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Gala and Festival
Special

A

nother year, another Gala, which
took place on Saturday 3rd July. A
lovely summer’s day enabled the
large crowd to enjoy a family day out.

Above: Isleham Under Fives’ Winning Float. Below: Our Gala Queen and Princesses.
Photos by Vernon Place

The parade commenced at 1pm with
five floats, a walking group of Brownies
and Guides, and the ever present Glen
Morrison Pipe Band, who looked superb
and sounded just as good. I do not think
our Gala would be the same without
them.
Our 13-year-old Gala Queen Rosannagh
Bell, and her Princesses, Chloe Plunkett
and Abbie Bailey looked delightful
and carried out their duties superbly.
continued on page 8
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VILLAGE NOTES

Priory Garage

Parish Plan

The recycling collection was identified in the Parish Plan
questionnaire as a matter of concern to a number of people.
If you have any problems with the service, could you please
inform Diane Bayliss, the Parish Clerk, in writing. She will collate
all complaints and discuss them with ECDC and Veolia.

Allotments for Rent
Isleham Parish Council have allotments to rent on Station Road
(Dunstall Allotment) and Beck Road (Three Tree Allotment).
For further details please contact the Parish Clerk Diane Bayliss
01638 781687.

Isleham Allotment and Leisure
Gardeners Association

H
Used car sales
H
Renault Authorised
repairs
H
Mot testing
H
Service & repair ~
all makes & models
H
Tyres
H
Exhausts
H
Batteries
H
Air-conditioning
service & repair
H

Many thanks to all who contributed to our stall at the Village
Fête. It was a great success with a total of £79.60 taken in
plant sales and new membership. A further £31 has since
been collected by Jenny and Ian’s pavement plant sales.
I must also express gratitude to Priory Garage, Messrs
Thompsons Farm and Mr Fothergill’s Seeds for their kind
donations to our tombola prizes.
Membership is now up to 23 members but more would be
welcome. We plan to hold a Hog Roast on 18th September
but more information will be announced on posters nearer
the date.

AWSA/MUGA: Exciting News!
Isleham Parish Council are pleased to announce that they have
been awarded £50,000 of funding from the landfill tax money
of Waste Recycling Group (WRG), administered and distributed
by WREN, to move and renew the Isleham All-Weather Surface
Area (AWSA), now to be known as the Multi-Use Games Area
(MUGA).
ADVANCE NOTICE:
The Isleham AWSA will be closed from the 1st week in September
for approximately 6 weeks to enable it to be moved to its new
location and for a new surface to be laid. For further details please
contact Diane Bayliss 01638 781687 or Sid Cox 01638 780872.

Board Games Afternoon
Last Thursday of each month September – April 2.30pm – 5pm
at High Street Chapel. Contact Alison Young 01638 780351 or
Carolyn Garner 01353 863199. We have an assortment of games
to play or bring your own favourite.

Priory Garage
Church Street, Isleham,
Cambs CB7 5RX
01638 780352/780625

Karma Farm
8 Fen Bank, Isleham Tel: 07900 961217/01638 780701

• Naturally grass- and forage-fed beef
• 20 years selling direct from the Farm

www.manchetts.co.uk

New camp-site now open – see our website

www.karmafarm.co.uk
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Rocking the Rec!
First Gala Festival a Hit as Isleham Celebrates all Weekend
Left: Ruth Bendall’s delightful dancers. Below: The Misspents take to
the stage at Saturday’s family party. Bottom: Just one of the hilarious
comedy sketches on Thursday evening. Photos by Vernon Place and
Emma Jennings

I

sleham is one step further to its brand new Community
Centre thanks to the organisation and support of
the first Gala Festival weekend.

Based around the success of the established Gala, this
year there really was something for everyone as the
village’s festivities took place over three evenings in
a huge marquee on the village Recreation Ground.
Celebrations were heard as far away as Freckenham
and West Row.
Thursday evening saw colourful, polished performances
from Ruth Bendall’s School of Dance; the Anglian
Accents’ ladies Barbershop choir and a hilarious
selection of comedy sketches from Isleham’s own
Phoenix Players. It was a case of standing room only
as the crowds arrived and forced an emergency
re-stocking of wine even before the performances
began!
The much anticipated Grand Summer Ball on
Friday brought a touch of glamour to the Festival
as partygoers enjoyed a delicious four course meal

before dancing the night away to live music from
the crowd-pleasing ‘Other Commitments’. The
casino and auction attracted plenty of interest. As
one guest put it, “I’ve had one of the best nights
ever – without leaving Isleham!”

Lead organiser and ICA Fundraising Chair Mark
Goldsack enthused, “To see the Rec full of smiling
faces from two-year-olds to eighty-plus fulfilled my
wildest dreams. Thanks to the support of so many
amazing people, our first festival was an amazing
success.”
Sunshine welcomed the hundreds enjoying the
annual Gala on Saturday afternoon, and this year
the party didn’t stop at tea-time. The evening’s
sell-out Family Party was a relaxed affair with sets
from three local bands. Kids played an impromptu
game of football on the Rec as the bar staff and
caterers coped admirably with the steady stream
of punters.
Organisers are already planning next year’s event
and will ensure that tickets are available early so
that no-one misses out. Events of this scale rely
on help from many local people and businesses.
If you’d like to be involved in next year’s festival,
contact Mark Goldsack on 01638 781350 or e-mail
him mgelyvate@aol .com.
Keep up to date – news on our new Community
Centre and other fundraising activities can be found
on the ICA website www.islehamca.co.uk. n
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Village clubs: information
If you would like details of your club meeting times to appear here, please contact Glenda Preece on:
01638 780734 or email gjpreece@aol.com
Club		

Contact

Tel	day/Date	

Time	

Place

Board Games

Alison Young

01638 780351

Last Thurs Sep-Apr

2.30–5pm

High St. Church

Book Club

Deidre Deller

01638 780544

Alternate Fridays

2pm

Social Centre

Brownies		

Annette May

01638 780934

Thursdays

6–7.15pm

Village Hall

Busy Bees

Mel Jones

01638 780902

Tuesdays

9.30–11.30am

Village Hall

Craft Club

Hazel Thompson

01638 780633

Tuesdays

1.30–4pm

Social Centre

Cubs		

Angela Dann

01638 781947

Tuesdays

6–7.15pm

Village Hall

French 		
Francine
Conversation 		

francine@the
waytofrance.com

Monday

6–7.15pm

1 Mill St

Gala Committee

01638 780734

3rd Monday

8pm

The Griffin

Guides		
Janine Taylor
		
Caroline Hinitt
			

01353 624615
islehamguides@
yahoo.co.uk

Tuesday

6.30–8.30pm

Social Centre

Isleham Society

Vernon Place

01638 780499

3rd Thursday

7.30pm

Village Hall

Line Dancing

Andrew Palmer

01354 696063

Mondays

7.45–10.15pm

Village Hall

Paper Craft Evening

Victoria Rattle

01638 721128

2nd Friday

7.30pm

High St. Church

Ruth Bendall
01638 780260
Ruth Bendall
School of Dance			

Wednesdays
Saturdays

4.30pm
9am

Village Hall
Village Hall

Tea & Toast

Claire Freeman

07827 234442

Thursdays

9.30–11.30am

Village Hall

W.I.		

Glenda Preece

01638 780734

2nd Thursday

7.30pm

Village Hall

Fred Preece
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Isleham Gala 2010 Competition Results
FLOATS
1st Isleham Pre-School “Once Upon a Time”
2nd Swimming Pool Assoc “Old Fashioned Seaside”
3rd Isleham Cubs “The Railway Children”

BABY SHOW

Boys 1st Aaron Wright 2nd Jack Quince 3rd Charlie
Cummins
Under 16s Boys 1st Theo Reeves 2nd Nigel Hensby
3rd Alex Higson

PRESS-UP RACE

Girls 1st Sophie Imrie 2nd Aeryn Beckett 3rd Olivia Edwards

Girls Age 6,7,8 1st Ella Cummins 2nd Rhina Higson 3rd
Heather Fleming

Boys 1st Adam Guest 2nd Oscar Roberts 3rd Sam & Finlay
Jones

Boys Age 6,7,8 1st Charlie Cummins 2nd Ben Wilson 3rd
Joseph Boneham

MINI MISS ISLEHAM
1st Mya Davies 2nd Victoria Vosseller 3rd Poppy Downey

MARQUEE COMPETITIONS

MINI MR ISLEHAM

HOME BAKING

1st Kieran Jakes

Six Wholemeal Rolls

FANCY DRESS

1st Sheila Roberts 2nd Emma Downey 3rd Rowan Taylor

Pre-school 1st Charlotte Bailey 2nd Mya Davies 3rd Toby
& Abigail Jones

1lb Loaf of White Bread

5 – 7 years Joint 1st Molly Kent & Elysia Bishop
Joint 2nd Bethany Bailey & Jack Young 3rd Ben Smith
8 – 10 years 1st Joe Smith 2nd Bradley Boggie

BUGGY RACE
1st Betty Palmer 2nd Roy Clarke

WHEELBARROW RACE

1st Rowan Taylor 2nd Will Taylor 3rd Richard Radcliffe
Four Fruit Scones
1st Michelle Haw 2nd Sheila Roberts 3rd Emma Jennings
Quiche Lorraine
1st Brenda Downey 2nd Elaine Riley 3rd Emma Domar
Too-Good-to-Miss Carrot Traybake

1st Racheal Copping & Chris Reed

1st Elaine Riley 2nd Russell White (thanks to Hannah!)
3rd Glenda Preece

2nd Chrissie Warden & Nick Osbourne

CHILDREN’S CATEGORY

3rd Andrew Spong & Simon Spong

Meringues

CYCLING

1st Lottie White 2nd Scarlet/Harvey Newsam 3rd Emily
Goodchild

Under 16s 1st Alister Carver 2nd Evan Miller 3rd Danny Baxter

SPONGE & BUCKET RACE
Girls 1st Lydia Smith 2nd Leah Markwell 3rd Lola Harris
Boys 1st Danny Baxter 2nd Jack Cummins 3rd Tom Holloway

TUG-OF-WAR
1st The Bears 2nd Manarm

FUN RUN
Under 12s
Girls 1st Francesca Spong 2nd Lydia Smith 3rd Victoria
Gannon

Chocolate Chip Brownies
1st Eve White
Flowers in a Jar
1st Abbie Bailey 2nd Phoebe Fallon 3rd Annabelle Riley
Garden on a Plate
1st Phoebe Fallon 2nd Abbie Bailey

BEST DRESSED SPADE
1st Annie Radcliffe 2nd Late Entry: No name given

Boys 1st Nigel Hensby 2nd Nick Threadgold 3rd Dan Cross

FRUIT & VEGETABLES

Under 16s

Basket of Fruit & Veg 1st Tim Wilding 2nd Clive Hall

Girls 1st Aimee Cooper

Four Potatoes 1st Clive Hall 2nd F. Graham

Boys 1st Chris Threadgold 2nd Sam Clarke 3rd Lewis Dann

Four Broad Beans 1st Clive Hall 2nd Peachey

RUNNING RACES

Joint 3rd F. Preece & R. Graham

Girls 1st Katie Lee 2nd Mollie Horley 3rd Chelsea Cross

Four Radishes 1st G. Hawes

Boys 1st Dylan Hermance 2nd Thomas Waters 3rd Logan
Okasinski

Four Carrots 1st Clive Hall 2nd R. Graham 3rd G. Hawes

Under 12s
Girls 1st Sharna Palmer 2nd Francesca Spong 3rd Dotti
Reeves
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Rhubarb 1st Clive Hall 2nd Fred Preece 3rd R. Haw
Mixed Soft Fruit 1st Jeanette Goodchild 2nd Clive Hall
3rd Fred Preece

FUN DOG SHOW

A parade of Isleham’s finest pooches

Best Puppy Bongo
Veteran Dudley
Crossbreed Abby
Pedigree Rossie
Short coat Bracken
Long/rough coat Buster
Rescue Roo
Waggy Tail Brady
Dog with a Difference
Poppy
Mr & Mrs Isleham
Apple Jack & Becky
Best Trick Rossie
Pretty Bitch Poppet
Handsome Dog Bentley
Judge would most like to
take home Dudley
Best in Show Dudley

FLOWERS

Year 4 1st Angharad Bell 2nd Leigh Richardson
Commended Evie Luker Kallum Mullhall Amber
Coverdale

Photo: Vernon Place

World Cup Arrangement 1st Elaine Riley
Vase of Garden Flowers 1st Glenda Preece 2nd Eve
Graham 3rd George Hawes

Year 5 1st Oliver Goodchild 2nd Leah Markwell
Commended Jack Cummins Ethan Leeson Thomas
French Natasha Malkin

Sweet Peas 1st Jeanette Goodchild 2nd Ethan Leeson
3rd George Hawes

Year 6 1st Kirstee Delaney 2nd Dion Badcock
Commended Ted Millar Leilah Osman Caleb Long
Helena Grant

Vase of Herbs 1st Clive Hall Joint 2nd Emily Radcliffe &
E. Graham 3rd Jessica How
Single Stem Rose 1st Kea Haw 2nd Maureen Aves 3rd
Glenda Preece

CHILDREN’S HANDWRITING COMPETITION

BEST IN SHOW

Reception Winners Alexander Goodchild & Anna Palmer
Highly Commended Christian Dunham & Elizabeth
Acheson

Fruit & Vegetables Jeanette Goodchild - Soft Fruit
Flowers Glenda Preece - Garden Flowers

Year 1 Winners George Wells & Ruth Taylor
Highly Commended Tom Bercovici & Lydia Cowling

Baking Sheila Roberts - Wholemeal Rolls
Children’s Section Phoebe Fallon - Garden on a Plate

Year 2 Winners Ben Ruddock & Chloe Boneham
Highly Commended Paul Carroll & Kim Cruickshank

CHILDREN’S ART COMPETITION

Year 3 Winners Charlie Cummins & Eve White
Highly Commended Joseph Boneham & Niamh Gilbert

Pre School 1st Logan Okasinski 2nd Janice Hickman 3rd
Joshua Bruyneel Commended Harry Smith Caitlin Brame
Jack Harrison Anissa Baines

Year 4 Winners Phillip Boughton-Fox & Angharad Bell
Highly Commended Jordan Tuffs & Matilda Thompson
Year 5 Winners Jacob Blay & Lydia Smith
Highly Commended Thomas French & Becky Todd

Reception 1st Eleanor Stamp-Dod 2nd Hayden Brame
Commended Jack Palmer Elizabeth Acheson Mitchell
Brame Owen Jones Jacob Vosseler

Year 6 Winners Matthew Heavens & Letecia Martin
Highly Commended Callum Hill & Emily May

Year 1 1st Su-Lin Mulgrew 2nd Finlay Welsh Commended
Ben Smith Harry Royston Jayden Rattle Ines Borley Ella
Cummins

Want to Get Involved?

Year 2 1st Annabelle Riley 2nd Carmen Yeung
Commended Ellis Bowers Macie Hill Ben Ruddock Jacob
Robinson

The Gala Committee is looking for new members.
Contact Fred Preece on 01638 780734
or come along to the next meeting on
Monday 18th October at the Griffin, 8pm

Year 3 1st Joseph Boneham 2nd Adam Fowler
Commended Lottie Stamp-Dod Imogen Leeson Beth
Buchan Molly Lansdale Daniel May
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All photos courtesy of Vernon Place and
available to purchase from the Post Office.
Above: The Wheelbarrow Racers about to
cross the line.
Left: Isleham Swimming Pool’s ‘Old Fashioned
Seaside’ float won second prize.

photographer, Vernon Place, who sponsors the Baby
Show. The winner of the girls’ section was Sophie Imrie
and of the boys’, Adam Guest.

continued from page 1
All three girls live in the village. The selection was carried out
by the School PTA this year, and entrants had to describe
their favourite things, changes they would make in the
village, and design a float for Gala Day.

The Running and Cycling races took place under the
guidance of Mark Goldsack. The Electric Buggy Race
was contested by Betty Palmer and Roy Clarke. I do
not know if Betty was holding hands with Roy or holding
him back! Betty crossed the line first: congratulations.

The Float winner was the Isleham Under 5s with ‘Once
Upon a Time – Dreams Come True’. Isleham Swimming Pool
Association were second with an ‘Old Fashioned Seaside’
and third were the Cubs as the ‘Railway Children’. The
W.I. with the ‘W.I.zard of Oz’ and the Football Club with
‘The World Cup’ made up the entries.

The local boys ‘The Bears’ had no takers at first in the
Tug-of-War, but managed to find a team to pull against
them. The Bears won again with the best of three pulls
against ‘Manarm’. They have been the winners for the
past three years.

The Competition Marquee attracted good entries,
although the Fruit and Veg section was smaller this year
– perhaps down to the cold winter and dry spring and
summer. The Home Bakery had some lovely looking loaves,
and the ‘Too Good to Miss Carrot Traybake’ looked just
that as Elaine Bailey took first prize.

Refreshments in the Village Hall were provided by
Newmarket and District ‘Youth for Christ’; a good
spread and reasonably priced.
The Art and Handwriting competitions were also
displayed in the Hall. Thanks to Pauline and Bryan
Wynne for sponsoring the Art Competition. The School
Band played in the Hall during the afternoon and put
on a very professional performance.

The Dog Show was well attended; thanks to Jackie Riley
for organising this, and thanks to the owners for looking
after their dogs on the field.
The Small Ring held the Baby Show, Mini Mr & Miss Isleham
and the Fancy dress. Thanks to the Judges and our

The Isleham Community Association ran their three day
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Summer Festival events on Thursday, Friday and Saturday
night, and although this was a separate event, it did
complement the Gala.
The Gala Committee would like to thank the many local
companies and individuals who donate their time and
sponsorship to the Gala, this year and in previous years.
The Gala would not take place without this continuous
support. Thanks also to the helpers on the day, who set up
and take down the field layout. They do a wonderful job,
however we do need another six people for this next year.
Our announcer David Sennit did a very good job, and his
interviews with stall holders was an excellent idea.
We would also like to thank the Parish Council for the use
of the field and Hall and their support.
We do not aim to make a profit from Gala Day, indeed
this year we made a small loss. The day provides an
opportunity for local groups to promote themselves and

All photos
courtesy of
Vernon Place
and available
to purchase
from the Post
Office.
Above: A
welcome
soaking for the
girls? It’s all in a
good cause...
Right: Buggy
race winner
and runner up
Betty Palmer
and Roy Clarke
in a friendly
race to the
finish.
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to raise money for their funds.
Photographs on the day were taken by Vernon Place,
and a comprehensive display is in the Post Office window.
These may be ordered and purchased.
The Gala Committee is forever changing, although a few
stalwarts seem to remain forever. However Margaret,
our Treasurer, Jim and Jenny who run the Grand Draw,
and myself, have all indicated that we intend to stand
down at this year’s AGM to be held at The Griffin at 8pm
on Monday 18th October. So we do need new blood,
or the Gala may not take place. Come and join us. We
meet monthly from January to July, usually on the 3rd
Monday of the month; the meeting lasts about an hour
and a half. Contact me on 780734 if you are interested.
I do hope everybody who attended the Gala had an
enjoyable day. We appreciate your support.
Fred Preece, Chair

OPEN FARM SUNDAY 2010

at Fenrose Farm Isleham

Ian Shooter from Isleham tries
his hand at Pig Agility

What is Open Farm Sunday?

O

Above right: children are fascinated by the results of their pond dipping with Alaistair Burn of
Natural England. Top right: Tractor and Trailer Rides proved a popular attraction

pen Farm Sunday is one day during June when over
400 farms throughout the UK open their farm gates
to the public. It gives the public an opportunity
to visit ALL types of farms and find out how our food is
produced from the beginning to the end product whilst
also finding out how the countryside around us is cared
for by the Farmer. It also gives the Farmer the opportunity
to explain how and why they farm.
Our fourth year opening our gates to the public on OPEN
FARM SUNDAY was a great success with a record number
of visitors – over 600. The weather was just perfect.
During the afternoon, our visitors enjoyed walking around
the farm yard looking at our pigs – piglets, sows and boars.
They were able to have a go at moving a pig in the ‘Pig
Agility’ Competition and the four fastest winners (course
completed between 31 and 49 seconds) won vouchers
generously donated by Anglia Quality Meat, a Marketing
Company. As they were so close to one of our Saddleback
Gilts, they could also enter the ‘Guess the Weight of the
Pig’ Competition also winning vouchers kindly donated
by ABNA who supply our pig feed. The weight of the Gilt
was 115.5kg.
The Connemara Mares and their foals, Twoish with
Charlie and Caitie with Shadow, were next on the walk.
Both foals were born in March of this year. Next to them
were some Hereford Heifers and one of our Hereford Bulls.
As usual we had a good display of farm machinery new
and old. A vintage John Deere tractor was part of the
display which was kindly loaned by a local farmer and a
new John Deere tractor and sprayer joined the display
from our friends and arable farmers Philip and Michelle
Boon from Fordham.
For the first time we were able to take our visitors on a
Tractor and Trailer Ride alongside the Main Wash and

through our field of Hereford Cattle which have calves on
them this time of the year. Whilst travelling, people were
told about our cattle and the Environmental Stewardship
Scheme the Washes (Little and Main Wash) are in and how
we manage them for the wildlife and environment. This trip
proved a great success, so successful we couldn’t keep
up with demand. Once people had been taken through
the Cattle they were given the opportunity to get off the
Trailer at the Main Wash and Pond Dip with Alastair Burn.
Alastair lives in the village, and works for Natural England.
Alastair has a lot of knowledge about the Washes as he has
studied them for many years. We work closely with Natural
England as part of the Stewardship Scheme for the Washes.
After a busy and informative visit to the Farm Yard, our
visitors were able to relax in the sunshine for refreshments
and enjoy one of our own burgers or hotdogs, homemade
cake, tea and coffee or an ice cream.
The ICA (Isleham Community Association – raising funds
for the new Community Centre) held their Duck Race
on the River Lark. You can see the total they raised from
the Duck Race on their website: www.islehamca.co.uk.
Also, we were able to donate £450 to the East Anglian Air
Ambulance from money raised from the competitions and
the refreshments.
We hope everyone enjoyed their afternoon and learnt
something about modern day farming methods. We would
also like to take this opportunity to THANK everyone who
helped us before the day, on the day, and after the day.
We certainly couldn’t hold such a successful Open Farm
Sunday without you all. Thank you very much. See you
next year on Sunday 12 June 2011. n
The Thompson Family
Photos courtesy of Vernon Place, Michelle Boon
and Deborah Thompson.
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Is your Voluntary Organisation
Looking for Funding?

D

id you know that East Cambs Community Fund
makes grants to not-for-profit voluntary or community
organisations in East Cambridgeshire? Groups
can apply for 70% of their projects’ costs (revenue only)
up to a maximum grant of £1,500 – your group must find
the remaining amount from other sources. Projects must
be working in one or more of the council’s priority areas,
which are:
* Young People
* Older People

Proper DISCO
(Est. 1998)

* Rural Communities
* People with Disabilities

Old and New, Lively or Blue
Album Tracks and
Obscure Singles
Hear them all with

Who can apply?
Applicants must:
* Be a non-profit group or organisation based in East Cambs

Johnny’s Jingles

* Have a written constitution and mission statement
* Have an elected committee

Music for all occasions
Unbeatable prices
Tel 01638 780605
Mobile 07951 224237

* Have their own bank account with a requirement for
2 signatures for any cheques written/payments made.
* Be able to provide an up to date copy of their accounts
and any relevant protection policies.
* Be a member of Voluntary and Community Action East
Cambridgeshire.
To apply or for more information please contact
Daniel Schumann (Active Communities Officer) at East
Cambridgeshire District Council on 01353 616 377 or email
daniel.schumann@eastcambs.gov.uk

Burwell Badminton Club
Burwell Badminton Club has space for new members keen
to improve their game in a sociable environment.
Badminton is a fun way to keep fit all year round, and we’re
a friendly club, operating a choice of annual membership
or ‘pay as you play’.
If you thrive on a little competition, we also play teams in
the Newmarket League.
The winter season starts on 7th September and practice
is held on Tuesday evenings from 8pm at Burwell Sports
Centre.
For more information, contact
Chris Jennings, 01638 781002 or
chrisajennings@hotmail.com.
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For a friendly and professional approach
•
•
•
•

Domestic & Commercial Property
Family & Matrimonial Matters
Wills, Probate, Trusts & Tax
Company & Employment Law

2 Three Cups Walk, Fore Hill, Ely Cambs CB7 4AN
Tel: (01353) 666075   Fax: (01353) 666162  
Email: info@pbw.uk.com
Also at: 4b Church Street, Isleham, Cambs CB7 5RX
Tel: (01638) 780170   Fax: (01638) 780190
P B & W Solicitors LLP is a Limited Liability Partnership, trading as
Pooley Bendall & Watson Solicitors.

Mildenhall Monumentals
We offer a sympathetic, understanding service
creating unique memorials made carefully by
qualified fine artists and craftsmen
with over 30 years’ experience.
A D D I T I O N A L I N S C R I PTIONS
C R E M AT I O N P L A Q UES
C L E A N I N G A N D R E S TORATION
GRA N I T E A N D N AT U R A L S TONE BENCHES
GA R D E N O RNAMENTS, WATER FEATURES, HOUSE PLAQUES, SUNDIAL S . . .

For our free brochure call:

01638 715525
www.mildenhallmonumentals.co.uk
Southgate Avenue, Mildenhall IP28 7AT
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Friends of Isleham Nature Reserves

The group about to set off
on their guided walk in July

T

he group is now fully formed and has held the first
three meetings. In that time we’ve established our
aims, constitution, committee members, agreed
the management plan for the Local Nature Reserve
and started organising and planning events.
The group is all about enthusing the local community
about nature in Isleham across all the local areas
which are important for wildlife, including organising
events and also managing the Local Nature Reserve.
We’re always looking for new
members so do get in touch
or turn up at a meeting if you
would like to be involved.
Thanks to everyone who
supported the guided walk on
5th July, learning about the
wildflowers and creepy crawlies
of the Local Nature Reserve; we
hope you enjoyed it.

Come and join us for family activities including bug
hunting, natural arts & crafts and seed gathering.
Bring your own picnic and appropriate footwear for
the countryside.
For any enquiries to do with the Friends Group or the
Local Nature Reserve please contact Charlotte Lowry,
Greenspace & Community Officer at Cambridgeshire
County Council, 01223 715557 or charlotte.lowry@
cambridgeshire.gov.uk. n

Dates for your diary...
Monday 16th August 7.30pm,
Friends of Isleham Nature
Reserves meeting: meet at the
Local Nature Reserve car park.
Saturday 21st August 2pm – 5pm,
Family Fun at the Local Nature
Reserve.
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Parish Council News
The following are the abbreviated and incomplete versions
of the IPC minutes for the May and June 2010 meetings. Full
minutes are available from the IPC and on the Isleham Village
Website at www.isleham-village.co.uk/pcminutes.html.

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
MONDAY 10TH MAY 2010
Present Cllrs Neal, Hobbs, Malkin, Beckett, R. Thompson,
H. Thompson, Carter, Garbett, Wilkes
Clerk: Bayliss, two Parishioners, Inspector Andy Bartlett
Apologies for absence Cllrs Baines, Earl, CC Palmer,
CC Powley
Cllr Beckett was elected as Chairman for the year, and
Cllr Carter as Vice-Chairman
OPEN FORUM
Mr Sheldrick commented that the mat used on the Rec
is in need of repair.
It was resolved that working parties remain for the
forthcoming year, with the addition of Cllr R. Thompson,
Cllr Malkin and Mrs G. Preece to the Parish Plan Working
Party.
Cllr Beckett is appointed to the Lady Maynard’s and
Others Charity for the next 4 years.
POLICE MATTERS
Inspector Bartley addressed the meeting about the
recent incident on the Rec, and also gave a report on
various initiatives taking place in East Cambs.
ISLEHAM PRE-SCHOOL
It would be possible to give the pre-school a grant. This
will be considered at the budget meeting in September.
ISLEHAM PRIMARY SCHOOL
SATS testing will take place in the school this year.
ICA
New quotes will be sought for the remainder of the
community centre project when the DWG drawings
are received from the Johns Practice.
RECREATION GROUND MATTERS
The Cricket Club has informed the Council that the
scoreboard has been interfered with and fuses
removed. The Council will look into this.
The memorial bench for Mr Humphries will be placed
on the Rec on a concrete slab.
CEMETERY & CHURCHYARD MATTERS
Further complaints have been received about the
number of vases allowed on each headstone and the
removal of items from the graves. It was resolved that
a limit will not be set on the number of vases, but they
must be limited to the marble/concrete plinth at the
head of the gravestone.
PARISH PLAN
Positive feedback was given by the Local Strategic
Partnership when this was presented, including the
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news that the Fenland Flier has been reprieved until
September 2011.
CCC Newt Survey is being carried out on Isleham Pond.
ECDC will carry out tree works at 5 Robins Close.
Work on the runway at RAF Lakenheath mid-May –
mid-June may result in increased air traffic over Isleham.
It was agreed that the Dunstall Apprentice Grant be
awarded to Aaron Drayton.
HIGHWAYS/FOOTPATHS
A complaint made about the grass cutting on Waterside
will be passed on to the contractor.
A memorial bench for Mr and Mrs Brown will be placed
either on the Rec or on the grass verge opposite the
school.
ALLOTMENT MATTERS
A meeting of the Allotment working party and allotment
holders was held on 28th April. It was agreed that a
society be formed open to allotment holders from all
sites. The fee is £5 per member.
A complaint has been made by a tenant on Lady
Maynard’s allotment about dog fouling.
The problem of rabbits on this site is the responsibility of
the tenants not the landowner.
PLANNING MATTERS
Two storey side extension at 46 East Fen Rd has been
approved.
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
MONDAY 7TH JUNE 2010
Present Cllrs Beckett, Carter, Neal, Garbett, Earl, H.
Thompson, R. Thompson, Wilkes.
Clerk Bayliss, ten parishioners, CC Palmer, Oliver Cook
and Stephen Conrad
Apologies for absence Cllrs Hobbs, CC Powley
OPEN FORUM
Mr Ray Sheldrick raised the matter of rubbish left in the
car park at the rec.
Mr Cook and Mr Conrad addressed the meeting re the
possibility of building affordable housing on the Three
Tree allotment site on Beck Road. This is currently leased
by the PC from the County.
ICA
A meeting of the ICA Management Committee was
held on 1st June. It was agreed that Ian Thorburn, Tim
Washtell, Mark Goldsack and Diane Bayliss be
nominated as Trustees for the new Centre.
RECREATION GROUND MATTERS
It was agreed that Wicken Cricket Club be allowed to
use the cricket pitch for three matches during the
summer. Fees will be split between Isleham Cricket
Club and the PC.
A meeting attended by 12 young people and 5 parents
was held on 26th May at the Village Hall to discuss the
possibility of having a skate park in the village. Before
they begin fundraising they need to know a site would
be available.

A letter has been received from the Youth Football
Club asking if they might have extra keys cut to the
Fordham Road gate. It was agreed this would be
allowed.
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PARISH PLAN
The Parish Plan will be presented to the Neighbourhood
Panel on 30th June by the Clerk and Cllr Wilkes.
COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ REPORT
The County Councillor reported that considerable
discussion is taking place re: Primary School provision in
the Fordham/Soham villages.
Temporary extra
classrooms are to be provided at Fordham and
Weatheralls Primary Schools.
It was agreed that the PC underwrite the £26,000 match
funding required by WREN in order to qualify for the
grant to carry out the work on the new AWSA.
HIGHWAYS/FOOTPATH MATTERS
As a result of soil erosion the studs from the old water
pump on Coates Drove are reappearing – refer to
Highways.
It was agreed the PC request a footpath on Fordham
Rd from the affordable housing development to 3
Fordham Rd.
ALLOTMENT MATTERS
It was agreed the Allotment Association may hold a
BBQ on the Three Tree Allotment site.
ADAS have rented 70 rods on Three Tree Allotment for
one year only.
It was agreed to establish a working party to discuss the
possibility of affordable housing on Three Tree Allotment.

MONKHOUSE

WASH MATTERS
A vole survey will be carried out on the River Lark by
Suffolk Wildlife Trust.

Carpentry Services Ltd.

Carpentry & Building

PLANNING MATTERS
Erection of one and one half storey dwelling,
demolishing of existing outbuildings at 17 West Street,
Isleham for Mr M Spiers - The Council object to the
above application on the grounds that it would be
overdevelopment of the site; the proximity to the
neighbouring properties; have a negative impact on
the street scene and have concerns about access
onto the highway.
Front and side single extension at 7 Malting Lane,
Isleham for Mr Ian Granby – The Council is concerned
about the proximity to the neighbour’s fence.
Proposed two storey rear extension along with covered
porch to side at Field Farmhouse, 1 Temple Road,
Isleham for Mr and Mrs Connor.
Proposed re-development for a four bedroom house
and separate garage at 31 Waterside, Isleham for Mr B
T King - The Council would like the roofline to be no
higher than that of the neighbouring properties so that
it remains in keeping with the street scene.
Replacement of existing bungalow with two storey
dwelling at 10 East Fen Road, Isleham for Mr G Bruyneel
- The Council feel that this proposal is an improvement

City & Guilds Qualified
Free Advice & Quotations

For all carpentry and building work

Kitchens
Windows & Doors
Extensions
Restoration
General Maintenance
For a professional & reliable service
Darrell Monkhouse
5 East Road, Isleham
Tel: 01638 780798 Mobile: 07808 569617

continued overleaf
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on the previous design and more in keeping with No. 8
East Fen Road but overall consider that the building is still
too big and imposing on the surrounding area.
First floor rear extension at 83 The Causeway, Isleham for
Mr Earl.
Proposed erection of single storey side extensions, two
storey rear extension, roof extension, front porch and
chimney stack at Chalk Farm, Temple Road, Isleham for SP
Landscapes.
Replacement of asbestos roof to garage with double
pitched tiled roof which includes small gable on garden
side to allow for clock or sundial at 2 Bowers Lane, Isleham
for Mr M Kyte.
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
MONDAY 21ST JUNE 2010
Present Cllrs Beckett, Neal, Carter, Earl, Baines, Malkin, H.
Thompson, Wilkes, R. Thompson.
Clerk Bayliss, one parishioner
Apologies for absence Cllr. Garbett, CC Powley
OPEN FORUM
Three ‘chillers’ have been dumped by the wood on Station
Rd; this will be reported to the County Council. Rubble has
been dumped on Common Gate Drove – this will be
reported to the District Council.
RECREATION GROUND MATTERS
The Chair and Clerk met with members of the ICA
committee last week to discuss the possibility of a skate

park on the rec. as part of the Community Centre
project. Although it is likely that room can be found
behind the new AWSA, this needs to be discussed
with members of the football clubs before any
decision can be made.
ALLOTMENT MATTERS
The C.C. have asked if a moratorium can be put on
any further lettings on Three Tree Allotments whilst
discussions take place about the possible use of the
site for affordable housing. It was agreed the PC
does not put a moratorium on any further lettings on
the Dunstall allotments.
HIGHWAY MATTERS
The Prickwillow Road, Isleham will be closed for 3
days from 28th June.
PLANNING MATTERS
Construction of a single detached dwelling and
garage on land at rear of 28 Hall Barn Road for Mr
Smalley – no objection.
Proposed two storey rear extension at 38 Station
Road, Isleham for Mr. J. Woollard – no objection.
Single storey side extension with mezzanine at 15
Church Lane for Mr and Mrs Smith – no objection.
Erection of one and a half storey dwelling,
demolishing of existing outbuildings at 17 West Street
for Mr. M. Spiers – noted. n

Angelina Cottage
Comfortable en-suite rooms with a
warm welcome and a hearty breakfast
of home grown local produce.
Plenty of off street parking and
within easy reach of
Newmarket.
		
Please visit us at
www.angelinacottage.
com or check availability
by calling 01638 720077

Bed and Breakfast Fordham
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Plumbing, Heating & Drain Services
BLOCKED DRAINS CLEARED
• Gas Boiler Service & Maintenance
• Power Flushing to Heating Systems
• Home Buyers’ CCTV Drain and
Plumbing Surveys
• All Plumbing & Heating Repairs
and Alterations
• All Work Guaranteed
TEL: 01638 742873
MOBILE: 07932 773515
7 Ness Road, Burwell
Cambridge, Cb25 0aa

• Intruder alarm systems
• Gate automation
• Closed circuit tv
• Access control
• Dda door automation
• Traffic barriers
• Smoke screen systems
Unit 8 Hall Barn Industrial Estate • Hall Barn Road
Isleham • Cambridgeshire • CB7 5RJ
Tel: 01638 781799 • Fax: 01638 781768
Email: sales@aztekservices.co.uk
Website: www.aztekservices.co.uk
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joyce’s corner
2010
So far it’s been a funny year
With volcanic ash and the like.
Then we had an election
And a British Airways strike.
Now ‘Her Maj’ she wants more money,
With only £290 million, poor soul.
She should have wed a commoner
Then she could draw the dole.
The oil leak out near Mexico
Is bad for those who tour.
The Yanks will surely put it right
Just like they won the war.
The earthquake out in Haiti
Left nothing but trouble and strife.
And the tragic news from Cumbria
With the awful loss of life.
It’s like “SpringWatch” down here lately,
With peacocks, hares and deer.
Even a moth eaten ginger tom
Most evenings will appear.
I love watching the wild birds
Much better than the ‘soaps’.
I’m more content reading a book
And watching cricket with high hopes.
Joyce Drayton

Question: What’s this?

Answer: It’s the new IPC Noticeboard at the corner of
Church Street and Pound Lane
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Isleham School PTA

Women’s Institute

For our June meeting we went
to Eve Graham’s home for a
Garden Party. True to form, the
British weather was unreliable,
and instead of enjoying an
evening in Eve’s garden,
we were entertained indoors. However, there
were competitions – bowls, hoopla, noughts and
crosses and a treasure hunt; the food and drink
were provided by members and we spent a very
pleasant evening. Thanks to Eve and Ray.
Our float in the Gala this year was ‘Isleham W.I.zard
of Oz’. Members who took part had a very enjoyable
afternoon – the sun shone and the procession led
by the Glen Morrison Pipe Band was great fun.
In July we were visited by Alison Horsley of the East
Anglian Air Ambulance. The charity is independent
of Government and National Lottery funding and is
entirely dependent on fund-raising and donations.
To keep its two air ambulances in the air and provide
the advanced medical equipment they carry,
over £3 million has to be raised. This year they are
celebrating their 10th anniversary and Alison told
us of some of the initiatives that will happen during
the year. For further information see website www.
eastanglianairambulance.org.uk.
At the end of June, 30 members and friends visited
Norwich for a morning’s shopping and an afternoon
at Norwich theatre to watch “Calendar Girls”. An
excellent day, enjoyed by all.
Our August meeting is on Thursday 12th August
at 7.30pm, when Paula Dolan is going to talk to
us about her career in hairdressing. Anyone who
would like to come along will be very welcome.
Glenda Preece 01638 780734; gjpreece@aol.com

Anglia

Gas & Electrical
Services

P.T.A

We are pleased to welcome the new parents
of children starting Isleham Primary School
in September. Everyone with children at the
school automatically becomes a member of
the PTA, and some have already agreed to
occasionally help with fundraising events and
activities which pay for 'extras' such as the visiting
author Andrew Cope in June. It's a great way to
meet like-minded people, particularly if you're
new to the village.
Contact Alison Oliver 781232 or alison.oliver7@
virginmedia.com or via the School Office if you'd
like to be involved.
Dates for your Diary
Thursday 9th September – PTA Committee
Meeting. First meeting of the new school year;
we will be planning fundraising events and
deciding how to spend the cash. All welcome.
Tuesday 21st September – Annual General
Meeting with Refreshments. Come and meet
other parents, all welcome. 7.30pm in School Hall.
Friday 19th November – The ever popular
Christmas Fair with visit from Santa, BBQ, games,
crafts and gifts. From 6.30pm at School.
Emma Jennings PTA Chair 01638 781002 or
emma_jennings@hotmail.com

lsleham Holistic Therapies

Remedial Deep Tissue Treatment and
Mobilisation
for sports injuries, back and neck pain,
chronic joint and muscle problems

No. 150846

Sales • Service • Repairs • Installations
Natural Gas/LPG Gas Boiler/Central Heating Systems
NG/LPG Gas Appliances/Dual Fuel Appliances
NG/LPG Landlord Safety Checks
NG/LPG Residential Park Homes/Caravans
Electrical Appliances/Portable Appliances Testing
Essential Electrical/Plumbing Maintenance

Contact: Jim Perry
		
		

ISLEHAM
P.T.A

The PTA Midsummer Party
and Auction of Promises
held at the Bowls Club
was another great night
out and we raised almost
£1,000! Thanks to everyone
who supported the event.

Aromatherapy Treatments and Massage

for headaches, insomnia, sinuses and relaxation

Sally Norrington-Stacey (L.C.S.P.)
Qualified and insured with 21years’ experience.
For more information without obligation,
please phone 01638 780023.

Phone/fax: 01638 741432
Mobile 07768 856456
email: jimperry@ntlworld.com
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Watch Out!
Neighbourhood Speedwatch are about...
a few hours a month on a regular basis, please
call me on 01638 577077 or 0777 026 7252 or e-mail
josephpattison@btinternet.com.
There is no doubt that if the Neighbourhood
Speedwatch Team have managed to save someone
or their pets from being injured or killed due to
excessive speed in our villages, it will be worth the
effort.
Joseph Pattison

Have you noticed the unusual sight of portable speed
recording equipment in the village over the past few
months?
The Neighbourhood Speedwatch Team are part of
a new initiative operating in Soham and surrounding
villages. Supported by Cambs Police and Speedwatch,
the Team receives equipment and support for regular
speed checks, identifying vehicles speeding in 30 mph
zones and persuading them to slow down.
If a pedestrian is hit at 30 mph, they have an 80% chance
of survival. At 40 mph, their chance of survival is just 20%.
Concerned about speeding traffic on roads used by
their children, some Isleham parents have volunteered
to carry out the checks.
Motorists caught speeding by Speedwatch receive no fine
or licence endorsement but Police send warning letters
to all motorists caught driving at 37 mph or more, and
excessive speeders or regular offenders are monitored.
Police follow-up poor results in a particular area by carrying
out their own speed checks where those caught risk a
fine and endorsement points.
Results show that Isleham has one of the worst records for
speeding locally, with almost one in four motorists breaking
the limit. Drivers entering the village along Fordham Road
are most likely to speed – some have been caught driving
at over 50 mph as they enter the village.
Over half of speeders in Isleham are from the village or
surrounding areas.
Encouragingly, the Team are making a difference. Not
only are results gradually improving, drivers do slow down
when they see us and we hope that they get into the
habit of driving slowly through our villages.
We welcome additional volunteers to carry out checks in
local villages, and full training on the use of the equipment
is given. If you would like to find out more or can spare
20

Karen’s
Grooming
All your pet’s
grooming requirements
on your doorstep

%

01638 781791
07803 548573
07835 813027

INFORMATION
Thursday bus from Isleham to Ely Market
Circular route: 9:15am Limestone Close – Malting
Lane – Beck Road – The Causeway – East Road –
Sun Street – Church Street – West Street – Hall Barn
Road – Fordham Road – arrive Ely 10:00am; Return
12:00 noon.
Fares: Adult Bus Pass Holders £2.50 Return
Adults £5 Return
Our buses are accessible to all, however to
improve customer service, wheelchair users and
those with small children requiring booster seats
are advised to contact Ely/Soham Dial-a-Ride in
advance: Ely Soham Dial-a-Ride 01353 661161
This service is financially supported by Isleham
Parish Council.
Mobile Library
Stops alternate Thursdays. For more information phone
08450 455 225.
Stop
Arrive Depart
Church Street
10:25 12:05
Beck Road (near Malting Lane)
12:10 13:05
Mill Street (corner of Limestone Close) 14:15 16:00
Child Health Clinic
Soham Child and Family Team Child Health Clinic will
be in Isleham Village Hall with the Tea & Toast group
on the second and fourth Thursdays every month from
10–11am. For more information phone Naomi Greener
on 01353 624411.
Useful phone numbers
Emergency for Police, Fire, Ambulance . . . . . . . 999
Police (Cambridgeshire) . . . . . . . . . . . . 0845 4564564
Accident & Casualty (Addenbrooke’s)
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 01223 217118
Addenbrooke’s Hospital (Cambridge) 01223 245151
Newmarket Hospital . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 01638 665111
West Suffolk Hospital (Bury St Edmunds)
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 01284 713000
Staploe Medical Centre (Soham)
- Appointments . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 01353 624121
- Prescriptions & Dispensary . . . . . . . . . 01353 624122
- Enquiries, Home Visits, Emergencies 01353 624123
Minor Treatment Centre, Ely . . . . . . . . . 01353 652162
NHS Direct (for advice) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0845 4647
Electricity Emergencies . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0800 7838838
Gas Emergencies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0800 371787
Water & Sewage Emergencies . . . . . . . 0345 145145
Social Services - office hours. . . . . . . . . 01733 561370
- out of hours emergency . . . . . . . . . . 01733 561370
Refuse Collection . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 01353 863864
RSPCA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0870 5555999
Citizens Advice Bureau . . . . . . . . . . . . 0845 130 6442
Ely 0845 130 6442
Mildenhall 01638 712094
Newmarket 01638 665999
District Councillor (Derrick Beckett) . . . 01638 780476
Isleham Village Hall (Jeanette Malkin) 01638 780283
Parish Council (Diane Bayliss: Clerk) . . 01638 781687
Member of Parliament (Jim Paice) . . . 01954 211450

Lyn Kiernan and her team extend
a warm welcome to you at their
NEW UNISEX HAIR SALON

HAIR 2000

Ladies’, gentlemen’s and children’s hairstylists
• Established in Cambridge for 30 years!
• Competitive prices
• Experienced stylists
• OAP special rates on Mondays and Tuesdays
• We offer a wide range of perms, colours,
hi-lights, low-lights, cutting and styling
• Cut & blow-dry from £23.50; perms from £35

Call in and see us at
4 Church Street, Isleham
or phone 01638 780800
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Evacuation to Isleham - the Early Days
packed with dainties. The teachers organised open
air activities and conducted walks with the bigger
boys to explore the neighbourhood, Mrs Simons, Mrs
Elman and Miss Power supervising the girls and the
younger boys.”

An account by Mike Rouse
of conditions experienced by
evacuees to Isleham in 1939

T

he mass evacuation of children from London to the safe
areas of the countryside began on Friday 1st September
1939. A contemporary account of the evacuees’
‘adventures’ is preserved in the Newsletters produced by
the Jews’ Free School (JFS) and the Central School, and
excerpts are reproduced below. A bit of background on
the school: The JFS, founded in 1732, stood in the heart of
London’s East End within sound of the cries of the traders
in Petticoat Lane. In 1900 it had 4,250 pupils making it the
largest school in Europe, if not the world. The old school
was destroyed during the Blitz and the new mixed JFS is one
of London's leading schools in modern premises in Brent.
After the arrival in Isleham on 1st September where Miss
Brown and her helpers gave all the children tea, 36 boys
and Mr Zealey were put on a lorry and told they were
going to Fen Bank.
“This was a drive of a mile and a half over an exceedingly
rough road. We found that the bank was a mound about
12 feet high, built to keep back the floodwater from the
River Lark. The road, we were told, was quite impassable
in the winter. We drove along the road and at intervals
of about half a mile came to small wooden houses and
farms at which we left our boys in twos and threes. They all
received a very kindly welcome. The following days found
us riding their horses – we borrowed their cycles, fishing
rods and guns. Some also learnt to milk the cows and do
other farm jobs.
“We were spread over a distance of four miles, but managed
to meet together each morning and evening to relate our
happenings. The school was situated at the end of the bank
– too far for some boys to walk in winter. It was therefore
decided to transfer them to the village, but most of them
were taken to school. We were all very sorry to have to say
farewell to the kindly people at the Fen Bank – so short a
stay, but such happy memories. Needless to say we have
returned to visit them and shall continue to do so until the
weather makes it impossible. And we definitely never will
forget the hospitality we received at Fen Bank.”
Those who were left in the village itself soon found a
benefactor:
“Mr J. Power is in charge of this group. For the first fortnight
we were at a loose end; but we were lucky enough to
find a real friend in Mr Robbins, who gave us the run of a
large enclosed field for our recreation. And very good use
we made of it. On visiting days it was the scene of picnic
parties, family groups assembling and emptying baskets
22

Despite the war, as normal a routine as possible
was imposed. Schooling had to be organised and
here Mr Hodges, the Headmaster of Isleham School
and the Rev Flory, Chairman of the School Board,
arranged for the evacuees to have the school
every afternoon from 1.30 to 4.30 and lent them the
necessary materials to get started. For the mornings
Mr Hodges helped them secure the Legion Hall and
Cambridgeshire Education Committee provided
them with writing and painting materials. Attached
to the school was a manual centre and soon the
evacuees had the use of that in the afternoons.
Early in November Mr Parker brought six typewriters
and a duplicator down from London, so typing
lessons and the production of notices and circulars
was possible.
Tools and material were sent down from the JFS and
vices, tool racks and a drilling machine were set up.
All forge and heat treatment had to be done on the
kitchen range but many useful articles were made
to give to foster parents, the most popular being a
small candle stick.
Mr Hodges readily agreed to the evacuees using the
school for Saturday morning services and Hebrew
classes; they had the run of the Comrades Hall on
Saturday afternoon and they also hired it on Sundays
so the children had somewhere to go at weekends.
Inspectors from the Board of Education and London
County Council made frequent visits and Hebrew and
religious instruction continues with regular services
being held.
Country living seemed heavy on the footwear, so,
in a spirit of ‘make do and mend’ cobbling material
was sent up from London and under the instruction
of Mr Power and Mr Zealey many of the boys were
able to repair their boots.
On Armistice Day the evacuee children joined with
the village children at the war memorial and wreaths
were laid and the silence observed.
Mike Rouse, Ely 2010

Look out for the next part of the Evacuees’ story in
October’s Informer

The Isleham Society May / June
May 20th
“Eel Catching in the Fens” was the subject of Peter
Carter, the last commercial Eel Catcher in the Fens; he
must rank as one of the best speakers we have ever
had at the Society. His is related to the Wells family of
Isleham on his mother’s side; his great grandfather being
the late Joseph Wells of Elderberry Farm, Isleham Fen.
His family have been pursuing the mysterious fish, the
eel, since medieval times. But now he needs a sideline
as stocks of eels decline, and he has opened shop in
his village of Outwell where he demonstrates his use of
willow and selling the goods including eel traps, mole
traps, willow work and baskets and garden furniture.
Several people have expressed an interest in visiting
Outwell to see his workshop. NB At one time we had
several eel catchers in our village, the last one being
‘Punch’ Alfred Gammon who lived in Bowers Lane.

World War 2 as well as enjoying the garden with its
fine collection of old roses, irises and old-fashioned
and unusual herbaceous plants.
There is no meeting in August. We welcome all visitors
to our meetings – you don’t have to be a member!
Vernon Place
Chairman of the Isleham Society

WRVS Benevolent Trust
My name is Lynne Rawlings and I am a trustee of the WRVS
Benevolent Trust. As we approach our 40th anniversary,
we are keen to encourage past and present members
of the WRVS to apply for assistance and I wonder if any
Isleham residents would be eligible.

June 16th
We enjoyed glorious weather for our coach trip to
Hemingford Manor arranged by Betty Ashley. It is
reputedly the oldest continuously inhabited house in
England, built circa 1130. We were taken on a guided
tour of the house and were able to see the wonderful
patchworks made by Lucy Boston and visit the music
room where we listened to a 1930s EMG gramophone
that used to be played to members of the RAF in

This charity was set up for the benefit of people who are, or
who have been WVS or WRVS volunteers by giving one-off
grants to help with everyday life. The only requirements
are that they have volunteered for WVS or WRVS and they
are on a fairly limited income. People can apply directly
or they can ask a friend or family member to make the
application for them.

Carpentry Services

The Trust generally makes one-off payments; however
applicants may apply again in future years if they have
additional needs. Examples of grants that we have given
out recently include:
•

Washing machines

•

Cookers

•

Contribution towards roof repairs

•

Dental treatment

•

Spectacles

Established 1970

•

Help towards the cost of en electric wheelchair

For all General Carpentry
and Building Work
No Job Too Small

•

Assistance towards the cost of a stair lift

Anyone who wishes to apply for a grant should contact:
The Honorary Secretary, WRVS Benevolent Trust, 14
Wykeham Road, Guildford, Surrey, GU1 2SE

Tel: 01638 780 358
Mob: 07801 950 627

They will be sent a form, which is very simple to complete,
and all information provided is held in the strictest
confidence. We only ask for the most essential information
to enable us to assess each application, together with
two quotations for the items we are asked to fund.

Grant
34 Sun Street
Kitchens/Bathrooms
Doors/Windows
Interior. Exterior
Maintenance

The Trustees meet three times a year; however, we do
consider applications throughout the year as they are
received, so we are able to respond quickly.
Lynne Rawlings
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ICA Community Centre Update
Putting the Fun into Fundraising

T

he project continues to proceed,
albeit we have come up against the
“two steps forward, one step back”
scenario. The step backwards, beyond
our control, was the resignation of the
architect from our appointed practice.
It was therefore decided to review the
situation, and a further appointment should soon be
made. Then we can press on going out to tender a.s.a.p.
(An unofficial cost estimate received gives cause for
even more optimism for a successful outcome.)
When will I actually see something tangible with the
Centre, you ask? The first planned stage has always been
the necessary re-siting of the All Weather pitch and you
should see evidence of this before you receive the next
Informer. That will be the first tangible evidence. We
are greatly indebted to WREN for their generous grant
that will cover the vast majority of the cost.
The article on page 4 entitled ‘Rocking the Rec!’ tells
of the successful inaugural Gala Festival. What it doesn’t
mention however is the phenomenal amount of work
put in by members of the Fundraising Committee, and
others, to assure its success.
Thanks are also due to the Thursday and Saturday

evening performers. All gave their time, and allowed us
to enjoy their talents, free of charge. I am sure that all
the aforementioned would not mind me giving a special
accolade to Mark Goldsack, who absolutely worked his
socks off. Thank you Mark, and others – get a good rest
and be ready for next year!
Talking of next year, it has always been our belief that
our new Community Centre will not only be a great asset,
but will also be self-financing. Not forgetting the huge
benefit that modern and adequate changing facilities
would bring to our ever expanding sports clubs, what
about when we have a Centre that can itself stage
events such as those put on during the Festival? – albeit
with more sound protection!
Thousands of pounds would have been generated
towards its upkeep on these three nights alone, and
we would still have the rest of the year both to host a
multitude of other events and continue to add to its
income. We are convinced it will be a winner and hope
that you share our vision.
Your support, both to ICA and the Parish Council, is
essential.
Philip Aspland, ICA Chair

The Griffin
Open all day from 12noon lunchtime
throughout the week
Serving food from 12–2 plus 6–9pm
Coffee and tea available
Church Street, Isleham. Tel: 01638 780447
Pleasant garden behind pub with aviary and children’s play
equipment
Catering for business meetings, buffets, functions etc.
Restaurant seating for up to 32
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Self-Build
church:
First
Beams
cut

Photo courtesy of Vernon Place

T

he photo shows members of the High Street Church
congregation at the 6th July ceremony to mark the
cutting of the first structural beam for a huge new
timber church to be built in Isleham.
Alf and Ivy Allars, both 90 next birthday (pictured left and
centre) and Ruth Taylor aged six were the guests of honour
as they were chosen to represent the range of ages from
the congregation. Once the first beam was cut down to
size in the congregation’s own sawmill it was signed by the
three guests – their signatures were then chiselled into the
beam by Paul Hedger (pictured right) who leads both the
congregation and the building project.

a traditional East Anglian farm building, be pleasing
to the eye and blend into the local landscape,” says
Paul Hedger. “The building will take care of both the
spiritual and community needs of the people who live
around it. We estimate the build will take around three
years and we welcome all support.”
To find out more about the project or to make a
donation visit www.arkproject.org.uk. n

The beam will become part of the UK’s largest new green
oak timber-framed building in living memory. The 3,500
square metre church and community building will be
erected over the next two to three years on a greenfield
site rising from the rich soil of Isleham. Named The Ark, the
building will also be one of the largest self-build projects in
the UK. The congregation are literally building it themselves.
Led by Paul Hedger who has worked with wood for three
decades, the congregation have built and equipped their
own large sawmill, also on the outskirts of Isleham, bought
all the oak they need for the project and are now cutting
the thousand very large oak logs required for the building.
“When the machines have done their work it will be down
to men with woodworking tools to join the beams together
and create the building. When complete it will resemble
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Above: Artist’s impression of the imposing new
landmark ‘Ark’ to be built along Beck Road in Isleham.

Churches’ News

Pound Lane Free Church

Pastor: Mr Dave Hall (01638 781343 or 01638 780636, email
pastor@plfc.org.uk)
Elder: Mr. Michael Gee (01638 552805)
Every Sunday:		
Sunday worship: 11.00a.m. & 6.30p.m.
Celebration of the Lord’s Supper:
1st Sunday following evening service
3rd Sunday following morning service
A Crèche is available for babies to Yr3 during the morning
service.
Refreshments are served after the evening services,
except the first Sunday of the month.
Fellowship Lunches are served after the morning service
on the third Sunday of the month.
Kingdom Kids(3yrs – Yr 3):
10.00a.m. - 11.15a.m.
(Mrs Sandra Robertson 01638 781343)
All Stars
(Yr 4 – Yr 6):
10.00a.m. - 11.15a.m.
(Mr. John Martin 01638 781747)
9.30a.m. – 10.30a.m.
Covies (Yr 7 – early 20s):
(Mr. Steve Neale 01638 780717)
There is a hearing loop installed and signing for the
deaf is available as well as Braille songbooks. We have
a comprehensive Child Protection Policy and a CRB
check has been carried out on all children’s and young
people’s workers.
Monday:
Music Mayhem:
9.30-10.30a.m.
(Mrs Abby Martin 01638 781747
Preschool children during school term only)
A fun time for your pre-school children – action songs,
musical instruments and the ever popular “Sockeroo”.
Followed by refreshments and a time to relax with
friends whilst the children play. New members always
welcome
All Stars Fun Night:
6.45p.m. - 8.15p.m.
Wednesday:
Fellowship:		
2.15p.m.-3.15p.m.
(Mrs Sandra Rampley 01353 624733)
This caters for the more mature who are retirement age or
over. They enjoy meeting together for a Bible talk, spiritual
songs and prayer. Various fun evenings and meals are
also organized during the year. Refreshments are served
at the end and it’s a good time to catch up with friends
and all their news. New members are always welcome.
7.40p.m. - 9.00p.m.
Church Night:		
Thursday:
Coffee Morning:
10.00a.m. – 11.30a.m.
Covies Club Night:
7.00p.m .- 9.00p.m.
Friday (fortnightly in members’ homes):
10.30-11.45am (Sue Hall 01638
Women’s Meeting
780636)
Christianity Explored courses are run regularly - please
ask for dates of next course.
26

For further information on any of the above or if you
would like to speak to Pastor Dave:
Phone: 01638 781343 (Church Office)
01638 780636 (Pastor’s home)
email pastor@plfc.org.uk or secretary@plfc.org.uk
Web site: www.plfc.org.uk & www.isleham.com
Isleham Gala It was great to see so many friends at the
plfc tent on Gala Day and share what’s going on at plfc
and give out invitations to the Henry Olonga events.
Thank you if you came over to look at the displays.
As we write this we have less than two weeks until Henry
Olonga is with us – so watch out for the report on his visit
in the next Informer. If you came along to any of the
events over that weekend – thank you for your interest
and we hope you enjoyed meeting Henry and hearing
how belief in the Lord Jesus Christ totally changed his life.
Our pre-school group Music Mayhem is changing its time
back to mornings from September onwards, meeting from
9.30 – 10.30a.m. We will be restarting on September 6th.
Anyone is welcome to come along, the sessions are free
and are held in the hall of the church extension. We have
a 30 minute singing time, including the M.M. “hello” song,
some action songs, musical instrument songs, Sockeroo
the sock puppet makes an appearance and helps us
chose a song, parachute songs and we finish with the
M.M. “goodbye song”. Each child receives his or her
own Sockeroo sock puppet on the first birthday they are
with us. From 10.00-10.30a.m. we have a play time for
the children and refreshments. One of the highlights of
our year is always the Christmas Nativity with the children
coming dressed as angels or shepherds and the true
story of the birth of Jesus is told in words and pictures.

Three Rivers Group
St Andrew’s Parish Church

Parish News – July/Aug 2010
I have to admit to being a real summer person – I love the
warm days, Wimbledon, the bright almost garish flowers
and the smell of the BBQ. And so far it has lived up to
expectations (with the obvious exceptions of the World
Cup and Andy Murray!). And I have to say I love the
summer because it’s also the only time when I ever feel
warm in church! But, the days seem so full of optimism
and the world takes on a slower pace. The heat and the
opportunity to enjoy all our outdoor hobbies persuade us
to take a break, book our annual leave and ‘stop and
smell the roses’ as they say.
Of course this can sound a little naïve, and for many of
us the pace of life never seems to slow, even if we hope
it might (I say this in light of a week of three funerals, four
school assemblies, hospital visits and countless phone calls,
meetings, visits and emails – and I know I’m not the only
one to feel the pressures of work, especially in this climate).
So how do we make the most of our time and indeed try to
make the most of our summer? It’s a tough question and if I

had the answer of how to literally make more time, I would
be a multi-millionaire! But, what I do say, and what I do try
and do, is start and end the day with a moment of peace,
a moment of calm to prepare for the day ahead, and at
its end to reflect on the day just gone. To stop, however
briefly from the never-ending treadmill, and take stock.
For me, of course, this comes in the form of prayer, seeking
help and wisdom where needed and giving thanks for all
that is good. My experience is that with God in our lives,
we appreciate more, give thanks more readily and in our
hearts find some peace. Peace which can only come from
knowing ourselves loved by Him who created us. My hope
and prayer is that we all take a moment to ‘stop and smell
the roses’ this summer, and find a place and moment to
enjoy all that we have, all that God has given us and to
seek peace in our hearts, however frantic the diary gets!
St Andrew’s is open every day should you ever feel the
need for peace and quiet – or if you ever feel the need
to worship, our services are at 9.30am every Sunday. We
will be delighted to welcome you – and have a wonderful
summer!
Kate Peacock
Regular Church Services
Sundays: The main service is at 9.30 am. Junior Church
is in the Social Centre, and in church the third Sunday
of each month for All Age Worship.
Midweek services
Mon–Weds: 9am Morning Prayer, Fordham
Thurs, Fri: 8.15am Morning Prayer, Fordham
Monday: 3.30pm Evening Prayer, Kennett (in school
in term time)
Tuesday: 4.30pm Evening Prayer, Limestone Close
(Last Tuesday of the month, Holy Communion)
Wednesday: Evening Prayer 4.15pm Snailwell, Holy
Communion 5.30pm Chippenham
Weekly Activities
Tuesday: 9am–12 noon: Coffee Morning in Social
Centre
Friday: Choir Practice 6.30pm in church. All welcome.
Contact Mark Liversidge 01638 781696. Bell ringing
practice 7.30pm – beginners welcome! Contact Ruth
Ogden, the Tower Captain, for more information
Sundays@6. Our Youth Group
Our Youth group meets twice a month at the Old
Vicarage in Isleham; we hope that many other young
people will join us. Details from Rev’d Kate or Rev’d
Mike.
Priests The Rev’d Mike Banyard 01638 721616
banyardmg1@yahoo.co.uk. The Rev’d Kate Peacock
01638 723960 kate.peacock@btopenworld.com
Churchwardens Rob Savage: 01638 780218, robert.
savage@islehamchurch.org.uk; Nick Carver: 01638
781116, nick.carver@islehamchurch.org.uk
Tower Captain Ruth Ogden: 01638 780646, ruth.
ogden@islehamchurch.org.uk
Choir Director Mark Liversidge: 01638 781696, mark.
liversidge@islehamchurch.org.uk
Webmaster Andrew Stephens: 01638 781468/780229
Service Sheet Editor Rob Savage: 01638 780218 robert.
savage@islehamchurch.org.uk
For more information about the Group and St Andrew’s
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please visit our website at www.islehamchurch.org.uk.
Flower Festival August Bank Holiday Weekend. Theme this
year is Book Titles. All local businesses and organisations
are invited to submit a flower display for this wonderful
weekend event. Please contact Janice Pope on 780380.
Music Group for All starting July 18th at 6pm, Social Centre,
all welcome.

High Street Church

We have a summer programme full of various events
both indoors and out planned for the month of August.
Further details available from the Church Office.
Sunday Services: All are welcome to our Sunday services
throughout the year.
Morning Worship: 10.30am All ages are very welcome
from the very young to the very old. The children have
their own activities.
Evening Fellowship: 6.30pm A less formal service usually
with opportunity for individual sharing. Come and
hear about God’s goodness! Tea, coffee and good
conversation are available after both the morning and
evening services.
On Sunday mornings the following children’s facilities
are available:
Crèche is available for babies and tots up to 3 years
old: the crèche workers are very experienced and
provide a safe, fun playtime for the little ones.
Junior Church for those who are aged 3 to 7 is a
fun-filled session with singing, crafts, drama and stories.
The older Junior Church meet at the Village Hall. This
is for children who are 7 to 11 years old (that’s the
noise you’ve heard from the Village Hall on a Sunday
morning!). Their morning starts from 10am with a craft,
followed by a wide range of activities encouraging the
children to discover the Christian faith for themselves.
We would love to see some new faces and visitors
would be made very welcome!
Nikao is the name for the 11 to 14 year olds and on a
Sunday morning they receive teaching that is relevant
to pre-teens/teenagers. On a Friday night this group
meets socially and they all have a lot of laughs!
Little Lambs is our parent/carer and toddler group
which runs term time Fridays from 9.15–11.15am.
Parents/carers can relax with a coffee while the
children play. Each week we have a craft activity, juice
time and end the morning with singing. All welcome!
Alpha (Tim Malkin 01638 780592)This course has been
running during the Spring term. If you would like
details about joining in with any future Alpha Courses
we run please feel free to contact Tim Malkin or the
Church Office. Now internationally acclaimed, this
introduction to Christianity is widely accepted as an
effective modern day tool to reach those who do not
know Jesus. Each evening has an easy social setting,
teaching and discussion and is open to all.
For more information about any of the events at
High Street Church or general advice, call Jane or
Sharon in the Church Office on 01638 780985 or Paul
Hedger (Church Leader) on 01638 721291 or go to
www.highst.org.uk n

W.R. PARR

The

Rising Sun

Antique Furniture Restorers
Established in Cambridge 1928

Station Road, Isleham
Tel: 01638

780080

All aspects of furniture
restoration and
repair work
Including

Sun Street, Isleham. Tel: 01638 780471

◙
◙
◙
◙
◙
◙

FOOD SERVED

Friday and Saturday 12 noon to 2pm
and 7pm to 9pm
Sunday Lunchtime Roast (advisable to book)

Marquetry
Turning
Veneering
French polishing
Carving
Upholstery

ENTERTAINMENT

• AUGUST •
Saturday 7th: Akimbo
h Clive
Friday 20th: Karaoke wit
Saturday 28th: ‘Elvis’
• SEPTEMBER •
Dates to be Confirmed:

www.thompsonsfarmisleham.co.uk

thompson’s
Farm Meat

• Karaoke
• Quiz

Fenrose Farm,
1 Fen Bank, Isleham
tel: 01638 780994
Quality beef, pork and bacon and ham,
all from our traditionally run family farm

OPENING TIMES

Monday: 7pm to 11pm
Tuesday to Thursday: 12 noon to 3pm & 7pm to 11pm
Friday and Saturday: 12 noon to 12 midnight
Sunday: 12 noon to 10.30pm

opening hours at the
Farm
(All major Credit and
Debit Cards accepted)

Monday
tuesday
Wednesday
thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

CLoSED
3pm-6pm
CLoSED
3pm-6pm
3pm-7pm
10am-4pm
10am-noon

Saturday Stall
8am – noon
next to Priory Garage
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Now selling
our home
produced
Free Range
Chicken
Portions

