)  . . . .    01638 780476
Parish Council (Diane Bayliss: Clerk) . . . .    01638 781687
Member of Parliament (Jim Paice) . . . . . . .      01954 211450

Dates for Your Diary
Let us know if there is anything you would like included  here 
for future issues: contact Glenda Preece, see page 3.

Tuesdays	 Coffee Morning 	 Social Centre, 9am-noon
Weekly events at the Beeches
Jigsaw Dance Group 	 Mondays 4-6pm
Pilates  (Bookings only) 	 Mondays 8-9pm 
Zumba (Walk in class)	 Tues & Thurs 9.30-10.30am 
December
Mon 1st	 Parish Council	 The Beeches, 7.15pm
Thurs 4th	 Mobile Library	 Church St. 2.15-3pm
			   Mill St. 3.05-5pm
Fri 5th	 Christmas Party	 The Beeches
Sat 6th	 PTA Christmas Fair	 School
Thurs 12th	 W.I.		  The Beeches, 7.30pm   
Fri 19th	 Mobile Library	 Church St. 9.30 –10.05am  
January 2015
Mon 5th	 Mobile Library	 Church St. 2.15-3pm
			   Mill St. 3.05-5pm
Thurs 8th	 W.I.		  The Beeches, 7.30pm     
Fri 9th	 INFORMER DEADLINE
Fri 9th	 Book Club	 2.pm The Beeches
Mon 12th	 Parish Council	 The Beeches, 7.15pm
Thurs 15th	 Isleham Society	 The Beeches, 7.30pm                                      
Fri 16th	 Mobile Library	 Church St. 9.30-10.05am  
Tue 20th	 Isleham Gardeners	  7.30pm The Beeches
	 Grand Quiz Night 

Just about enough room here to say a massive thank you 
to our fantastic team of deliverers who do such a fine job 
of ensuring that everyone gets theirInformer as soon as 

it’s available. Thanks also to the outgoing Kelvin Morgan whose 
prowess as advertising manager leaves us with quite a hole to fill. 
And to Fred, Glenda and Zoë for continued essential support and 
hard work. Finally massive thanks to everyone who bothers to 
read any of this, and – even more – contributes! Merry Christmas 
to all and I hope 2015 brings you everything you deserve. •

VILL AGE NOTE S
Halloween thank you
The French and Wightman families would like to thank 
everyone who ‘trick or treated’ at Limestone Close on 
Halloween, your support raised £295 for the East Anglian 
Children’s Hospice. 

Isleham Social Centre bookings
Please note that if you would like to book the St. Andrew’s 
Church Social Centre for your event, you can contact Mary 
Wightman on 781022 or Angela Wells on 780583.

Bowls Club Christmas Bingo
Isleham Bowls Club Christmas Bingo will be held on Wednesday 
17th December, 7.30pm at the Bowls Club. All welcome.

Poppy Appeal 2014
Poppy Appeal Organisers Pauline Wilkes and Gill Savage 
would like to thank everyone who donated so generously to 
this year’s appeal. Special thanks are due to Brian Challis, 
who single-handedly collected in excess of £450 around the 
village. An amazing total sum of £1,670.45 was raised and 
has been sent to the Poppy Appeal fund. Well done everyone!
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Sun Street, Isleham. Tel: 01638 780471

Food served
Friday 12 noon to 2pm and 7pm to 9pm

Saturday 12 noon to 9pm
 Sunday 12 noon to 2pm

Opening times
Monday: 7pm to Close

Tuesday to Thursday: 12 noon to 3pm, 7pm to Close
Friday, Saturday: 12 noon to Close

Sunday 12 noon to 10.30pm

ENTERTAINMENT

wednesday 

31st December

New Year’s 
disco

Kids’ Play 
Area

The Rising Sun

6
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HIS ‘N’ HERS
SCHOOL OF MOTORING 

David Eavis A.D.I. Grade 6
& Sarah Eavis A.D.I. Grade 6

• Highest grade instructors both 	
	 with 22 years’ experience
• Patient, reliable, D.S.A. qualified 	
		  instructors
• Student and block booking 		
	 discounts
•	Competitive prices

www.hisnhersdrivingschool.com
Tel: 01638 781214
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Retirement  
Planning & 

Experiences
 

•  Are you approaching or  
experiencing retirement?

•  Would you be interested in  
sharing and discussing the various 

options or hurdles that you  
may have come across?

We are looking to start an  
informal group to be facilitated  

by Isleham residents. 

If you would be interested in joining 
us or wish to enquire about it, 

please phone Kathleen for details: 

01638 781075

Rural Cambs – Ely 
70 Market Street
ELY
Cambridgeshire
CB7 4LS                           
www.adviceguide.org.uk
Tel: 0344 245 1292   

Ely Citizens Advice Bureau holds a drop-
in at the library in Soham, from 10am til 
12 noon on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of 
each month. The next is Wednesday 10th 
December.

For free, confidential, and impartial 
advice for a range of problems – housing, 
employment, relationships, benefits, debt, 
consumer – drop in and talk to a trained 
adviser.

Wednesday 10th December 
Wednesday 14th January 
Wednesday 28th January

Ronnie Harnick

Carpet Fitter

All Types of Flooring

11 Church Lane, Isleham

ronaldpaul@hotmail.co.uk
07972 720935
01638 780958

Free Quotations

ANDY’S  
PAINTING & 

DECORATING
Fordham 

Painting, lining, wallpapering, 
internal and external work

Professional Service
Free ‘No Obligation’ Quote
Call Andy on 07540 232937

or
andyspainting-decorating@live.co.uk
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near Fenland Boats. It often has geese flying in at nightfall and 
potential waders in transit. 

With the weather being warm I was drawn to think about things 
I saw in my travel. Phoebe the Labrador is a sniffer. Her world 
is not just a Doggy Daily Times but a smell-a-vision newspaper. 
She recognises moles, voles and wood mice tracks. She scents 
rabbits and seeks out fox poo to roll in!

My next observation was the winter flocks of birds moving 
around, particularly lapwings and starlings. I saw some lesser 
black backed gulls going up in a thermal – reminded me of my 
bird guide in Gambia. How can you explain uplift if you do not 
know what air is? With Phoebe now used to my stop-go progress 
I reached for my bird book to check rooks and crows. I am still 
no wiser except if there is a group of them they are probably 
rooks. 

Next I pondered on why the track kept getting muddy in places. 
The late sun gave me an answer. Where trees shaded the track 
the grass was very poor. 

Roll on spring to give us new grass growth…  Happy Christmas 
and a Hopeful New Year! 

Pond Notes: If anyone wants help with their pond, water 
plants or just advice feel free to email or give a call to me on 
01638 780692. Avi Stacey and I have raised a fair amount of 
cash to help the work on the Nature Reserve by this method •

Tony Weston, for the Friends Of Isleham Nature Reserves Group 
Email : tonysleham @ yahoo.co.uk

The other day Phoebe (the chocolate Labrador) and I went for 
another walk starting from the Marina sluice. We walked 
100 yards to the flood bank that runs parallel with the 

road going towards Karma Farm. The flood bank first passes 
the Little Wash, which had our breeding pair of Egyptian geese 
on it, and on to the main Wash. I had a little deviation to hear 
and see the fast-moving kingfisher come from Isleham Lock to 
the river entrance to the Marina. They fish from the branches 
of the willow trees. 

The main Wash has the remains of the rafts we put in last 
year. The terns managed to brave the cows and raised three 
chicks as a result. The swans ate quite a bit of this tern raft – 
the Wash had a film of polystyrene and swan poo around it for 
weeks! The 51 avocets unfortunately found it too difficult to 
breed. One reason was a very belligerent oystercatcher, which 
took exception to anything trying to get on their island. With 
the shallow depth the avocets’ long legs allowed them to feed 
all over the Wash. 

We hope to give them a better chance of success in Spring next 
year. Look out for Isleham’s version of ‘Three men in a (cold) 
boat’ putting more rafts in...

Beyond the Wash you come to another stretch of wash that 
is deeper. This provides a home for more teal and swans. On 
the road side you can see the yurts at Karma Farm campsite. It 
looks a great place to stay. 

Further on, there is a new reservoir you can see into from 
the flood bank when you are about half a mile from the old inn 

Weston’s Ramblings
The second in a series of walks  and 
bird-spotting around the village by 

Tony Weston with his dog, Phoebe.
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Professional Building & 
Landscaping Services

Are you proud of your driveway?
Does your house need some work?

Do you use your garden as an extra room?
We can make that dream come true.

Our expert services include:

Please call with any questions and to make an appointment:
Office: 01638 721893 Site: 07789 261266 Freephone: 0800 288 9110

Visit our website for examples of our work and references:
www.amsbuildingandlandscaping.co.uk

• Driveways and Paving
• Patios and Paths
• Fencing, Trellis work and Decking
• Turfing and Seeding

• Garden design
• All Building work
• Property Maintenance
• Bathrooms and Tiling
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Once again, you can pick the carols you’ll sing  
at the Carol Service on 14th December.  

This year, the vote is being held at the Christmas 
Fayre on 6th December. You get five votes free 
(and can buy more if you want), and you have 
the power - cast all your votes for one carol, 
or spread your vote! Then come to the Carol 

Service on the 14th and sing the winners!

Isleham 
Gardeners

It’s that time of year again when we sit down 
and assess the success or otherwise of our gardening year. 
Sadly, apart from my fruit crop, I have nothing to comment 

on about my own allotment other than the fantastic crop of fat 
hen and other assorted weeds. As some of you may know, due 
to illness, I have not been able to cultivate my plot this year but 
hopefully I will be firing on all four cylinders next year.

We had a wonderful spring, giving us a chance to get some early 
crops in, although I understand that, due to the unseasonable 
warmth, carrot fly ruined some crops. However, from what I saw 
of the entries at the Gala and reports from fellow allotmenteers, 
most of you had a pretty successful year. Fruit harvests were 
particularly high. My plum and pear trees were laden with good 
large fruit and although my strawberries were planted very late 
I still got a good return on them.

Isleham Gardeners have another full programme planned for 
next year with some very good speakers on interesting subjects.  
Our first meeting next year is our Grand Quiz Night on Tuesday 
20th January 2015. This has proved to be a great success in the 
past so we hope to see as many of you as possible.

We are always happy to see new faces at our meetings. Membership 
costs only £10 per year and this entitles you to good discounts 
on your purchases from the garden centres at Fordham and 
also discount on seeds from Kings Seeds through the Allotment 
Association, to which we are affiliated. 

May I take this opportunity to wish you all a Joyful Christmas 
and a Happy New Year.                                                          Philidelphus

Burglars don’t go away for 
Christmas – police issue 
social networking warning

Detectives are urging people going away this 
Christmas not to advertise their holiday on 
social media. 

Officers are concerned that burglars scan net-
working sites such as Facebook and Twitter to find 
out when homes will be unoccupied. 

Last December, about one in six burglaries in the 
county were at properties where the residents had been away 
for two days or more. 

The worst affected areas were Cambridge, Peterborough, 
Huntingdonshire and South Cambridgeshire, which all had 
around 60 burglaries in the month.

Police issued the same warning in July when a number of homes 
in the Werrington area of Peterborough were broken into while 
residents were on holiday.

Detective Inspector Fran Jones, force lead on burglary, said: 
‘It’s understandable that people will be excited about going away, 
even if it’s just for the weekend, but our advice would be not to 
advertise it on social media.

‘Unfortunately, as well as your genuine friends, criminals 
may also be looking and take the opportunity to break into an 
unoccupied home. My advice would be to only tell relatives and 
trusted friends and neighbours.’

In addition, residents are advised to keep Christmas presents 
out of sight as much as possible.

DI Jones said: ‘Before presents are placed under the tree, they 
should be kept out of sight, such as in closed wardrobes or under 
beds. Ideally, they should not be put under the tree until Christ-
mas morning, particularly if it’s visible from outside.

‘And don’t forget that burglars can target homes where they see 
discarded packaging from expensive gifts. Cardboard boxes and 
packaging should be properly broken down so it fits into a bin.’

Residents who want advice on protecting their home are 
urged to visit the force’s new crime prevention website tool. 
An interactive house allows users to visit key areas around a 
home where security could be improved: www.cambs-police.
co.uk/GetCloser/Burglary.asp

December Bulletin from Cambs Fire 
and Rescue Service

It is the time of year when we’re enjoying a tipple with friends, 
cooking heaps of delicious food and decking the halls. The 
fire service has these messages to make sure your festive 

cheer doesn’t go up in smoke:
• �Kitchens are a fire hotspot, so take care while cooking festive 

fancies. Never leave cooking unattended and turn off appliances 
when not in use.

• �Switch off fairy lights and unplug them before you go to bed or 
leave the house. Make sure they confirm to the British Standard 
and never overload plug sockets.

• �Be careful when drinking alcohol while smoking or cooking.
• �Finally, make sure you have a working smoke alarm that is 

correctly fitted and works. And NEVER take the batteries out 
to power presents!

To find out if you are eligible for a free home fire safety check, 
call 0800 917 99 94. Find us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram 
@cambsfrs.
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OvenPad
Cleaning Services

I will professionally and efficiently clean ovens, ranges, 
Agas, ceramic hobs, extractors, microwaves and BBQs.

It’s a dirty job: 
why not give me a call?

Please contact Paddy Kelly on
Tel: 01638 742703

Mobile: 0775 263 1343
Email: info@ovenpad.com

www.ovenpad.com

Sue Hart  
BSc (Hons), S.R.CH, M.Ch.S

Podiatrist 
Chiropodist

HPC Registered 12573

Home visits
Daytime and evening appointments

Home 01638 555187
Mobile 07710155409

	 susie.harty@googlemail.com
• 20 years’ experience	 • Corns/callus
• Ingrown toenails	 • Nails & thickened nails
• Gait analysis/biomechanics/orthotics	
• Footwear advice	 • Verruccas
• Fungal infections	 • Diabetic advice and treatments
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53 Pound Lane, Isleham 
Ample parking 

Run by Gavin Baxter of Rascals unisex hair 
salon in Newmarket for the last 34 years. 

Gents, ladies and children:  
cutting, colouring, perming etc.

Monday 9.15am–2.15pm
Wednesday 3pm–8pm 

Saturday 2pm–6pm
By appointment only

07957708255 or Rascals 01638 664658 
Everyone is welcome.

Hair Studio
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The Isleham Society
17th July, 2014: Meeting at the Beeches. 
Andy Malcolm gave an illustrated talk on the ‘The Fisherman’s 
Mission’, representing the only national charity that provides 
financial, practical and spiritual help for working, retired and 
disabled fishermen and their families. He described what the 
real cost of our fish and chip meals was. A good challenging 
speaker – and singer of sea shanties.

18th September, 2014: Mildenhall Tour
We enjoyed a guided tour of Mildenhall Town centre and 
the Church followed by a tea break in the Museum. After a 
brief talk on how the Museum was updated and improved we 
made our own way round but with help on hand if we wanted 
to ask questions. There is a most impressive upgrade and 
display, including a replica of the Mildenhall Treasure and the 
skeleton of an Anglo-Saxon warrior and his horse, which were 
found at RAF Lakenheath in 1977 (which I photographed on 
site when it was discovered). Local schools are making use 
of the Museum’s facilities and it is easily accessible to us 
locally – a very worthwhile visit for young and old and those 
in-between.

16th October, 2014: David Palmer, Auctioneer
Our planned speaker cancelled the day before he was due, 
but when Anne Cant contacted David Palmer, the well-known 
auctioneer, he immediately came to our rescue. He described 
how he started auctioneering in 1982 and how he has was 
asked to appear on television in programmes such as Flog It, 
Bargain Hunt and Cash in the Attic. Wearing one of his well-
known colourful waistcoats, he talked of his experiences in 
conducting auctions all over the country, clocking up around 
40,000 miles a year and on one occasion conducting three 
auctions in one day. He was an extremely interesting and 
provocative speaker and answered many questions asked by 
the appreciative audience. We were very grateful for his help 
at very short notice.

20th November, 2014: Andrew Sankey ‘Pot Luck’
Andrew Sankey talked about old country sayings, those 
originating in the cottage garden, and why they were 
considered important. 
 
Please note there will be no meeting in December.  The next 
one in the New Year is on 15th January 2015, entitled ‘Old 
Isleham’  

You don’t need to be a member to attend any of our meetings 
although there is a small charge of £2 per session.

Vernon Place, Chairman

Carpentry Services
Established 1970

For all General Carpentry  
and Building Work
No Job Too Small

Grant Hounsome
34 Sun Street

Tel: 01638 780 358
Mob: 07801 950 627

merrymonk@tiscali.co.uk
carpentryservicesisleham.webs.com

Kitchens/Bathrooms
Doors/Windows
Interior. Exterior 

Maintenance
Lodge Gables over 

Boarded

Karen’s 
Grooming

All your pet’s 
grooming requirements 
on your doorstep
	 01638 781791
	 07803 548573
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MONKHOUSE
Carpentry Services Ltd.

Carpentry & Building
City & Guilds Qualified

Free Advice & Quotations

For all carpentry and building work

Kitchens
Windows & Doors

Extensions
Restoration

General Maintenance
For a professional & reliable service

Darrell Monkhouse

36 Pound Lane, Isleham

Tel: 01638 781203 Mobile: 07808 569617

12

Andrew Farr
14 East Fen Road, 
Isleham CB7 5SW
Tel: 01638 780375

Mob: 07768 328387
Interior and exterior

Painting and decorating
Paper hanging

Commercial and  
domestic

Over 30 years’  
experience

Plumbing, Heating & Drain Services

BLOCKED DRAINS CLEARED

• Gas Boiler Service & Maintenance
• Power Flushing to Heating Systems
• �Home Buyers’ CCTV Drain and 
Plumbing Surveys 

• �All Plumbing & Heating Repairs 	
and Alterations 

• All Work Guaranteed

TEL: 01638 742873
MOBILE: 07932 773515
7 Ness Road, Burwell
Cambridge, Cb25 0aa
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Dear friends and customers of Priory Garage,
January 2015 is going to be a very exciting time for our 
business, and I am delighted to share the news with all 
our customers. After 26 years at Priory Garage, we have 
taken the decision to move to new, purpose-built premises 
at nearby Victoria Way, Newmarket, a location that has 
been carefully chosen to be easily accessible and remain 
close to our Isleham roots. This decision has not been 
taken lightly, and is due to a number of factors, including 
constant difficulties with vehicle parking and the ageing 
fabrication of the current Priory Garage premises: it would 
not be commercially viable to rebuild on the present site. 
The move to state-of-the-art facilities will offer more 
welcoming surroundings for our customers, allowing us to 
further improve our service and provide better workshop 
conditions for our staff. The majority of our customers will 
also benefit from easier access and parking, in a modern 
environment that we believe you – the customer – are 
entitled to. Manchetts Commercials is also relocating to 
Newmarket, allowing us to consolidate both branches of 
the business at the same location. The Manchetts Burwell 
car workshop remains unaffected by the restructuring, 
and will remain at its current premises.

Following the move, we will continue to operate as an 
authorised Renault Service Centre for both Renault Cars UK 
and Renault LCV and Trucks, offering our customers all the 
services that they currently enjoy, including collection and 
delivery, loan cars and while-u-wait repairs, if required. 
Our experienced staff will be pleased to provide Renault 

UK vehicle servicing and repairs, Renault 4+ service 
contract and warranty repairs, servicing and repair of 
other manufacturers’ vehicles, MOTs for cars (Class 4) and 
LCVs (Class 5 and 7), HGV vehicle testing, fast-fit tyres 
and exhausts, as well as HGV and bus repairs. And, with 
no height restrictions on our new workshops, owners of 
vehicles such as motor homes and horse boxes will find 
servicing and repairs far easier.

It’s also great news that all staff from both branches of 
the company fully support – and are very positive about 
– the decision, and will be moving to the new site with 
us, ensuring that you continue to enjoy the high level of 
service and experience in vehicle maintenance and repair 
which you expect and deserve, at a competitive price. For 
all our customers in Isleham, I will be more than happy to 
collect and return your vehicles by appointment, as I will 
still live in this wonderful village.

We will be closing the doors at Priory Garage for the 
final time on the 24th of December 2014 and moving 
the workshop equipment and parts to the Victoria Way 
premises over the Christmas week, with trading from the 
new site beginning on the 2nd of January 2015. You can 
continue to contact us on the existing phone numbers, or 
via the website details.

I look forward to seeing you at the new premises, where 
you can be sure of a warm welcome from familiar faces. 

Chris Ginn, Director
Tel 01638 780625/780352

chris@manchetts.co.uk  www.manchetts.co.uk

A letter from Chris Ginn of Priory Garage.

:
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Isleham Parish Council Update

14

The Parish Council meets on the first Monday of 
every month at 7.15pm. Meetings are held in the 
main meeting room of The Beeches. Members 
of the public are invited to attend the meetings 
and 15 minutes is set aside each month for public 
question time. (No food or drink to be brought 
into the meeting room, please.)
Full copies of the minutes are available on the 
Parish Council website, the Notice Board and 
from the Parish Clerk, Diane Bayliss: tel: 01638 

781687, email: islehampc@btinternet.com

Police Matters
• �Non- Emergency Contact No for Police: 101
• �East Cambridgeshire Community Safety Partnership has produced 

a Members Briefing Pack on the Anti-Social Behaviour Crime 
and Policing Pack 2014 which came into effect on Monday 20th 
October.

Recreation Ground Report
• �There are a few slots available on the MUGA in the evenings 

and it is also available at weekends and during the day. Please 
contact the Parish Clerk for further details.

• �Please remember no dogs are allowed on the Recreation Ground 
or on The Beeches car park and footpaths.

Play Area Report
• �The Zip-Wire has been ordered following the Councillors 

agreement at the November meeting to contribute the £1,600 
necessary to make up the purchase price following the fantastic 
effort by all of those involved in Beach to the Beeches which 
raised an amazing £5,091.

• �Benches, Picnic Tables and Waste bins have all been installed 
in the new play area.

Skate Park Report
• �The Council were successful in their grant application to Amey 

Cespa for £18,000. The Skate Park installation is set to begin 
on November 24th.

The Beeches
• �It was agreed at the November meeting that the Parish Council 

would pay for the acoustic panels that have been put up in the 
main hall at the Centre.

• �The Parish Council are currently in discussions with the consultants 
and the contractor concerning the poor condition of the roadway 
to the back of the Centre. 

• �The final snagging list for the centre is due to be completed the 
last week in November. The contractor is intending to carry out 
any remedial works after Christmas.

Planning Matters
• �14/00990/FUL: Carry out loft conversion, replace existing 

kitchen flat roof with new pitched roof, and internal alterations 
to existing building for Mr & Mrs Beckett.

• �14/00853/FUL: Proposed stable block to replace existing 
buildings at 9 Prickwillow Road, Isleham for Mr Carl 
Rutterford.

• �Planning Applications have been considered for 14/01093/
FUL: Single and two storey extension to rear and erection of 
new separate garage at 10 Station Road, Isleham for Mr & Mrs 
Frost.

• �14/00788/FUL: Construction of 4 bed dwelling to the rear of 
18 Little London, Isleham (amendment) for Mr T Drayton.

• �14/00961/FUL: Proposed portal framed building for HGV trailer 
repairs at Universal Garage 8-9 Wells Business Park, Hall barn 
Road, Isleham at 18 Malting Lane, Isleham. 

• �14/00520/FUL: Proposed change of use of the Old Comrades 
Club to four flats including demolition of rear extension at 21 
Church Street, Isleham for Mr Tom Neet.  

• �14/00/599/FUL: Two storey side extension to replace existing 
conservatory at 17 Mill Street, Isleham for Mr Savin Beamon.

Other Planning Matters
• �A presentation on the new Community Infrastructure Levy by 

Emma Grima of ECDC was made to 
the Council at the October meeting. 
From the Parish’s perspective 
this replaces the old Section 106 
agreements and means that the 
Council receive 15% of the levy on 
any new development in the village. 
This can be used on infrastructure 
projects in Isleham. 

Financial Matters
• �The Annual Return has been returned 

by the External Auditor and a copy 
has been placed on the notice board 
for 14 days as required.

Highways Matters
• �If your street light is not working 

please contact the Parish Clerk with 
the light number, she will then report 
it to the County Council. 

Allotment Matters
• �Please note that organic waste only may 

be burnt on the allotment sites.

www.ljbroofingservices.co.uk
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• There are still a number of plots available on the Dunstall 
Allotment site. Please contact the Parish Clerk for details.

Other Matters
Dog Fouling
• �PLEASE REMEMBER TO CLEAR UP AFTER YOUR DOG! A number 

of dog bins have been installed around the village although 
there are still a number of incidents of dog fouling. The dog 
warden can be contacted on 01353 665555 or you can file a 
report on the  website www.eastcambs.gov.uk

• �The Parish Council continues to support the Ely/Soham Dial-
a-Ride Bus Service to Ely on a Thursday morning. •

BIRTHDAYS • ANNIVERSARIES
HEN PARTIES • BRIDAL SHOWERS
BABY SHOWERS • CHRISTENINGS

...OR JUST HAVE HAVE YOUR FRIENDS ROUND!

Ely & District Community Transport
(Dial-a-Ride, Excursion and Hire Services)

We can offer:
•	 A friendly, reliable, pre-bookable door to door 
service to help overcome day-to-day transport 
problems in our community

•	 An extensive excursion programme for pub 
lunches and other days out

•	 Hire of our fleet by community and charity 
groups

For more information please call 01353 661161 
or email office@esdar.org.uk

Parish Councillors address list

Derrick Beckett	 Appleyard Farm, 1 Houghtons Lane 
(Chairman)	 Isleham CB7 5SR Tel: 01638 780476
Vanessa Bruyneel-	 115 The Causeway, Isleham CB7 5ST
   Smith	 Tel: 01638 781708 
Paul Chaplin	 Jay Jay Lodge, Waterside, 		
	 Isleham CB7 5SH 
	 Tel: 01638 781745 
Jeannette Malkin	 17 Little London, Isleham CB7 5SE  
	 Tel: 01638 780283
Bob Mitchell	 10 Sparkes Close, Isleham CB7 5RR
	 Tel: 01638 780707
Lionel Neal	 104 Beck Road, Isleham CB7 5QP  
	 Tel: 01638 780066
Clive Patterson	 21 West Street, Isleham CB7 5SD	
	 Tel: 01638 780669 
Glenda Preece	 94 The Causeway, Isleham CB7 5ST
	 Tel 01638 780734
Richard Radcliffe	 45 Sun Street, Isleham CB7 5RU
	 Tel: 01638 780831
Hazel Thompson	 9 Limestone Close, Isleham 
	 CB7 5RP Tel: 01638 780633
Pauline Wilkes	 6 Limestone Close, Isleham 		
	 CB7 5RP Tel: 01638 780640
Diane Bayliss	 37 Croft Road, Isleham CB7 5QR  
(Parish Clerk)	 Tel: 01638 781687 
	 islehampc@btinternet.com 
	 www.isleham-village.co.uk

Thorough professional cleaning of 
Carpets, Upholstery, Stone floors, 

Tile & Grout floors and Rugs.
Truck mounted cleaning system
We carefully move all furniture

Family firm since 1993 — Fully insured
Highly trained & experienced

If you’re not entirely happy, it’s free!
07545 962 026 — 01223 832 928

www.rothwells.biz
If you use us,  

you’ll recommend us
12 Carisbrooke Rd, Cambridge
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Pound Lane Free Church 
Pastor: Dave Hall (01638 781343 or 01638 780636, email pastor@
plfc.org.uk) Elder: David Brown (01638 780410)
Sunday worship: 11am and 6.30pm.
Celebration of the Lord’s Supper: First Sunday following evening 
service and third Sunday following morning service. A crèche is avail-
able for babies to Year 3 during the morning service. Refreshments 
are served after the evening services, except the first Sunday of the 
month. Fellowship Lunches are served after the morning service on 
the third Sunday of the month.
Kingdom Kids (3 years–Year 3): 10–11.15am (Sue Thompson 01638 
780030).	 All Stars (Years 4–6): 10–11.15am (Suzanne Hall 01638 
781805). Covies (Year 7–18 years): 9.30–10.30am (Steve Neale 01638 
780717).
There is a hearing loop installed and signing for the deaf is available 
as well as Braille songbooks. We have a comprehensive Child Protec-
tion Policy and a CRB check has been carried out on all children’s and 
young people’s workers.
Monday: Music Mayhem: 	 9.30–10.30am. Sue Thompson 01638 
780030 Preschool children during school terms. A fun time for your 
pre-school children – action songs, musical instruments and the ever-
popular ‘Sockeroo’, followed by refreshments and a time to relax with 
friends whilst the children play. New members always welcome.
Tuesday: 18–30s: 7pm.  (Suzanne Hall 01638 781805) Meeting at 
PLFC with monthly social events.
Wednesday: Fellowship (fortnightly) 2.30–3.30pm. (Church 01638 
781343) Meeting on alternate Wednesdays and catering for the more 
mature in age. They enjoy meeting together for a Bible talk, spiritual 
songs and prayer. Various fun events and meals are also organized 
during the year. New members are always welcome.
Church Night: 7.40–9pm. Bible study, prayer and fellowship. Age 
from mid-teens upwards. 
Thursday: Coffee Morning: 10–11.30am.Turn up any time between 
10 and 11.30am for free tea, coffee and cakes. Chat with friends and 
make new friends. Open to any age. Includes an eight minute ‘In the 
News this Week’ slot in the middle.
Covies Club Night: 7–9pm
Friday: Women’s Meeting (fortnightly) 10.30–11.45am (Sue Hall 

01638 780636).
Saturday: Men’s Fellowship (fortnightly) 
8am (Paul Rogerson 01638 781343).
Christianity Explored courses are 
run regularly – please ask for dates of 
next course.
For further information on any of the 
above, or if you would like to speak to Pas-
tor Dave phone: 01638 781343  (Church 
Office) 01638 780636  (Pastor’s Home) 
Email: pastor@plfc.org.uk; secretary@
plfc.org.uk Web sites: www.plfc.org.uk; 
www.isleham.com  
We want to say a very big thank you to 
all who helped in any way with this year’s 
Operation Christmas Child campaign. 
Whether you filled a box, brought 
items or came and helped check boxes 
you played an important part in sharing 
God’s love with disadvantaged children 
in Kyrgyzstan. 
We warmly invite you to join us for our 
Christmas Day Family Service at 10.30am 
on 25th December. The service will be 
followed by refreshments and children 
are encouraged to bring along a present 
to show.

Three Rivers Group 
St Andrew’s Parish Church

Welcome to St Andrew’s, the Parish Church here in Isleham. All are 
welcome in this community of faith in Jesus Christ. St Andrew’s is 
part of the Three Rivers Group, including the villages of Chippenham, 
Fordham, Kennett, Snailwell & Isleham. Do join us for worship and 
fellowship on Sundays and during the week.
Rector: 	The Rev’d Mike Banyard, The Vicarage, 24 Mildenhall Road, 
Fordham CB7 5NR Tel: 01638 721616 email: banyardmg1@yahoo.
co.uk Associate Priest: The Rev’s Dr Jenny Gage email 3rivers.jenny@
gmail.com Curate: The Rev’s Sue Potts, The Vicarage, Chippenham 
CB7 5PP Licensed Lay Minister: Mrs Helen Banyard
WORSHIP Sundays: The main service is at 9.30 am. Junior Church 
meets in the Social Centre. On the third Sunday of every month we 
worship together at an All Age Holy Communion service.
Monday: 	 9.15 Morning Prayer at 7 The Close, Kennett
Tuesday: 	 8.15 Morning Prayer, Social Centre Isleham
Wednesday:  	 8.15 Morning Prayer, Chippenham
		  4.15 Evening Prayer Snailwell
Thursday: 	 8.15 Morning Prayer, Fordham
Friday: 		  8.30 Holy Communion (BCP) Fordham
Tuesday Coffee Morning 9am – 12 noon Social Centre
Fridays 6.30pm Choir practice. All welcome. Contact Mark Liversidge 
01638 781696. 7.30pm Bell Ringing, beginners especially welcome. 
Contact Ruth Ogden 01638 780646.
Churchwardens: Ruth Ogden 01638 780646, ruth.ogden@isleham-
church.org.uk; Rob Savage 01638 780218 robert.savage@isleham-
church.org.uk
Tower Captain: Ruth Ogden 01638 780646 ruth.ogden@isleham-
church.org.uk
Choir Director: Mark Liversidge 01638 781696 mark.liversidge@
islehamchurch.org.uk
Webmaster: Andrew Stephens 01638 781468/780229
For more information about the Three Rivers Group and St Andrew’s, 
please visit our website at www.islehamchurch.org.uk 

Churches

WE ALSO PROVIDE A GENERAL CARPENTRY MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR FACILITY
A TOTALLY PROFESSIONAL SERVICE WITH EXCELLENT QUALITY GUARANTEED

FOR A FREE QUOTATION AND ADVICE
TELEPHONE: (01638) 781789  MOBILE: 07870 695466  

EMAIL: woodpeckerjoinery@msn.com
43 Hall Barn Road, Isleham, Ely, Cambs, CB7 5QZ

Woodpecker Joinery
SPECIALIST JOINERY
 MANUFACTURERS

DOORS   WINDOWS   STAIRCASES   SPECIALIST MOULDINGS       
 BUILT-IN FURNITURE   ARCHITECTURAL JOINERY

Established 1993

Built to your exact specification or by using our Design
and Build Service

- Fitting Service Also Available - 

16
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High Street Church
SUNDAY SERVICES: All are welcome to our Sunday services 
throughout the year.
Morning worship: 10.30am All ages are very welcome from 
the very young to the very old. The children have their own 
activities.
Evening fellowship: 6.30pm A less formal service usually 
with opportunity for individual sharing. Come and hear about 
God’s goodness! Tea, coffee and good conversation are avail-
able after both the morning and evening services.
Countdown to Christmas 
Isn’t it funny how we count down to Christmas? How many 
shopping days left, how many wage cheques, or for my children 
how many school days and then how many sleeps to go!  We may 
cross off the days as we cross off presents on our shopping lists.

It was all a bit different 
from the first Christmas. 
Heaven and its angels had 
a very clear idea what was 
happening but the rest of 
the cast took a while to 
pick up the plot. Beth-
lehem was packed with 
visitors, many old friends 
and distant relatives that 
had come for the Roman 
census. In the commotion 
I wonder how much people 
had noticed a young cou-
ple with a donkey looking 
for a room, or paid much 
attention to a bunch of 
shepherds who had left 
their sheep on the open 
hillside to hurry into town. 
If I was an inn keeper and 
had a knock at the door 
I would be too busy, too 
occupied, too distracted 
and too mean to help a 
young couple and certainly 
too cynical to believe sto-
ries from shepherds about 
Angels, good news and a 
Saviour.

On reflection, I think 
our Christmases aren’t 
so different from the 
very first one. I can be 
busy, distracted and in a 
rush. I can miss the entire 
point of Christmas and not 
give any room for Jesus. I 
might believe that it’s OK 
for other people to make 
room but I’m busy doing 
my own thing. 

The Angels that Christmas 
day sang something very 
remarkable. “Glory to God 
in the highest and Peace 
to his people on earth”. 

Could it be true that in this baby Jesus was the Glory of 
Heaven and the living offer of peace to every person on 
earth? The Angels were certainly excited, only one was 
needed to deliver the message but a huge multitude came 
for the occasion. 

Over Christmas, we might be busy or quiet, we could have 
company or perhaps be lonely, there may be a knock at our 
hearts from Jesus the Prince of Peace – I would recommend 
you invite him in, Christmas will never be the same again. 

Why not come along to High Street Church over Christmas, 
we get a lot of visitors so you won’t stand out and I’m sure 
you’ll enjoy your visit. Martin Wells
Sunday 21st December
10.30am ’Bethlehem’s story’ Carols and a Nativity 	
6.30pm Celebration Carol Service
Christmas Day at 11am for an hour, Christmas celebration 
‘God’s Gift in a manger’ •
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Sportman’s dinner 
roaring success

On Friday 7th November The 
Beeches hosted a Sportman’s 
Evening, organised by the 

fundraising committee of the Isle-
ham Community Centre, led by 
Mark Goldsack.

Before being entertained by 
comedian Johnny Tait, 175 peo-
ple were treated to a three-course 
meal and then the star of the night, 
Tommy Docherty, a well known 
figure in the sporting world, com-
monly known as ‘The Doc’, a Scottish 
former football player and manager. 
Docherty played for several clubs, 
most notably Preston North End, and represented Scotland 25 
times between 1951 and 1959. He later managed the Scottish 
national side, before transferring to Manchester United in 1972. 
Here he revitalised the team, bringing them back into the First 
Division and taking them to two FA Cup finals, winning on the 
second occasion in 1977.

Mark said “It was a fantastic night hugely enjoyed by everyone 
who attended. It showed that after just 12 months The Beeches 
is providing a magnificent venue for the people of Isleham and 
beyond.” •

Above: Tommy Docherty, special guest speaker. Photo: Clive Patterson

December 2014  
& January 2015

Monday 7–9pm Pilates
Tuesday 9.30–10.15am Power Hoops with Tania

10am Pos+Ability • 4pm–8pm Ballet/Cubs/Scouts
Wednesday  9am–12 Busy Bees

Bridge 9am
Needles & Natter 10–11.30am

Pilates 12–1pm • 6–7pm Hour of Power
Thursday  9.30–10.15am Kettlebells with Tania

7.15–8.15pm Hour of Power
Friday  2–3.30pm New Age Kurling

5pm-11pm Ballroom Dancing 
Saturday Hour of Power 9–10am 

10am–1pm Breakfast
Cafe & bar open 9am–11pm

Sunday 10am –1pm Breakfast
Cafe & bar open from 11am
Contact Louise Hounsome

Tel: 01638 780097 • Mobile: 07742 832300
Amended rates for hire and conditions of use at The Beeches will be  

published on the website, at the Centre and on local noticeboards in the  
near future, and also in the next edition of the Informer.

Open for breakfast every Saturday 
and Sunday 10am to 1pm

18
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Photo: Vernon Place
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In October, Isleham W.I.  members 
organise the evening them-
selves, as opposed to invit-

ing a speaker.  This time Sonia 
Norman entertained us with a 
description of her new business. 
She then demonstrated different ideas for decorating 
small cakes and encouraged members to ‘have a go’ 
– which they did, with varying results!

This was followed by refreshments, provided by Emily 
Radcliffe and Sheila Taylor and served by Fiona Jones 
and Ginette Hawes. Finally, we had a quiz all about 
cakes drawn up by Fiona.   Thanks to all of them.

It is 100 years in 2015 since the first Women’s Insti-
tute was founded in England.  In anticipation of the 
centenary a WI baton is travelling round the country, 

visiting every WI. In October it came to Cambridge, 
and on Wednesday 29th it arrived in Isleham.

Luckily the sun shone and several members met out-
side the Priory to welcome the baton and members 
from the Cambridge Federation.

In November we welcomed Kate Salmon who volun-
teers at Kentwell Hall with her whole family – and she 
was accompanied by her daughter, dressed in authentic 
costume of the time. When ‘in roll’ Kate is a yeoman’s 
wife living as she would have done in the 16th Century, 
carrying out a variety of daily tasks.  She had brought 
with her a variety of foods she had prepared, and she 
explained how they were made, and the fact that people 
like her would live mainly on grains and vegetables, 
only eating meat on very special occasions. Kate then 
invited us to sample the dishes. Some were very tasty, 
and some definitely weren’t! It was a very interesting 
and entertaining evening.

If you would like to join the WI or simply come to a 
meeting to see what it is like, please do come along.  
We meet on the second Thursday of each month in the 
Beeches, 7.30pm for 7.45pm, and new members are 
always welcome. For further information contact: Glenda 
Preece, tel: 01638 780734 email: gjpreece@aol.com


