Isleham Informer
Issue 42 • December 2010

ed@islehaminformer.org.uk • 01638 780839 • www.islehaminformer.org.uk

Channel Swim Challenge for Mums

The Isleham Ice Fish, from left: Hannah White, Alison Oliver, Hayley Carroll, Teresa Bowers, Jo Barlow, Emma Jennings and Sarah Boneham.
Photo: Russell White
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n Friday 3rd December at 10pm, the Isleham
IceFish – seven slightly mad mums from
Isleham – will slide into the not-so-chilly waters
of the pool at Newmarket Leisure Centre to swim
22 miles – the equivalent of the English Channel.
The local swimmers, led by Team Captain Hannah
White, are all of different swimming ability, so the
event will represent a significant challenge. Each
team member will have to swim 202 lengths of the
25m pool. The swim takes place overnight, and the
girls will need to fight fatigue as well as motivate
each other to complete their stint. They expect to
finish around 3am.

In training since September, the Isleham IceFish
chose their name from a species known to have
very big hearts. The team is hoping to raise £500
for Aspire, a charity supporting people with spinal
cord injuries. Similar swim challenges nationwide
are taking place.
If you would like to support the girls, visit
their fundraising website, www.justgiving.
com/jo-barlow. You can leave a message
and make an on-line donation to Aspire.
Says team member Jo Barlow, “We know that these
are tough times and so any donation, however small,
would be really, really appreciated.” n

• ICA UPDATE PAGE 7 •
1

From the Editor
This should be something that need not take space
in the Informer, but I have been asked to point out to
villagers that parking is not allowed on double yellow lines.
Gosh. Does anyone really not know this? This practice will
not only leave you liable to ever increasing fines but is
also unsociable to other road users and can potentially
put them at risk. Further: you’ll only have to drive another
50 yards or so before finding a legal parking spot. Are
you really that lazy?
We are considering a reversion of the Isleham Informer
from a bimonthly to a quarterly publication as a result
of the reduced number of contributions, meaning that
advertising content of the magazine now exceeds 50%.
An obvious downside to this idea is that announcement
of any village events may be delayed by up to two
months, but I’m not certain that this would be a major
problem. Please let us know if you have any strong views
on this matter.
ed mayall

www.thompsonsfarmisleham.co.uk

thompson’s
Farm Meat

Fenrose Farm,
1 Fen Bank, Isleham
tel: 01638 780994
Quality beef, pork and bacon and ham,
all from our traditionally run family farm

Stall open EVERY
Saturday morning
8am – noon
next to Priory Garage
Shop on Farm Open

tuesday & thursday
3pm-6pm
Friday
3pm-7pm
Saturday
10am-4pm
Sunday
10am-noon
Visit our website for news on
fresh meat deliveries

Order for
Christmas NOW!

Beef - Pork - Gammon
- Free Range Chicken
- Bacon - Ham Chipolatas Sausagemeat -
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Carpentry & Building
CITY & GUILDS QUALIFIED
FREE ADVICE & QUOTATIONS

For all carpentry and building work

NEXT ISSUE: The next issue will be published 1st March 2011.
The copy deadline for all editorial and advertising is 9th
February 2011.

KITCHENS
WINDOWS & DOORS
EXTENSIONS
RESTORATION
GENERAL MAINTENANCE

DISCLAIMER: The Informer would like to point out that we
have neither tried nor tested all of the products and services
advertised in these pages and therefore cannot accept
responsibility for the veracity of any claims made.

ADVERTISING in the INFORMER

For a professional & reliable service

If you would like to advertise in the
Isleham Informer please contact
Kelvin Morgan on 01638 781384
or email kelvin@isleham-computers.co.uk
for details of our ludicrously reasonable
rates, from £10 an issue (plus VAT)

Darrell Monkhouse
5 East Road, Isleham
Tel: 01638 780798 Mobile: 07808 569617
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INFORMATION

VILLAGE
NOTES

Thursday bus from Isleham to Ely Market
Circular route: 9:15am Limestone Close – Malting
Lane – Beck Road – The Causeway – East Road –
Sun Street – Church Street – West Street – Hall Barn
Road – Fordham Road – arrive Ely 10:00am; Return
12:00 noon.
Fares: Adult Bus Pass Holders £2.50 Return
Adults £5 Return
Our buses are accessible to all; however, to
improve customer service, wheelchair users and
those with small children requiring booster seats
are advised to contact Ely/Soham Dial-a-Ride in
advance: Ely Soham Dial-a-Ride 01353 661161
This service is financially supported by Isleham
Parish Council.
Mobile Library
1st Thursday of the month:
Arrive Depart
Church Street
14:15 15:00
Mill Street
15:05 17:00

Festival of Light

A big thank you to all who helped over this busy
weekend; those who helped in Church, and those
serving refreshments over in the Social Centre. The
biggest thank you to all of you who contributed to
the weekend by putting a decorated tree or wreath
in Church, to allow this event to happen. Happy
Christmas to you all, and a peaceful New Year.
Janice Pope

New Year’s Eve Party
A New Year’s Eve Party/Disco is being held at Isleham
Village Hall on Friday 31st December 2010, from
7.30pm to 1am. Bring your own drinks as there will be
no bar! Tickets £7.50 per Adult, Children (under 14) £2.
For more information or to purchase tickets, please
call Dale Clarke 07584 179680 or Kelly Allen 07871
284563.

3rd Friday of the month: Church St

09:30 10:10

Child Health Clinic
Soham Child and Family Team Child Health Clinic will
be in Isleham Village Hall with the Tea & Toast group
on the second and fourth Thursdays every month from
10–11am. For more information phone Naomi Greener
on 01353 624411.
Useful phone numbers
Emergency for Police, Fire, Ambulance . . . . . . . . 999
Police (Cambridgeshire)  . . . . . . . . . . .  0845 4564564
Accident & Casualty (Addenbrooke’s)
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 01223 217118
Addenbrooke’s Hospital (Cambridge) 01223 245151
Newmarket Hospital . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  01638 665111
West Suffolk Hospital (Bury St Edmunds)
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 01284 713000
Staploe Medical Centre (Soham)
- Appointments . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  01353 624121
- Prescriptions & Dispensary  . . . . . . . .  01353 624122
- Enquiries, Home Visits, Emergencies 01353 624123
Minor Treatment Centre, Ely  . . . . . . . .  01353 652162
NHS Direct (for advice) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  0845 4647
Electricity Emergencies  . . . . . . . . . . . .  0800 7838838
Gas Emergencies  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  0800 371787
Water & Sewage Emergencies . . . . . . .  0345 145145
Social Services - office hours . . . . . . . .  01733 561370
- out of hours emergency . . . . . . . . . .  01733 561370
Refuse Collection  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  01353 863864
RSPCA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  0870 5555999
Citizens Advice Bureau  . . . . . . . . . . . . 0845 130 6442
Ely 0845 130 6442
Mildenhall 01638 712094
Newmarket 01638 665999
District Councillor (Derrick Beckett)  . .  01638 780476
Isleham Village Hall (Jeanette Malkin) 01638 780283
Parish Council (Diane Bayliss: Clerk) . .  01638 781687
Member of Parliament (Jim Paice) . . .  01954 211450

Gala Committee
Next year’s Gala will be held on Saturday
2nd July. We are looking for people to
join the Committee. Our next meeting
is on Monday 17th January at 8pm, at
the Griffin.
If you are interested please come along,
or contact Fred Preece 01638 780734.

PTA Christmas Fair
Thanks to everyone who supported this
year’s Christmas Fair at the school on
Friday 19th November, which raised
around £1,700. It included all the usual
ISLEHAM
P.T.A
attractions; such as Santa’s Grotto, Gifts
P.T.A
and BBQ. The lucky winner of the Grand
Draw £100 cash prize was Lorraine Fleming, with the Carroll
family winning a luxury hamper as second prize.

Ely Soham Dial-a-Ride

Do you need help getting out and about?
We offer a reliable, pre-bookable and
affordable door-to-door service. Use us
to do your weekly shopping, attend an
essential local medical appointment or to visit friends and
family. Dial-a-Ride is available to all ages. We also run
excursions, offering at least 24 trips each month. To find
out more call our Witchford office on 01353 661161, e-mail
office@esdar.org.uk/visit our website www.esdar.org.uk.
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One Step Closer to Skate Park
Any adult wishing to join us, please contact Pauline
Dunbavin on 01638 781179 / 07721 988164 or Marc
Bowers on 01638 781707 / 07818 422776. Thank you.

We would like to say a big thank you to Isleham Parish
Council for giving us a donation to begin fundraising
for the new Skate Park in Isleham. We are looking
for adults to help us support this project by forming
a committee to help us raise the funds needed.

Pauline Dunbavin

Young villagers campaigning for a skate park facility in Isleham.
Photo: Pauline Dunbavin

Carpentry Services

HIS ‘N’
HERS
SCHOOL OF MOTORING
David Eavis A.D.I.
& Sarah Eavis A.D.I.

Established 1970

•F
 ully Qualified Independent
D.S.A. Instructors
•H
 ours to suit
•P
 atient, reliable and
professional instructors
•S
 chool established for 18
years
•P
 ass plus registered
•A
 ir conditioned cars
•A
 ll ages and abilities welcome

For all General Carpentry
and Building Work
No Job Too Small
Tel: 01638 780 358
Mob: 07801 950 627
Grant
34 Sun Street
Kitchens/Bathrooms
Doors/Windows
Interior. Exterior
Maintenance

Tel: 01638 781214
8, Little London,
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Village clubs: information
If you would like details of your club meeting times to appear here, please contact Glenda Preece on:
01638 780734 or email gjpreece@aol.com
Club		

Contact

Tel	day/Date	

Time	

Place

Allotment & Leisure
Jenny Hodd
01638 780729
3rd Tuesday
7.30pm
Gardeners Assoc.					

Village Hall
Back Room

Board Games
Alison Young
01638 780351
Last Thurs
					

2–4.30pm
Sept–Jun

High St. Church

Book Club

Deidre Deller

01638 780544

Fortnightly Friday

2pm

Social Centre

Brownies		
		

Caroline
Zwierzchowska-Dod

07766 336694

Thursdays

6–7.15pm

Village Hall

Busy Bees

Kelly Chawner

01638 781098

Tuesdays

9.30–11.30am

Village Hall

Craft Club

Hazel Thompson

01638 780633

Tuesdays

1.30–4pm

Social Centre

Cubs		

Angela Dann

01638 781947

Tuesdays

6–7.15pm

Village Hall

French 		
Conversation

Francine (All levels,
francine@the
beginners welcome) waytofrance.com

Monday

6–7.15pm

1 Mill St

Gala Committee

Fred Preece

01638 780734

3rd Monday

8pm

The Griffin

Guides		
Janine Taylor
		
Caroline Hinitt
			

01353 624615
islehamguides@
yahoo.co.uk

Tuesday

6.30–8.30pm

Social Centre

Isleham Society

Vernon Place

01638 780449

3rd Thursday

7.30pm

Village Hall

Line Dancing

Andrew Palmer

01354 696063

Mondays

7.45–9.15pm

Village Hall

Paper Craft Evening

Victoria Rattle

01638 721128

2nd Friday

7.30pm

High St. Church

Ruth Bendall
01638 780260
Ruth Bendall
School of Dance			

Wednesdays
Saturdays

4.30pm
9am

Village Hall
Village Hall

Tea & Toast

Claire Freeman

07827 234442

Thursdays

9.30–11.30am

Village Hall

W.I.		

Glenda Preece

01638 780734

2nd Thursday

7.30pm

Village Hall

Zumba Fitness

Michelle Jacobs

07842 112190

Fridays from Jan

7.30pm

Village Hall
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Fenland Elite Youth Bus
Comes to Isleham!!

X-Box.....Playstation...
Computers...CD Decks... Chill out
zone....Tuck Shop.....Music...
Board Games
pm
0
.3
8
7
y
a
d
s
r
Every Thu e Priory Garage
Outside of th
Year

7–11 only
FREE ENTRY first week, after that, 50p per
session
Fully supervised by Qualified Youth workers
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Community Centre Update
then go out to tender, and
if all goes to plan, you could
see a start on the Centre as
early as spring/early summer
next year.
In parallel with all of this,
we would be making
grant applications, seeking
donations from major
retailers and continuing
with fundraising events. With
the required loan, we are
as confident as we can be
that the cost of the Centre
will be met in full. We are
equally confident that thereafter the Centre will be
self-sustaining financially, and we can look forward
to it hosting a multitude of events, such as those we
held during the last Gala Day period.
The immediate fate of the Centre has been placed
in your hands. Based upon the experiences of those
associated with other such Centres, if you have given
the project the green light then the sacrifice you have
agreed to will prove to be worth it many times over.
A further update will be included in the next Informer. n
Philip Aspland, ICA Chair

ou will have recently received, and hopefully
returned, a questionnaire from the Parish Council,
the results of which will have a significant bearing
on the Community Centre project. Based on the
knowledge of the funding of other such Centres, the
ICA have long maintained that Isleham residents would
have a major say in its fate – and you have.
Despite our best efforts, we, like similar volunteers
in other villages who have such a multi-functional
Centre, have found it impossible to obtain sufficient
grant monies to totally fund the project. In every
other case with which we are familiar, their respective
Parish Councils had to supplement grant monies with
a loan. For comparative purposes, the loan we feel is
necessary for Isleham to undertake, represents less than
40% of the anticipated cost of the Centre. In all other
cases referred to, loans exceeded this percentage;
in one case it was greater that 90%. Thus, although
we would obviously have preferred not to ask for a
loan at all, the amount required is testament to the
hard work put in, and the support that such efforts
have received.
Although at the time of writing we do not yet know the
results of the questionnaire, if the Parish Council receive
sufficient positive responses, then we can proceed
immediately. If they do not, then the project will have
to await further grant funding becoming available,
and rely upon our applications being successful in
an increasingly difficult, and highly competitive,
marketplace. It is impossible to predict how long this
may take. For clarification, we have identified currently
available grants and donations and which of these
we are likely to get, IF we can demonstrate that the
project is going ahead in the immediate future. For
all of the aforementioned reasons, both the Parish
Council and the ICA have awaited the questionnaire
responses with considerably bated breath.
Assuming a positive response, a meeting will be held
with the architect and quantity surveyor who will
complete the specification for the Centre. We would

Angelina Cottage
Comfortable en suite rooms with a
warm welcome and a hearty breakfast
of home grown local produce.
Plenty of off street parking and
within easy reach of
Newmarket.
		
Please visit us at
www.angelinacottage.
com or check availability
by calling 01638 720077

Bed and Breakfast
Fordham
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Karen’s
Grooming
All your pet’s
grooming requirements
on your doorstep

%

01638 781791
07803 548573
07835 813027

What’s on for FREE for families with children under five at Soham Children’s Centre,
next to Weatheralls Primary School
Sing Up Soham A free sing-along session for mums, dads, grandparents & carers and their
under 5’s. Every Monday 9.15am to 10.15am. Term-time only. No need to book, just turn up!
Baccy Busters Need help to stop smoking? Come along for some free help and advice.
Every other Monday, 3–4pm. Free crèche available. Call 01353 727188 to book a place.
Breast Friends Breastfeeding support group meeting every Tuesday 11.30–12.30pm. For new and
pregnant Mums. Pop in for some free advice and support from the Lactation Consultant.
Baby Clinic Every Tuesday 9.30–11.30am. Weigh the baby and have tea and a chat with the Health
Visitor about any worries or concerns.
Stay & Play Every Monday 9.30–11.00am at St Andrew’s Extended Schools Unit in Soham. Tea,
coffee and play session for parents/carers and their under 5s. Just turn up!
Isleham Tea & Toast Every Thursday at Isleham Village Hall, 9.15–11.30am. Pop along for some tea
and toast, a play session for the under 5s and a chance to meet other mums.
For more information call us on 01353 727188
sohamchildrenscentre@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
www.cambridgeshirechildrenscentres.org.uk
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Parish Plan Update

e are looking to address more of the matters
raised in the questionnaire many villagers filled
in last year. If you have any suggestions or
comments, please forward them to the Parish Clerk,
Mrs Diane Bayliss, 01638 781687.

Plumbing, Heating & Drain Services
BLOCKED DRAINS CLEARED
• Gas Boiler Service & Maintenance
• Power Flushing to Heating Systems
• Home Buyers’ CCTV Drain and
Plumbing Surveys
• All Plumbing & Heating Repairs
and Alterations
• All Work Guaranteed

• Neighbourhood Watch: many areas of the village
have been involved with Neighbourhood Watch in
the past. If you are currently involved or interested in
taking part in the scheme please let us know.
• ‘Good Neighbour’ Scheme: this would be an
extension of the normal help that neighbours and
friends already give to each other. Formal schemes
that run in other parts of the country include:
Transport – giving lifts to hospitals, doctors’ surgeries,
shops or social trips.
Domestic tasks – changing lightbulbs, testing smoke
alarms, moving furniture and similar household jobs.
Mobility problems – volunteers can help by collecting
prescriptions and pensions, shopping, and posting
letters for anyone who is incapacitated.

TEL: 01638 742873
MOBILE: 07932 773515
7 Ness Road, Burwell
Cambridge, Cb25 0aa

Befriending – visiting the lonely or bereaved to give
emotional support.
Advocacy – help with writing letters or filling in forms.
Outside jobs – occasional garden tidying, dog
walking and other odd jobs.
• Recycling: a number of villagers reported in the
questionnaire that the recycling arrangements are
not always satisfactory. If your paper, tins or glass are
not always collected properly, please let me know.n
Diane Bayliss, Parish Clerk 01638 781687

Limestone Quiz
Winners of the Quiz held earlier in the year at the Limestone
Community Centre were the MJ’s, a team entered by
Isleham W.I. A good night was had by everyone. Members
of the MJ’s: Janice Pope, Gill Aspland, Jane Grant and
Mary Wightman.

For a friendly and professional approach
•
•
•
•

Domestic & Commercial Property
Family & Matrimonial Matters
Wills, Probate, Trusts & Tax
Company & Employment Law

2 Three Cups Walk, Fore Hill, Ely Cambs CB7 4AN
Tel: (01353) 666075 Fax: (01353) 666162
Email: info@pbw.uk.com
Also at: 4b Church Street, Isleham, Cambs CB7 5RX
Tel: (01638) 780170 Fax: (01638) 780190
P B & W Solicitors LLP is a Limited Liability Partnership, trading as
Pooley Bendall & Watson Solicitors.
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Friends of Isleham Nature Reserves

D

espite the cold, blustery
autumn weather, there’s
plenty going on at Isleham
Local Nature Reserve (LNR)!
Firstly though, we have to report
that sadly, Andrew, our warden
has broken his leg and will be out
of action for a while. We wish
him a full and speedy recovery
and we’re really going to miss him
down at the Reserve. If people do
have anything to report, please
contact Andrew or myself. All help
will be greatly appreciated!
Thank you to everyone who is
clearing up after their dog. The
site has really improved and as
a result, people and wildlife alike
are benefiting. We’ve had a few
problems with the dog bin collection from East Cambs
District Council, so bear with us while we tackle this
problem.
About 25 Isleham Cubs enjoyed an evening at the
Reserve in early October. We did some bug hunting
and some bat detecting! We found all sorts of creepy
-crawlies and some Pipistrelle bats – very exciting! If
there are any other groups in the village who would
like to visit the Reserve, please get in touch with us.
We got an enormous amount done at the Reserve
in our October Work Party. A big thank you to all the
volunteers who helped out and for all the Wildlife Trust
volunteers who turned up! The photo shows us on
a well-earned lunch break. Also, a particular thank
you to Avi Stacey who carried on working (for about
a week) to clear away a lot of brash and unwanted
cuttings off-site. There will be another Work Party in
January, please contact me if you’d like more details.
Our next Friends of Isleham Nature Reserves meeting is
29th November, 7.30pm in the Social Centre, everyone
is welcome! Don’t forget to check out our blog at
http://friendsofislehamnr.blogspot.com. We post
wildlife sightings and news of events around Isleham
for nature conservation. We’re also on Facebook
so please join our group ‘Friends of Isleham Nature
Reserves’. There are lots of fantastic photos and even
a video! You can also join the mailing list to receive
updates from me, just send me your email address.
Charlotte Lowry, Greenspace & Community Officer,
Cambridgeshire County Council
charlotte.lowry@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 01223 715557
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A well-earned break for Work Party volunteers in October.
Photo: Charlotte Lowry

Parish Council News
The following are the abbreviated and incomplete versions of
the IPC minutes for the September and October 2010 meetings.
F ull minutes are available from the IPC and on the Isleham
Village Website at www.isleham-village.co.uk/pcminutes.html.

minutes of the parish council
monday 6th september
Present Cllrs Neal, Carter, Earl, Baines, Beckett, Malkin,
Wilkes, R. Thompson, H. Thompson, Clerk: D. Bayliss, 3
parishioners.
Apologies Cllrs Garbett, Hobbs, CCllr Palmer, CCllr Powley.
Open forum
It was again reported that cars are blocking both exits
from the Recreation Ground on a Saturday whilst football
is being played there.
Concerns were raised about Health & Safety on the Rec
whilst the work on the MUGA is taking place. Clerk will
contact Cambridge Courts to make sure H&S policy is
in place.
Ica
Work has begun on the new MUGA. An issue has arisen
regarding electricity, and Clerk is discussing with EDF
about having a transformer fitted to the electricity pole
near the new court in order that this may also be used
for the new Community Centre.
The Council will write to Mrs Dunbavin to inform her that
although in principle there would be room for a skate
park on the Rec, the PC do not have any funds available
to put towards this; therefore the group would need to

Parish Councillors address list
Derrick Beckett
(Chairman)

Appleyard Farm, 1 Houghtons
Lane, Isleham CB7 5SR
Tel: 01638 780476
Terry Carter
5 Old School Close, Soham
(Vice Chairman)
CB7 5WD Tel: 07905 705302
Steven Baines
Emmanuel House, 8 East Fen
Road, Isleham CB7 5SW
Tel: 01638 780406
Martin Earl
83 The Causeway, Isleham CB7 5TA
Tel: 01638 780766
Jeannette Malkin
17 Little London, Isleham CB7 5SE
Tel: 01638 780283
Lionel Neal
104 Beck Road, Isleham CB7 5QP
Tel: 01638 780066
Geoff Garbett
16 Croft Road, Isleham CB7 5QR
Tel: 01638 780863
Elaine Hobbs
Portman House, 7 The Birches,
Soham CB7 5FH Tel: 01353 725818
9 Limestone Close, Isleham
Hazel Thompson
CB7 5RP Tel: 01638 780633
Roseanna Thompson Fenrose Farm,1 Fen Bank, Isleham
CB7 5SL Tel: 01638 780994
Pauline Wilkes
6 Limestone Close, Isleham
CB7 5RP Tel: 01638 780640
Diane Bayliss
37 Croft Road, Isleham CB7 5QR
(Parish Clerk)
Tel: 01638 781687
islehampc@btinternet.com
www.isleham-village.co.uk

secure their own grants/funding in order to go ahead
with the project.
Recreation ground matters
Minor tree works will be carried out on the Rec in order
that lorries can get to the MUGA site. New trees will be
ordered and planted as soon as possible.
Bins in the play area will be replaced.
Play area will be closed whilst the work takes place.
High street church
Their representatives met with the Clerk and Mr Neal.
They asked if the Council would write a letter stating that
they are in favour of the plans for the new church, and
that they support the community aspect of the project.
It was agreed to ask for further information before a
decision is made.
Cemetery & churchyard matters
It was agreed that a scan be carried on one of the copper
beech trees in the cemetery, and if necessary on both.
It was agreed a seat in memorial to Roy and Shirley Brown
be placed on the corner of Beck Road by the cemetery.
Correspondence
It was agreed that the Council do not wish to adopt
either of the telephone boxes from BT.
A letter has been received from Lorraine King, the new
Conservation Officer at ECDC regarding 2 Church Lane.
She will keep the PC informed of any progress made on
this matter.
Cemetery land
This has been assigned by Bellway to Bloor Homes resulting
in an extra £14,293 for the PC as a result of a saving in
stamp duty.
Allotment matters
The Allotment Society is up and running. They will meet
on the third Tuesday of each month in the Back Room
of the Village Hall.
It was agreed that in principle, a borehole could be
drilled on the Dunstall Allotments, and the Allotment
Association is given the go ahead to seek funding in
order to have the work carried out.
Mr Willoughby’s request to keep a pony on the Dunstall
Allotment was deferred.
It was agreed that allotment rents remain the same for
the next year.
Wash matters
It was agreed that angling fees remain the same for
the next year.
Planning matters
Applications: 10 Sun St for Mr G. Thomas – no objection
Refusals: Proposed 4 bedroom house at 44 East Fen
Road for Mr Mayes.
Nature reserve report
Considerable progress has been made, with work set to
continue to improve the site with a sign on the Fordham
Road, an entrance sign on the gate, and a litter bin. A
Family Day was held there recently, and Andrew Garbett
is doing a good job as volunteer warden at the site.

MINUTES OF THE MEETING ON 4TH OCTOBER

Present Cllrs Beckett, Neal, Malkin, Carter, Baines, Garbett,
H. Thompson, R. Thompson, Clerk: D. Bayliss, CCllr Powley
2 parishioners.
Apologies Cllrs Wilkes, Earl, Hobbs, CCllr Palmer.
12

open forum
Mr Cox addressed the Council about the Dial-a-Ride service
as a lady from West Street has been turned away three
times as the bus is already full. The Council will contact
ESDAR about this and report back to a future meeting.
There is also some uncertainty about the pick-up points for
the bus to Newmarket on a Tuesday. CCC are responsible
for this service and the PC will contact them to clarify this.
isleham primary school
Cllr Wilkes attended a Governors’ Meeting on Thursday
23rd September; the school have received a visit from Ian
Trafford of the County Council to discuss the possibility of
more affordable housing in the village and what impact
that would have on the school. Concern was raised that
the school is already full, however, it was suggested that
portable classrooms might well be the answer to cater for
any increase in numbers.
Regarding a new safety barrier for outside the school, which
would cost approximately £6,000; the County Council do
not have the funding for this and suggested that the PC
might be able to contribute; however, it is not currently
within the powers of the PC to contribute to the cost of
this work.
ica
It was agreed that Cllr Carter is appointed to the ICA
Management Committee as a representative of the
Parish Council.
As it is likely that the electricity supply to the new MUGA
won’t be connected before Christmas, it was agreed
that the Council make enquiries into the possibility of a
generator for the temporary supply of electricity to the
new MUGA.
village hall matters
Signs will be put up in the Hall asking all users to make
sure that the lights are switched off before they vacate
the building.
There has been a further occurrence of the Village Hall
electricity supply cutting out. Cllr Malkin will speak to Mr
Rampley about this and also ask him whether he would
be willing to take on the ongoing electricity maintenance
in the Hall.
recreation ground matters
Work on the new MUGA is progressing well and should be
completed within the next couple of weeks.
It was agreed that the Council approve the request by
Bloor Homes to put a sales cabin on the Recreation Ground
at a cost of £500 per month and until no later than 20th
June 2011.
cemetery & churchyard matters
Sadly the southernmost beech in the Cemetery has a
fungus (Ustilina), which will have destroyed the root system,
and therefore needs to be removed within three months.
Permission to remove the tree will be requested from ECDC.
It was agreed that the 4 remaining limes in the cemetery
are crown-reduced to bring them into line with those that
have just been done.
to review charity trustees
It was agreed that Derrick Beckett is reappointed to the
Fen or Fifty Charity for a further four years.
It was agreed that Derrick Beckett, Steven Baines and Terry
Carter are reappointed to the Deborah Fletcher Charity
for a further four years.

correspondence
The mobile library timetable has been altered to include
a visit on a Friday morning.
A letter has been received from Stephen Moir re: the
boundary review at the Marina. The matter will be
considered and a full response will be sent once all the
issues have been considered.
The sale of the Cemetery land to Bloor Homes was
completed on Thursday 30th September and the funds
have been deposited in the Abbey Reserve Account.
allotment matters
It was agreed that Mr Willoughby be allowed to rent a
minimum of 60 and a maximum of 80 rod on the Dunstall
site to keep a pony. The rent will be set at £250 per year.
The area must be securely fenced and no equestrian
vehicle is to be taken on the allotment roadway.
planning matters
Applications: Garage and garden store at 47 West Street
for Mr K. Hall – no objection.
Approvals: Installation of underground 225mm diameter
surface water pipe at land north of 8 Church Street for
Cambridgeshire County Council.
ECDC: Tree works for Mr Hancock 14 Robins Close, tree
works at Isleham Recreation Ground.
An amendment to the original planning application from
Bellway has been received from Bloor Homes. The only
change for consideration is that the 2½ storey houses
have been reduced to 2 storeys and this change was
welcomed by the Councillors. n

ADVANCE NOTICE

LIVE, WORK, THINK, ACT LOCAL

Become a
PARISH COUNCILLOR
5th MAY 2011
The date is set for the next Parish
Council elections and your Council
needs 11 seats to be filled
If you are over 18 and have a few hours
free each month you could make a
difference in your community
To find out how YOU can be involved contact your Parish Clerk:
Mrs Diane Bayliss, 37 Croft Road, Isleham, Ely, Cambs CB7 5QR
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New projects - Rewires - Consumer Unit Upgrades
Minor works - Inspection and Testing

KD

Electrical Services Ltd
80 The Causeway, Isleham CB7 5SX
www.kdes.co.uk info@kdes.co.uk
07792 179438
ELECSA Approved Contractor Part P Registered Company

Mildenhall Monumentals
We offer a sympathetic, understanding service
creating unique memorials made carefully by qualified
fine artists and craftsmen
with over 30 years’ experience.
A D D I T I O N A L I N S C RIPTIONS
C R E M AT I O N P L AQUES
C L E A N I N G A N D R E STORATION
G R A N I T E A N D N AT U R A L STONE BENCHES
G A R D E N ORNAMENTS, WATER FEATURES, HOUSE PLAQUES, SUND I A L S . . .

For our free brochure call:

01638 715525

www.mildenhallmonumentals.co.uk
Southgate Avenue, Mildenhall IP28 7AT
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The Isleham Society

S

everal of us visited Ely for a most informative
guided tour of The King’s School by one
of the staff, James Tilly. These mediaeval
buildings are the most complete collection still
standing in Western Europe. We were able to see
many buildings that are not normally seen by the
general public without prior permission. Some of
the buildings included in our tour:
The Monastic Barn (c.1375) Built originally for
the bulk storage of wheat, malt, salted meat,
fish, other basic foodstuffs and probably bales
of wool. It was also used as a stable until it was
altered into a gymnasium and carpentry shop for
the King’s School; it has now been converted into
a splendid dining hall.
The Porter (1397–1401) Once the principal
gateway to the monastery, and has been used
as a porter’s lodge, a prison and a brewery. The
Prior’s Court and Manorial Courts then became
the Big Schoolroom used for assemblies, concerts
and a theatre. The Upper Porter was converted
into a modern library in 1998.
Prior Crauden’s Chapel was built as a private
chapel (1324–25) for the Prior. It had coloured
walls, painted glass and a mosaic floor including
the picture of Adam and Eve with the serpent.
In 1649, Cromwell’s commissioners ordered the
building to be demolished so the stone and lead
could be sold; it escaped being pulled down by
being converted into a house, a state in which it
remained for nearly 200 years, until restored as a
chapel in the 1850s. It is now in daily use by the
King’s School.
After seeing other parts of the school, we visited
the Almonry Restaurant for afternoon tea before
returning home – a most enjoyable visit with special
thanks to our excellent guide James Tilly.
October 21st
‘Life in Thetford Forest’ was the subject of an
illustrated talk given by Trevor Berlingham, a
professional photographer from Thetford who uses
his photographic skills and his life-long interest in
wildlife to capture all aspects of life in the forest
throughout the year.
The Forestry Commission, who manages Thetford
Forest, describe it as “a patchwork of pines, heath
land and broadleaves providing the ideal setting
for a day out, and a welcome refuge for a rich
variety of animal and plant life. Many of our
visitors are attracted by the peace and tranquillity
of Thetford Forest as well as the wide range of
recreation facilities. High Lodge is the venue where
children can explore trails, use the play furniture
and have fun on the large grass area. Refreshments
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Sept/Oct 2010
are also available in our oak framed building.
There is something for everyone somewhere in
the forest and the quieter sites provide a haven
for wildlife.”
With his excellent slides and his knowledgeable
comments, he gave us an insight of the wonder
of such a haven for the interaction of human and
wildlife and has hopefully whetted our appetite
to visit or revisit the forest.
Future Dates:
18th November Peter Jackson from Scotsdales
Nursery will give an illustrated talk on ‘Bulbs’
December – no meeting.
20th January An illustrated talk “16 Years at
Lakenheath Fen” by David White of the RSPB
17th February Old Isleham photos (no. 4) - Vernon
Place using some of Arthur Houghton’s collection
plus other old photos.
We welcome all visitors to our meetings – you
don’t have to be a member!
Vernon Place
Chairman of the Isleham Society

Isleham Allotment & Leisure
Gardeners Association
Many thanks to all those brave souls who shunned
the bad weather to attend our meeting on 19th
October to hear a very interesting talk about the
use of shrubs for autumn colour.
We are now gearing up for our Grand Christmas
Quiz – general knowledge with a Christmas theme
– which will include mulled wine and a seasonal
buffet. This is to be held in the Bowls Club at 7.30pm
on 14th December. The quiz will have a cash prize
and there will also be a raffle. The bar at the Bowls
Club will also be available, so a cracking good night
is anticipated. Tickets are available, at a cost of £8
per head, from Howard Copestake 01638 789340,
Jenny Hodd 01638 780729 or Chris Maxfield 07703
336250. All are welcome including non-members.
Advance notice of our first meeting of 2011, which
will be on Tuesday 18th January. The meeting
will start at 7pm with our AGM and election of
Officers followed by a talk by Steve Western, Senior
Forecaster, BBC Radio Suffolk about ‘Climate
Change and the Gardener’, something that
will be of interest to all gardeners. Members £1;
non-members and guests £2.
Looking forward to seeing you in the near future,
do come and join us – you may be pleasantly
surprised.
Jenny Hodd 01638 780729
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Lyn Kiernan and her team extend
a warm welcome to you at their
new unisex hair salon

HAIR 2000

Ladies’, gentlemen’s and children’s hairstylists
• Established in Cambridge for 30 years!
• Competitive prices
• Experienced stylists
• OAP special rates on Mondays and Tuesdays
• We offer a wide range of perms, colours,
hi-lights, low-lights, cutting and styling
• Cut & blow-dry from £23.50; perms from £35

Call in and see us at
4 Church Street, Isleham
or phone 01638 780800

Women’s Institute

Our October meeting was
Members’ Night; the evening was
organised by Hazel Thompson,
who arranged the speaker;
and Pauline Wilkes and Ann
Cant who ran the meeting and
presented us with a competition to name the sites of
Old Cambridge, which was won by Sylvia Powell and
Carol Doe.
The speaker was Moira Neville, who has recently
qualified as an area demonstrator for the National
Association of Flower Arrangement Societies (NAFAS).
Moira gave an excellent demonstration, making four
arrangements representing the seasons, inspired by
the poems of Robbie Burns.
Moira then donated the flowers as raffle prizes, a
gesture much appreciated by the lucky winners. It
was an excellent evening, enjoyed by all.
During October, a work party has cleared the land
at the corner of Pound Lane where the Village Notice
Board is situated. Bulbs and other plants were set, and
hopefully the results will be appreciated next spring
and summer.
During the past two months, a number of members
visited Tunbridge Wells, whist others attended craft
workshops. These activities are organised by the
Cambridge Federation of Women’s Institutes.
If you would like to join the WI or simply come to a
meeting to see what it is like, please do come along.
We meet on the second Thursday of each month in
the Village Hall, 7.30 for 7.45 pm, and new members
are always welcome.
Glenda Preece 01638 780734; gjpreece@aol.com

lsleham Holistic Therapies

Remedial Deep Tissue Treatment and
Mobilisation
for sports injuries, back and neck pain,
chronic joint and muscle problems
Aromatherapy Treatments and Massage

for headaches, insomnia, sinuses and relaxation

Sally Norrington-Stacey (L.C.S.P.)
Qualified and insured with 21 years’ experience.
For more information without obligation,
please phone 01638 780023

Karma Farm
8 Fen Bank, Isleham
Tel: 07900 961217 / 01638 780701

• Naturally grass- and forage-fed beef
• 20 years selling direct from the Farm

New camp-site now open – see our website

www.karmafarm.co.uk
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JOYCE’S CORNER

W.R. PARR

Welcoming Winter

Established in Cambridge 1928

Antique Furniture Restorers
Station Road, Isleham

Autumn time is with us now,
Nights are dark and colder.
Soon Jack Frost will hang around
And we’ll keep getting older.

Tel: 01638

780080

All aspects of furniture
restoration and
repair work

Carrots and spuds are all dug up,
And onions dried up too.
We’ll need them through the winter
For a lovely hot lamb stew.

Including

We’ve frozen lots of runner beans,
Sweetcorn and raspberries too.
Friends have made jam and pickles
To see the winter through.

◙
◙
◙
◙
◙
◙

We’ve had the smell of bonfires,
Nuts have fallen from the trees.
We’re sure to get several power cuts
And hope that we won’t freeze.
We must make sure to get the bulbs,
Ready to flower in spring.
Before that it will be Christmas time
And all the bells will ring.
So enjoy a good old suet pud
Tied up in a cloth with string.
It will expand your waistline,
But you can diet it off in spring.
Joyce Drayton

Proper DISCO
(Est. 1998)

Old and New, Lively or Blue
Album Tracks and
Obscure Singles
Hear them all with

Johnny’s Jingles
Music for all occasions
Unbeatable prices
Tel 01638 780605
Mobile 07951 224237
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Marquetry
Turning
Veneering
French polishing
Carving
Upholstery

Priory Garage

The

Rising Sun

Sun Street, Isleham. Tel: 01638 780471

H
Used car sales
H
Renault Authorised
repairs
H
Mot testing
H
Service & repair ~
all makes & models
H
Tyres
H
Exhausts
H
Batteries
H
Air-conditioning
service & repair
H

Food served

Friday and Saturday 12 noon to 2pm
and 7pm to 9pm
Sunday Lunchtime Roast (advisable to book)

ENTERTAINMENT

• DECEMBER •
Friday 10th December
Karaoke with Clive
BECKen
+ Christmas Raffle for
Friday 31st December Baz
with
New Year’s Eve Karaoke
• JANUARY •
to be confirmed

Opening times

Monday: 7pm to 11pm
Tuesday to Thursday: 12 noon to 3pm & 7pm to 11pm
Friday and Saturday: 12 noon to 12 midnight
Sunday: 12 noon to 10.30pm

Priory Garage
Church Street, Isleham,
Cambs CB7 5RX
01638 780352/780625

www.manchetts.co.uk
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• Intruder alarm systems
• Gate automation
• Closed circuit tv
• Access control
• Dda door automation
• Trafﬁc barriers
• Smoke screen systems
Unit 8 Hall Barn Industrial Estate • Hall Barn Road
Isleham • Cambridgeshire • CB7 5RJ
Tel: 01638 781799 • Fax: 01638 781768
Email: sales@aztekservices.co.uk
Website: www.aztekservices.co.uk

The Griffin
Open all day from 12noon lunchtime
throughout the week
Serving food from 12–2 plus 6–9pm
Coffee and tea available
Church Street, Isleham. Tel: 01638 780447
Pleasant garden behind pub with aviary and children’s play
equipment
Catering for business meetings, buffets, functions etc.
Restaurant seating for up to 32
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St Andrew’s Social Centre

D

ear Friends,
As you know, we are blessed with our facilities here
at St Andrew’s with the Social Centre, which sits just
across the road from the Church building. The Centre
provides an invaluable space for gathering together, for
our weekly coffee mornings and a beautiful garden for
all to enjoy – not to mention a place which is hired by the
Guides, for children’s parties and many other activities.
However, as you can see, the Social Centre building
itself is not in a good state of repair with regard to its
structural condition and internal facilities could also be
greatly improved. We are at something of a crossroads
in deciding on the best path forward. The building itself
belongs to Ely Diocese and we hold a ‘repairing lease’;
this means we are responsible for the maintenance of the
building, although we don’t own it or the land on which
it sits, and for this we are charged a very long rent on a
nominal lease.
We know the building has some significant structural
problems, not least the damp, insulation and roofing
problems. The building was originally part of The Old
Vicarage land and was used as a piggery and stable,
and as such it has no foundations and single brick walls.
But we are also mindful that such an old building has
become part of the Isleham landscape, and that any
change would need to be sympathetically undertaken.
We have asked Cambridgeshire Action with Communities
in Rural England (ACRE) to advise us, as this is their area
of expertise, and they have said that “doing nothing is
not an option.”
In short, we need to drastically fundraise to repair a
building that isn’t ours – estimates on the roof alone are in
excess of £5,000 assuming the timbers are still serviceable
– or, and slightly more daringly, we pull it down and start
again, obviously in conjunction with East Cambs District
Council (ECDC) Planning Authority.
The other factor to consider is that a new-build does not
involve paying VAT, whereas repairs do – and VAT is to
rise to 20% in 2011. We now need to decide on the best
way forward for the whole community.
We are advised that if we were to ‘start again’, there
are grants available, and we may be able to fund the
vast majority (if not all) from grants that have been made
available this year for small village halls and community
centres. These grants are not available for repairs, and
nor are they available for larger projects such as the new
Community Centre here in Isleham, so if we decide on
this route we will not be diverting funds from that project.
The second part of ACRE’s advice was to rebuild in a
sustainable way, by opting for a timber building, using
‘green energy sources’. The conservation officer from
ECDC has visited the site, and in principle they are happy
with the idea of a re-build as long as we keep the outside
wall that borders the pavement, so the view from the street
will not be drastically altered.
More information, including the ACRE report can be
found in both the Church and the Social Centre. Do have
a look and if you would like to be involved with the project,
speak to us. This letter comes to keep you informed of our
plans and to invite comment. We would dearly love a
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building that served the needs of our community and is fit
for purpose in the 21st century.
With prayers and every blessing
Mike Banyard
The Three Rivers Group
The Rev’d Mike Banyard, Rector
The Rev’d Kate Peacock, Associate Priest
Rob Savage, Nick Carver, Churchwardens

Bowls Club Report

T

his time of year is always relatively quiet for the Club,
therefore not too much to report.
During November, the Club holds its Annual General
Meeting to elect the ‘willing’ volunteers to serve the Club
for another 12 months. It is with great sadness that I have
to report that Pat Houghton will not be standing again as
our Hon. Secretary and I have to say a big thank you for all
the years she has served the Committee well.
Last November, we were asked to help the village Bingo
players by opening our clubhouse on a Wednesday evening
after the demise of the Comrades’ Club facilities. This winter,
we are continuing to promote Bingo every Wednesday, and
it is open to anyone to come along and join in. The more
the merrier, and any funds raised will go towards our latest
project; see below. You don’t have to come every week,
why not try a week to see for yourself? We recently held a
Jumble Sale and Trivia Evening, and in December we are
hosting a special Christmas Prize Bingo to help raise those
important £££s to keep the club functioning.
We are hoping to ‘infill’ our viewing area, to make it more
comfortable for supporters to watch the bowling – whilst the
bowlers are frozen to the bone – during May, and sometimes
June and other times in the British Summer!
The Carpet Bowls season has commenced, and Team
1 have yet to register a win from their first 5 matches, but
Team 2 are looking good after being promoted to Division
2 this season. With a return of four wins from six matches,
maybe we will be ‘swapping’ divisions!
Barry Grimwood, Club Captain

Anglia
Gas & Electrical
Services

No. 150846

Sales • Service • Repairs • Installations
Natural Gas/LPG Gas Boiler/Central Heating Systems
NG/LPG Gas Appliances/Dual Fuel Appliances
NG/LPG Landlord Safety Checks
NG/LPG Residential Park Homes/Caravans
Electrical Appliances/Portable Appliances Testing
Essential Electrical/Plumbing Maintenance

Contact: Jim Perry
		
		

Phone/fax: 01638 741432
Mobile 07768 856456
email: jimperry@ntlworld.com

Churches’ News

Pound Lane Free Church

Pastor: Dave Hall (01638 781343 or 01638 780636, email
pastor@plfc.org.uk)
Elder: Mr Michael Gee (01638 552805)
Every Sunday:		
Sunday worship:
11am and 6.30pm.
Celebration of the Lord’s Supper:
1st Sunday following evening service
3rd Sunday following morning service
A Crèche is available for babies to Year 3 during the
morning service.
Refreshments are served after the evening services,
except the first Sunday of the month.
Fellowship Lunches are served after the morning service
on the third Sunday of the month.
Kingdom Kids (3 years – Yr 3): 10–11.15am (Mrs Sandra
Robertson 01638 781343)
All Stars (Yr 4 – Yr 6): 10–11.15am (Mr John Martin 01638
781747)
Covies (Yr 7 – early 20s): 9.30–10.30am (Mr Steve Neale
01638 780717).
There is a hearing loop installed and signing for the
deaf is available as well as Braille songbooks. We have
a comprehensive Child Protection Policy and a CRB
check has been carried out on all children’s and young
people’s workers.
Monday:
Music Mayhem:
9.30–10.30am.
(Mrs Sue Thompson 01638 781343 Preschool children
during school term only)
A fun time for your pre-school children – action songs,
musical instruments and the ever-popular “Sockeroo”.
Followed by refreshments and a time to relax with friends
whilst the children play. New members always welcome.
6.45–8.15pm.
All Stars Fun Night:
Wednesday:
Fellowship: 		
2.15–3.15pm.
(Mrs Sandra Rampley 01353 624733)
This caters for the more mature who are retirement age
or over. They enjoy meeting together for a Bible talk,
spiritual songs and prayer. Various fun evenings and
meals are also organised during the year. Refreshments
are served at the end and it’s a good time to catch
up with friends and all their news. New members are
always welcome.
Church Night: 		
7.40–9pm.
Thursday:
Coffee Morning:
10–11.30am.
Covies Club Night:
7–9pm.
Friday: (fortnightly in members’ homes):
Women’s Meeting 10.30–11.45am (Sue Hall 01638 780636).
Christianity Explored courses are run regularly – please
ask for dates of next course.
For further information on any of the above, or if you
would like to speak to Pastor Dave:
Phone: 01638 781343 (Church Office)
01638 780636 (Pastor’s Home)
Email: pastor@plfc.org.uk
secretary@plfc.org.uk
Web site: www.plfc.org.uk & www.isleham.com
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Operation Christmas Child
As I write this we are on the count down to Operation
Christmas Child 2010.
The boxes are going to Kyrgyzstan this year. The country
is located in central Asia; it is very beautiful with snowcapped mountains for most of the year but it is very poor.
If you prepared a box this year thank you very much –
you can be sure it will make a great deal of difference
to disadvantaged children in that country. If you helped
us process boxes, thank you too. We are so glad to be
a part of this work as it shows God’s love in action.
Christmas Services
Our Christmas services this year are:
Candlelit Carol Service – Sunday 19th December at
6.15pm
Christmas Day Family Service – Saturday 25th December
at 10.30am
You will receive a warm welcome at these services as
we meet together to celebrate the birth of our Lord
Jesus Christ.

Three Rivers Group
St Andrew’s Parish Church

Dear Friends
I have to confess to feeling very smug! As I write, it is the day
after Bonfire Night, and I have finished my Christmas shopping - I
think you’ll agree a degree of smugness is allowed in this case!
I have searched the Internet, the Arc and Grand Arcade and
it is done – hurrah! Of course, there are the cards to write, the
gifts to wrap and no end of other jobs, but please allow me this
moment of achievement! I made a promise this year to myself
and my family that this time I would be more organised and
LESS STRESSED! Lord alone knows how long that will last, but this
is a good start.
Christmas and New Year, as we all know are stress points in our
year, moments of real ‘busy-ness’ and emotion. The who’s going
where; the “Who’s forgotten the crackers?”; over-tired cooks
and under-appreciated guests, and those who have been
left alone, all combine for a stressful festive time. So often our
feelings don’t tie in with the reality that God gave his Son to be
the Prince of Peace, dwelling in our hearts and being present
in our lives. Peace, calm and stillness are what speaks of God,
and are the places where God is so often and most easily seen
and realised – yet our busy Christmases are the antithesis of this.
This year, as I hope and pray will become our custom, we are
offering a service which is billed as a ‘Quiet Christmas’ – a service
for all those who find Christmas stressful and too much, and for
those who find it difficult and fraught with emotion or loneliness.
Christmas can so often bring out those difficult and sometimes raw
emotions. The service is on Tuesday 21st December at Fordham
Church at 7pm, we pray it may be a time of quiet, stillness and
reflection; a drop of calm in the mayhem and tinsel.
Think of it if you will, as an anti-Christmas Christmas service! And
if it only floats the boat for me and Mike, then never mind. We
need the calm and stillness as much as anyone else – but if
you have ever complained of the over commercialisation, the
competitive ‘busy-ness’ and the over-the-top-ness of it all, join
us for a moment of peace. Together we will seek to remember
that the world needs real peace; which goes deep, which keeps
us still at our core, and gives us generous hearts and minds. And
I must remember that all of that is so much more crucial than
having finished my shopping – smugness be gone!
May this Festive time be a blessing to you and to all whom you
love – and may you find a moment of calm and contemplation
in the midst of all that you do.
Kate Peacock

Regular Church Services
Sundays: The main service is at 9.30 am. Junior Church
is in the Social Centre, and in church the third Sunday
of each month for All Age Worship.
Midweek services
Mon–Weds: 9am Morning Prayer, Fordham
Thurs, Fri: 8.15am Morning Prayer, Fordham
Monday: 3.30pm Evening Prayer, Kennett (in school
in term time)
Tuesday: 4.30pm Evening Prayer, Limestone Close (Last
Tuesday of the month, Holy Communion)
Wednesday: Evening Prayer 4.15pm Snailwell, Holy
Communion 5.30pm Chippenham
Weekly Activities
Tuesday: 9am–12 noon: Coffee Morning in Social Centre
Friday: Choir Practice 6.30pm in church. All welcome.
Contact Mark Liversidge 01638 781696. Bell ringing
practice 7.30pm – beginners welcome! Contact Ruth
Ogden, the Tower Captain, for more information
Sundays@6
Our Youth group meets twice a month at the Old
Vicarage in Isleham; we hope that many other young
people will join us. Details from Rev’d Kate or Rev’d Mike.
Priests The Rev’d Mike Banyard 01638 721616
banyardmg1@yahoo.co.uk. The Rev’d Kate Peacock
01638 723960 kate.peacock@btopenworld.com
Churchwardens Rob Savage: 01638 780218, robert.
savage@islehamchurch.org.uk; Nick Carver: 01638
781116, nick.carver@islehamchurch.org.uk
Tower Captain Ruth Ogden: 01638 780646, ruth.ogden@
islehamchurch.org.uk
Choir Director Mark Liversidge: 01638 781696, mark.
liversidge@islehamchurch.org.uk
Webmaster Andrew Stephens: 01638 781468/780229
Service Sheet Editor Rob Savage: 01638 780218 robert.
savage@islehamchurch.org.uk
For more information about the Group and St Andrew’s
please visit our website at www.islehamchurch.org.uk.

from the very young to the very old. The children have
their own activities.
Evening fellowship: 6.30pm. A less formal service usually
with opportunity for individual sharing. Come and
hear about God’s goodness! Tea, coffee and good
conversation are available after both the morning and
evening services!
On Sunday mornings the following children’s facilities are
available: Crèche is available for babies and tots up to
3 years old: the crèche workers are very experienced
and provide a safe, fun playtime for the little ones.
Junior Church for those who are aged 3 to 7 is a
fun-filled session with singing, crafts, drama and stories.
The Older Junior Church meet at the Village Hall. This
is for children who are 7 to 11 years old (That’s the
noise you’ve heard from the Village Hall on a Sunday
morning!) Their morning starts from 10am with a craft,
followed by a wide range of activities encouraging the
children to discover the Christian faith for themselves.
We would love to see some new faces and visitors
would be made very welcome!
Nikao is the name for the 11 to 14 year olds and on a
Sunday morning they receive teaching that is relevant
to pre-teens/teenagers. On a Friday night this group
meets socially and they all have a lot of laughs!
Weekly Activities
Are you interested in how to stay active in later life?
If so, we are running an exercise class for the more
mature on Monday afternoons at 2pm at the Chapel.
Our Rendezvous group – for the more mature among
us – meets every Tuesday afternoon at 3pm. Around
60 to 70 of us enjoy this time together each week but
new faces are always welcome.
Luncheon Club Is for those of retirement age and
happens once a month on the second Wednesday
from 12–2pm. An excellent meal for just £2 not to
mention the great company! Numbers are limited for
this but please contact us if you are interested. For
anybody who would like to come along to either of
these groups there is free transport available where
necessary. Perhaps you’d like to be kept informed of
any outings we arrange, or you need help to complete
some paperwork such as benefit forms, or perhaps
you don’t know who to ask for help with transport for
hospital visiting. Please don’t hesitate to ring; we’d
love to help if we can. For further details on any of
the above, please contact Kathryn on 01638 780652
or the Church Office.
Little Lambs is our parent/carer and toddler group, which
runs term time Fridays from 9.15–11.15am. Parents/
carers can relax with a coffee while the children play.
Each week we have a craft activity, juice time and
end the morning with singing. All welcome!
There are also lots of other midweek activities taking
place so whether it’s on a Sunday or midweek, we
would love to see you. Why not come along or give
us a call to find out more?
For more information about any of the events at High
Street Church or general advice, call Jane or Sharon
in the Church Office on 01638 780985 or Paul Hedger
(Church leader) on 01638 721291 or go to www.highst.
org.uk. n

High Street Church

CHRISTMAS AT HIGH STREET CHURCH
Please feel free to join us for any of
the following activities:
Contemporary Christmas Flowers
Friday 3rd December 7.30pm at High Street Church
Presented by Moira Neville, Area Demonstrator for
NAFAS.
Carol Singing
Thursday 17th December
We will be carol singing around the village. If you would
like to join us, you would be very welcome. We will be
meeting at the Priory at 6.30pm.
Carol Service
Sunday 19th December 6.30pm at High Street Church.
Christmas Morning Service
Saturday 25th December at 11am. We warmly welcome
anybody who would like to join us to celebrate on
Christmas Morning.
Boxing Day
Normal Sunday services at 10.30am and 6.30pm
are cancelled but you are very welcome to a short
Thanksgiving Service to be held at 4pm.
Sunday Services: All are welcome to our Sunday services
throughout the year.
Morning worship: 10.30am. All ages are very welcome
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